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The Paul Law Group

Office: 210 - 7340 Westminster Highway, Richmond, BC VEX 1A1
Email: adam.soliman@tplg.ca

The battle fields of Syria
and Iraq heated up the last
tew weeks. The rebels cap-
tured the provincial capital
of Idlib and the strategic
town of Jisr Al-Shougour.
ISIL captured the Jewel of
the desert Tadmur and the
Provincial capital of Anbar
and much of the desert
in between. The regime
intensified barrel bombing
of residential areas and
Hezbollah launched an
offensive in Qalamoun.

The people of Yemen are
paying the price of greed
and pettiness of a militia,
an old dictator, a wannabe

empire and an emerging
power with no planning and
vision. In Libya, an incom-
prehensible struggle is
tearing the fabric of society
while Egypt is going further
and further into the absurd.

Venomous campaigns
over the airwaves by doz-
ens of satellite channels
are spreading distrust and
hatred between the con-
stituent parts of the Arab
polity. Is it wonder that
the Arab Youth, whose
large majority supported
democracy and pluralism
in 2012, does not believe
it to be possible nowadays?

In three years, these old
and heartless men not only
destroyed Arab countries,
killed countless people and
made millions homeless.
Their biggest crime yet is
that they have killed the
young people beliefin a bet-
ter future and in the process
empowering the very dark
forces they claim to oppose.

Perhaps, it is poignant
to remind these old and
heartless men of what really
count and call for an imme-
diate ceasefire or at the very
least to give the people a
respite during this holy
month of Ramadan.
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Internet,

40 Television Channels

FREE CALLING ANYWHERE IN CANADA.
UNLIMITED DATA

*Our phone lines are fully featured. They include at no additional cost over 20 features such as Voicemail,
Caller ID, three-ways calling, call waiting, call forwarding (always, on busy and no answer), voicemail to email,
a web portal to manage your account (if you so desire to use it), free calling to Canada and much more ....

*For free calling to the USA, add $3 per month.

(604) 637-0911) net(one...

Voice Freedom
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Real Estate Services

Residential

Serving Greater Vancouver

Commercial
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Riadh R. Muslih

604-421-7275 o 604-339-0705
riadh@muslih.com

Park Georgia Realty Ltd.
Unit BC - 435 North Road
Coquitlam, BC V3C 4X9
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experience for Arab youth of
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Jbeil Again in the Spotlight,

Lebanon will celebrate in June the
crowning of its ancient city of Jbeil
as the 2016 Arab Tourism Capital,

a title chosen by the Arab Council
of Tourism.

Tourism Minister Michel Pharaon
announced the event late
Wednesday from the Grand Serail,
voicing hopes that the security plan
implemented in Lebanon paves
way for the country to benefit from
the event.

“To be able to work in the interest of

Jbeil and the tourism season in Lebanon
in 2016, we pray that the minimum
level of stability and political consensus
are preserved,” said Pharaon in a

statement.

“The title will be officially declared on

June 10 and a ceremony celebrating the

Wins Arab Tourism Capital Title

: &

occasion will take place on June 11 in
Jbeil,” the minister added.

Municipality chief of Jbeil Ziad
Hawwat stated on Thursday that
the municipality embarked on the
development of strategic plans to
welcome visitors to the city and
provide them with the best services
available.

It’s not the first time that Jbeil, also
known as Byblos, wins such a title.
In 2013 it was chosen by the World
Tourism Organization as the best
Arab Tourist City.

Moreover, the Wall Street Journal
featured this year’s Byblos
Christmas decorations and its
97-foot-tall tree in a photography
piece about Christmas trees around
the world.

"‘ ,’ e L

Byblos is the Greek name of the
Phoenician city Gubeil. It is a
Mediterranean city in the Mount
Lebanon Governorate of pres-
ent-day Lebanon under the current
Arabic name of Jbeil and was also
referred to as Gibelet during the
Crusades. It is believed to have been
occupied first between 8800 and
7000 BC, and according to frag-
ments attributed to the semi-leg-
endary pre-Trojan war Phoenician
historian Sanchuniathon, it was
built by Cronus as the first city in
Phoenicia. Today it is believed by
many to be the oldest continuous-
ly-inhabited city in the world. It is
a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
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Herodotus—and modern research
seems to bear him out—to have
circumnavigated the continent

of Africa, some 2,000 years
before the Portuguese. Certainly
the Phoenicians made the
Mediterranean their private lake.
In their square-rigged ships with
two banks of oars they cruised
incredible distances, beyond the
Pillars of Hercules to the Scilly
Isles off Britain, and probably
even to the Azores in the mid-At-
lantic, in a never-ending search
for new goods to trade and new
customers to buy them.

From the British Isles the
Phoenicians obtained lead and
tin, bartering pottery and salt with
the Cornish miners in return. The
tin was then used in Phoenician
factories for making weapons,
which they traded to Egypt and
the tribes of Asia for still other
commodities. The most precious
local product the Phoenicians
had to offer was the purple dye
they obtained by a tedious boiling
and processing of the tiny shell-
fish Murex Trunculus, a dye so

rare that to be “born to the purp/e”

was synonymous with royal rank.
Indicative of the industry’s impor-
tance to the economy is the fact
that Phoenicia is derived from the

Greek word for the color of the

S e~ .- »
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dye—phoinix. Because they were
master ship builders as well as sail-
ors, the Phoenicians were commis-
sioned by King Solomon to build
the first fleet from his area in his-
tory. Pine logs were floated from
Mt. Hermon down the Leontes
River to the sea, and shaped into
men-of-war at Sidon and Tyre.
The mountains behind Byblos also
provided Solomon with materials
for his temple. As reported in I
Kings, Solomon sent 30,000 men
to his friend King Hiram of Tyre,
under whose protection were col-
lected in one month the “cedars of
Lebanon,” wood of the fir tree, and
building stone used to construct
Solomon’s temple in Jerusalem.

So vital were the sea trade routes
to the survival of Byblos that every
effort was made to conceal them
from such business rivals as the
Johnny-come-lately Greeks and
Romans. Phoenician sea captains
had standing orders to elude any
ship that followed them, what-
ever the cost. Sometimes the cost
was high. If he couldn’t shake his
shadow, the Phoenician captain
ran his vessel onto a reef, destroy-
ing his own command as well as
that of the close-following pur-
suer. He was secure in the knowl-
edge that the state would pay for
his ship as well as its cargo, for

Discount

10%

when showing

after all, wasn’t the ruling council
of elders composed exclusively of
sea captains?

When even the most heroic efforts
failed to maintain the Phoenician
monopoly over Mediterranean
trade, the Phoenicians took the
logical step of guaranteeing both
ends of their trade routes by estab-
lishing trading stations abroad.
As citizens of a small, unmilitary
nation, intent on trade rather than
conquest, the Phoenicians were
welcomed as immigrants almost
everywhere. When a promising
area was unpopulated or under-
developed, they established full-
scale colonies, built their trading
posts, and opened their doors for
business.
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Starting close to home, the
Phoenicians founded cities on the
island of Cyprus, only 90 miles
away, then pushed on in widen-
ing circles to establish bases in
Rhodes, Crete, Malta, Sardinia,
Sicily, and finally on the main-
land of North Africa and Spain.
Gades (Cadiz) in Spain and Utica
in present-day Tunisia, both
founded about 800 B.C., became
mighty entrepots and anchors of
the Phoenician empire.

The Phoenician colony of
Carthage, in North Africa, which
soon overshadowed its mother
country and aroused the hatred
of Rome by its commercial prow-
ess, was founded, according to
tradition, in the year 814 B.C.;
it was destroyed utterly after the
Carthaginian leader Hannibal
had almost succeeded in con-
quering Rome. The great cities
of Palermo in Sicily and Cordoba
in Spain were both sites of pow-
erful and prosperous Phoenician
settlements. As one historian put
it, “The Phoenicians were, relative
to their age, the greatest traders and
mariners of all time.”

This ascendancy was all the more
remarkable when it is remem-
bered that Byblos itself fell time
and time again to such invaders
as the Persians, slogging up the
coast to pillage Greece, or those
heading south toward Asia for the
same purpose, such as Alexander
the Great and his Macedonians.
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Not that Byblos didn’t try to keep
the invading hordes at arm’s
length: they added to the city’s
walls seven times, until at last
they were 130 feet thick in places,
apparently forgetting that the cus-
tomary mode of entry was over,
rather than through, a city’s walls.
Nevertheless, Byblos managed to
survive each incursion with its
commercial institutions intact.
The probability is that Byblos was
worth more alive than dead, pro-
viding an outlet for the plunder of
its temporary master so long as it
preserved—as it invariably did—a
careful political neutrality. It was
thus to the ancient world what
Hong Kong, delicately poised
between East and West, is today.
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This special feature was reprinted with permission from Aramco World. It was initially printed in 1964. Jbeil or Byblos is one of the world most beautiful cities and is definitely
one of the Jewels of the Arab world combining history, natural beauty, developed tourist infrastructure including some of the best restawrants in the world.

Wave after wave, the invaders came,
but Byblos rose each time more
prosperous than ever...

by John Ballantine

Ur of the Chaldees was more civ-
ilized, Mesopotamian Babylon
more populous, Cretan Knossus
mightier, and the dynastic
Egyptian capital of Thebes incom-
parably more majestic, but the
record for antiquity and tenacious
longevity probably goes to what
is today the small, little known
Lebanese town of Byblos.

Slumbering peacefully in the
warm sun of the eastern shore
of the Mediterranean, Byblos
can remember when those great
cities of the past blazed forth to
dominate, each in its turn, the for-
tunes of the ancient world, only to
decline and be forgotten except as
vague names and dates to genera-
tions of squirming schoolboys.

Yet all the while Byblos, which
contests the claims of Jericho, Erbil
and Damascus to be the world’s
oldest continuously inhabited city,
went quietly about its business of
serving as middleman in the vast
Mediterranean trade. So adroitly
did it retain the good will, or at
least the neutrality, of the powers
of the moment in a warring world
that it not only survived repeated
invasion and destruction but rose
each time more prosperous.

In its ultimate impact on world
history, too, Byblos outshone its
more celebrated contemporaries,
for besides valuable timber, wheat,
oil, wine and glass transported by
their pine ships, the Phoenician
merchant-captains of Byblos car-
ried the length and breadth of the
Mediterranean Sea an infinitely
more precious cargo—the alpha-
bet. Their customers eagerly
adopted the invention and molded
it according to their needs and
tastes into the many alphabets we
know today—the Greek, Latin,
Arabic, and Sanskrit, to name a
few—and thus made possible the
easy accumulation and transmis-
sion of ideas and information
upon which all civilizations are
built.

The Greeks, who purchased

Egyptian papyrus from Byblos,
immortalized the city’s name by
giving the diminutive biblion to
the paper-like product imported
from it. In time the term was
applied to any book written
on papyrus, and early in the
Christian era came to be reserved
for the Christians’ most important
book—the Bible.

With an abundance of papyrus
available, the business-minded
Phoenicians used it for their bills
of sale, contracts, deeds, prospec-
tuses and ledger accounts, writing
swiftly with an alphabet of 22 let-
ters while less advanced nations
still used the cumbersome syllabic
script either written on papyrus
or chiseled out of solid rock,
or incised complicated wedge-
marks—cuneiform—in soft clay.

Ironically, many of the stone and
clay inscriptions, though eroded
by intervening centuries, are
legible today, while the papyrus
was destroyed by fire or decayed
with age. Thus, the nation most
responsible for the spread of the
ancient world’s twin blessings of
papyrus and alphabetic writing
is itself but meagerly represented
by historical records. It remains
to this day a land with a largely

unfathomed past.

The little evidence that survives
at Byblos in the form of funerary
inscriptions, tombs and temples,
pot sherds and fragments of build-
ings, indicates that while the city
was constantly changing its pro-
file and masters, it maintained
throughout its long history the
essential character of a trading
center. This role stemmed directly
from its geographical situation.
Crowded onto a thin stretch of
coastline, cut off from the deserts
of Syria to the east by the loom-
ing Lebanon and Anti-Lebanon
mountain ranges paralleling the
coast, Byblos was at once partially
protected from the power strug-
gles of the interior and forced to
look to the sea for its living.

The first known dwellers of Byblos

.
-

were Neolithic men of some 8,000
years ago, whose villages, cover-
ing more than eight acres, boasted
such refinements as houses with
beaten-earth walls and burnished
clay floors. Physically, they were
remarkably like present-day
inhabitants—long-headed and
with delicate features, but a good
deal shorter, averaging only five
feet in height. This race of men
ruled the eastern Mediterranean

seaboard from about 6000 to
4000 B.C., until a new civilization
appeared.

Early Bronze Age man, with tools
of metal that could cut down men
as well as grain, submerged New
Stone Age man with his prim-
itive flint axes and sickles. He
also knew how to fashion point-
ed-bottomed amphorae, jars kept
upright by being imbedded in
sand or earth, to store wine and
olive oil.

It was in this period, before 3000
B.C., that Byblos established its
first sea-borne trade with Egypt,
which was to become in turn its
best source of raw materials, its
principal market, its colonizer and
overlord, and finally its weak and
despised enemy when the power of
the pharaohs had withered.

The economies of Egypt and
Phoenicia (or Canaan, as it was
then called), were in many ways
complementary. Egypt lacked
wood for ships and roofing,
grapes for wine, olive oil, and
resins for mummification, all of
which Canaan had in abundance.
In return, Byblos and the other
three Canaanite city-states of
Sidon, Tyre and Aradus, which
came into prominence in this

epoch, received papyrus, grain
and gold.

The Book of Ezekiel lists, as items
of Canaan’s burgeoning trade,
slaves and brass vessels from
Ionia, silver, tin, iron and lead
from Spain, linen from Egypt, and
lambs and goats from the Arabian
Peninsula. Byblos and its sister
city-states, in fact, performed
the same function that England
would discharge centuries later:
it capitalized on its mastery of the
seas to control trade and eliminate
competition for its manufactured
products—possibly history’s first
instance of mercantilism at work.

The people of Byblos in time
became as mixed as its trade. As its
prosperity increased, the city and
its fertile coastal plain attracted
Semites from Arabia, Amorites,
Hittites, Hurrians, Mitannians,
Hyksos (misnamed the Shepherd
Kings), Egyptians, Aramaeans,
Assyrians, Persians and, in
still later ages, Greeks under
Alexander, Romans under the
Caesars, Muslim Arabs, European
Crusaders, even the Free French
under General Charles de Gaulle.

Some came as peaceful traders,
others as arrogant conquerors,
still others as refugees from politi-
cal persecution in their own lands.
Byblos opened its gates to those
who came in peace, conciliated
those who bore the bloodstained
sword, and made such an art of
patience and diplomacy that the
city outlasted them all, friend and
foe alike. Meanwhile, its canny
citizens neglected no means of
buying cheap and selling dear—
and the enemy was often the best
customer.

The Byblos of today is an enor-
mous wedding cake, layer upon
layer of anthropological and his-
torical riches from which arche-
ologists have nibbled only bits of
the icing. A shaft sunk vertically
through the center of the ruins
would reveal the vestiges of the
successive masters of Byblos, who
sought to blot out the memory of
former rulers simply by build-
ing a new city on the remains of
the old. Excavations at Byblos by
the French archeologist Maurice
Dunand have peeled back strips
of the past—at one place to the
days of the Crusaders, at another
to the time of King Ahiram, at yet
another to the period of Egyptian
domination of 2000 B.C.

The digging has raised far more
questions than it has answered, for
to lay bare a complete stratum at,
say, the level of 1000 B.C. would
necessitate the destruction of all
traces of civilizations of more
recent times. The archeologist has
thus been forced to string together
such provocative bits of informa-
tion as could be unearthed piece-
meal on a thread of speculation
and hypothesis, sometimes with
gaps of centuries between solid
facts. What has emerged clearly,
however, is the remarkable story
of the Phoenicians from the
time they seized their indepen-
dence from Egypt in 1200 B.C.
at the zenith of their power and
launched what was one of the most
aggressive campaigns of trad-
ing and colonization in ancient
history.

Expert seamen and naviga-
tors, the Phoenicians were soon
reported by the Greek historian
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I-Nakba phone app to educate
people on history of Arab villages

Israeli organization Zochrot will
release the I-Nakba phone app on
the eve of Israel’s Independence
Day, on 5th May at 20:00. Nakba,
the Arabic word for “catastrophe”,
will let users of the app locate any
Arab village abandoned in the
1948 war on an interactive map,
add comments, photos, and data
and learn about the history of the
village, including the Jewish pres-
ence that replaced it.

”Remembering”, aims to educate
Israelis about a history which has
been concealed by propaganda,
denial and enmity for the past
66 years, all from their humble
office in Tel Aviv. They strive to
undo decades-long obliteration
of memory and landscape, and
hopefully, build a better future for
the two communities who share
the divided land.

Speaking about the app, Zochrot’s
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app for everything these days, and this
one will show all the places that have
been wzped offthe map. It means that
Palestinians in Ein Hilweh refugee
camp in Lebanon, say, can follow what
happened to the village in Galilee that
their family came from — and they will
get a notification every time there’s an
update. It’s amazing”.
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The UN had voted to partition
British-ruled Palestine into sep-
arate Jewish and Arab states in
November 1947. By 1949, when
Israel emerged victorious against
its enemies, with about 400-
500 villages were depopulated,
destroyed, occupied and renamed.
Till date, fierce debate rages in
the infamous conflict between
the two nations, on whether mass
withdrawal of Arab villages was
done on and ad hoc basis by local
commanders or was a part of a
master-plan for ethnic cleansing.

Zochrot focuses on the uber-sen-
sitive question of the 750,000
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earned the hostility of Israeli
Jews who reject the right of
any Palestinians to return. The
NGO’s DirectorLiat Rosenberg
said, “There are a lot of Israeli
organizations that deal with the
occupation of 1967, but Zochrot
is the on/y one that is d(a/mg with
1948. It’s true that our influence is
more or less negligible but nowadays
there is no Israeli who does not at least
know the word Nakba. It’s entered the
Hebrew /anguage and tharsprogress
Rosenberg and colleagues hold
several courses and prepare
resources for teachers, avoid-
ing any attempts out outlaw the

Zochrot, Hebrew for Media Director said, “There is an Palestinian refugees, and has Nakba commemoration.
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If you want to add a church to our
list or make a correction, please

send us an email to

corrections@MuslimGazette.ca

2075 (guigy) Ulin — &l a2l 1P

S.no. | Name

Abbotsford
Arabic Church

Church in Vancouver

Catholic Church

3 Willingdon MB Church

4 Vancouver Christian Arabic Church
5  The Old Catholic Church of BC

6  Arabic Presbyterian Church

Saint George Coptic Orthodox

9  Saint Mary Coptic Orthodox Church

Saint George Mission Melkite Greek

Address

15133 - 82A Ave, Surrey BC V3§ 8R1

4812 Willingdon Ave., Burnaby BC

V5G 3H6

C/o 6075 Inverness Street,

Phone

Vancouver, BC V5W 3P8§

V5X 1E2 Canada

V5E 1]1

715 E 51st Avenue, Vancouver, BC,

948 Como Lake Ave, Coquitlam B.C.
V3] 7P9, Coquitlam B.C. Canada

13905 108 Avenue Surrey, BC V3T 2L1

12469 104 Ave, Surrey, BC V3V 6A2

6610 Balmoral Street, Burnaby, BC,

778-882-2784
604-435-5544
604-277-2802
(604) 325-9193
604-552-4415
(604) 588-8020
(604) 581-1810

(604) 431-0047

Demonination

Arabic Church
Arabic Church
Arabic Church
Multilingual Church
Arabic Church
Coptic Church
Coptic Church

Multilingual Church

Source
arabicchurchbce.ca

willingdon.org

churchplantingbc.com/current-
church-plants/arabic-church-surrey

oldcatholicbc.com
coquitlampresbyterianchurch.com
stgeorge.ca

stmary-ottawa.org

sgm.rcav.org/
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If you want to add a mosque to our
list or make a correction, please

send us an email to

corrections@MuslimGazette.ca
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(1) BCMA | (2) OTHER SUNNI | (3) SHIA | (4) ISMAILI | (5) AHMADYYA

ABBOTSFORD

ABBOTSFORD ISLAMIC
CENTER®

1980 Salton Road Abbotsford V2S 3W7
604-302-0105
ABBOTSFORD.THEBCMA.COM

ABBOTSFORD
JAMATKHANA®

109A 2580 Cedar Pk Pl, Abbotsford, BC
(604) 859-0894

BURNABY

BURNABY BRANCH®
5060 Canada Way, Burnaby, B.C
(604) 524-4499

THEBCMA.COM

BURNABY JAMATKHANA®
6556 Sprott, Burnaby, B.C
(604) 299-9155

BURNABY JAMATKHANA®
4010 Canada Way, Burnaby, BC Phone:
(604) 438-4010

NORTH VANCOUVER

NORTH SHORE CHAPTER®
2300 Kirkstone Road, North Vancouver,
BC

(604) 925-9991
NORTHSHORE.THEBCMA.COM

NORTH VANCOUVER
ISLAMIC CENTER®

2300 Kirkstone Road , North Vancouver,
BC

North Vancouver Islamic Center
604-784-5032

HEADQUARTERS
JAMATKHANA®

1150 Gladwin Dr, North Vancouver, BC
(604) 988-1934

CHILLIWACK MUSSALLAH®
Unit B 45845 Yale Road East, Chilliwack,
BC

Full Time Mussallah Opening Oct 3rd

Inshallah
604-701-2014
CHILLIWACK.THEBCMA.COM

CHILIWACK_]AMATKHANA(4)
Suite 5-8635 Young Rd, Chilliwack, BC
V2P 4P3

(604) 792-5848

PORT COQUITLAM

MASJID AL-HIDAYAH

& ISLAMIC CULTURAL
CENTRE®

2626 Kingsway Avenue, Port Coquitlam,
BC

(604) 945-1885
ISLAM=CANADA.COM

DELTA MUSALLAH®
205-9250 120th Street,
Delta, BC

604-715-4096

RICHMOND BRANCH®
12300 Blundell Rd, Richmond, BC
(604)233-7006
RICHMOND.THEBCMA.COM

RICHMOND JAMATKHANA®
7900B Alderbridge Way, Richmond, BC
(604) 273-972

AZ-ZAHRAA ISLAMIC
CENTER®

8580 #5 RD, Richmond, BC
VoY 2V4

Tel-604-274-7869

SURREY DELTA BRANCH®
12407 72nd Avenue, Surrey, BC
(604) 576-7834
SURREY.THEBCMA.COM

SURREY EAST BRANCH®
13585 62nd Avenue, Surrey, BC
(604) 597-7863
SURREYEAST.THEBCMA.COM

JUMMU’AH ONLY (FRIDAY PRAYER)

MASJID AL-NOOR®
13526 98A Avenue, Surrey, BC
604-930-9742
MASJIDALNOOR.CA

MASJID AL-HUDA®
14136 Grosvenor Road,
Surrey, BC

604-585-4832

MASJID ANWAR MEDINA®
13560-105A Avenue,

Surrey, BC

604-583-9786

FLEETWOQOD ISLAMIC
CENTRE®

209-8468 162 Street,

Surrey, BC

604-617-7488

FIJI ISLAMIC CENTRE®
12988 - 84th Avenue,

Surrey, BC

+1 604-220-0383

MUSLIM YOUTH CENTRE®
209-7750 128 Street,

Surrey, BC

(604) 502-8692]

FRASER VALLEY
JAMATKHANA®

15177-68 Avenue (Corner of 152 St and 68
Avenue) Surrey, BC

(604) 596-5354
AZA-E-HUSSAIN
ASSOCIATION®

220-12837, 76th Avenue
Surrey,BC,V3V 2V3
AZA-E-HUSSAIN.ORG

AL-KAWTHAR MOSQUE®
8550 #123 St,

Surrey, BC V3W 3V6
Tel-604-590-4115
Nouri-604-754-7138

KAMPLOOPS

AYESHA MOSQUE®
2805 HWy 5a South.Kamloops, BC
250-377-7477

AYESHAMOSQUE.COM

VANCOUVER

VANCOUVER BRANCH®
4162 Welwyn Street, Vancouver, BC
(604) 873-1787
VANCOUVER.THEBCMA.COM

FRASER MUSALLAH®
6436 Fraser Street,
Vancouver, BC

604 316-4394

JAMIA MASJID VANCOUVER®
655 West 8th Avenue, Vancouver, BC
604-309-6036

PAKCAN.COM

ISLAMIC INFORMATION
CENTER®

3127 Kingsway, Vancouver, BC
604-434-7526
ISLAMICINFOCENTER.ORG

MASJID OMAR-AL-FAROOQ®
1659 E10 Ave, Vancouver, BC
604-873-8580

DARALMADINAH.COM

UBC BROCK HALL ANNEX
2nd Floor, Rm 2357,

Vancouver, BC

MSA-UBC.ORG

BAITUR RAHMAN®

9570 River Road Delta Vancouver, BC V4G
1B5 Canada

+1 (604) 583-4669

WEST BROADWAY MUSAIA -
AL BASHA RESTAURANT®
3143 W. Broadway, Vancouver, BC

4 times salah only- Zuhr - IshaNo Juma
Salat

604-568-8841

DOWNTOWN MUSSALLA®
350 West Georgia, Vancouver, BC

Juma Only - Vancouver Public Library In
Alice Mckay Rm

(604) 897-9349
MUSLIMCOMMUNITYCENTRE.COM

DRAKE JAMATKHANA®

508 Drake, Vancouver, BC
(604) 683-2613

VANCOUVER JAMATKHANA®
403 - 1189 Main Street, Vancouver, BC
604-687-6091

TRI-CITIES JAMATKHANA®
Tri-cities 3127 St. Johns St Port Moody,
BC

(604) 461-3127

UBC JAMATKHANA®
BROCK HALL ANNEX1874 EAST
MALL V6T 1Z1 UBC ISA

THAQALAYN MUSLIM
ASSOCIATION®

ANGU 237, Henry Angus Building,
2053 Main Mall,

Vancouver BC

604- 444- 0747
UBC.THAQALAYN.CA

LANGLEY MUSSALLA (NEW
LOCATION)®

20239 Industrial Ave, Langley, BC
Langley Musalla for 5 times prayers,
taraweeh, quran classes etc - Contact
Kaleem Ahmed

604-720-8054

VICTORIA BRANCHU
2218 Quadra Street Victoria BC
250 995-1422
VICTORIA.THEBCMA.COM

VICTORIA JAMATKHANA®

1250 Esquimalt Rd, Victoria, BC V9A 3N§
(250) 380-2700

ASSOCIATION OF ISLAMIC
CHARITABLE PROJECTS®
553 Front Street (Musala inside)
604-524-2752

(1) BCMA | (2) OTHER SUNNI | (3) SHIA | (4) ISMAELI | (5) AHMADYYA

BURNABY

SFU BURNABY CAMPUS®

8888 University Dr, Burnaby, BC V5A 1S6
(778) 782-3111

SFU.CA/~MSA

MUSALLA ABU BAKR®
7825 Edmonds Street,

Burnaby, BC V3N1B9
778-892-7867

BCIT- BURNABY CAMPUS®
3700 Willingdon Ave,

Burnaby, BC V5G

604-779-7771

QUEENSBOROUGH

QUEENSBOROUGH / ANNACIS
ISLAND®

920 Ewen Avenue,

New Westminster BC,V3M 5L8
604-765-1507

KAMPLOOPS

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF

EVENT

THE CARIBOO®
900 McGill Rd,
Kamloops, BC V2C 6N6
250-314-3420

SURREY

KENNEDY HALL
8870 120 Street,
Surrey BC, V3V

GUILDFORD -ABDUL KHALIQ
MUSSALA

#209 10222A 152 St, Surrey, BC
Entrance from the back of building (M on
the door of Mussala) Surrey, BC. 5 times
salah, Quran classes and Jumua’ Contact:
Wasif Rana 778-896-5344 (for entry 9am
to 7pm Monday to Saturday)
778-896-5344

AFGHAN MUSSALLA®

10648 135 Street,

Surrey, BC

778-892-7867

ISLAMIC ACADEMY OF

DATE

CANADA®

Unit 113 -8299 -129th Street,
Surrey, BC

Time: 2.30pm

604-543-2477

MURRAYVILLE COMMUNITY
HALL

21667 48 Ave, Langley BC V3A

1pm to 2pm

VANCOUVER

VANCOUVER DOWNTOWN®
2nd floor at 910 Granville,

Vancouver, BC

First 1.30pm and 2nd @ 2.10pm
778-858-4085

COLLINGWOOD
NEIGHBOURHOOD HOUSE®
5288 Joyce Street,

Vancouver BC,V5R 6C9

(upstairs)

604-435-3127

PLACE

UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH
COLUMBIA®

2329 West Mall,

Vancouver BC, V6T 124
604-822-2211

International House

VANCOUVER AIRPORT
Interfaith Chapel / International Arrivals
Level

SAUDI STUDENT SOCIETY OF
VANCOUVER®

695 Smithe Street, Vancouver BC, V6B
2C9

The musalla is located inside the
camouflage clothing store

778-858-4085

NORTH VANCOUVER

KAREN MAGNUSSEN
COMMUNITY CENTRE®
2300 Kirkstone Road,

North Vancouver BC

(604) 987-7529

DETAILS

UNIVERSITY OF VICTORIA®
Interfaith Chapel
250-384-7000

WHITE ROCK MUSSALLA®
1483 King George Hwy

Surrey, V4A 4Z5

604-537-9407

WHITEROCKMUSLIMS.COM

FIFA WOMEN’S WORLD CUP CANADA 2015™ 08 JUN 2015 BC Place Stadium For more information
CAMEROON Vs ECUADOR 4:00 PM 777 Pacific Blvd, Vancouver, BC visit: www.fifa.com/womensworldcup/
FIFA WOMEN’S WORLD CUP CANADA 2015™ 08 JUN 2015 BC Place Stadium For more information
JAPAN Vs SWITZERLAND 7:00 PM 777 Pacific Blvd, Vancouver, BC visit: www.fifa.com/womensworldcup/
FIFA WOMEN’S WORLD CUP CANADA 2015™ 12 JUN 2015 BC Place Stadium For more information
SWITZERLAND Vs ECUADOR 4:00 PM 777 Pacific Blvd, Vancouver, BC visit: www.fifa.com/womensworldcup/
FIFA WOMEN’S WORLD CUP CANADA 2015™ 12 JUN 2015 BC Place Stadium For more information
JAPAN Vs CAMEROON 4:00 PM 777 Pacific Blvd, Vancouver, BC visit: www.fifa.com/womensworldcup/

Conducted every Thursday by Imam Yahya Momla

7:00 PM - 8:00 PM

5060 Canada Way, Burnaby, BC

. June 13,2015 Bombay Banquet Hall Admission: $30
ORI LIS 6:00 PM 7475 135th Street,Surrey, BC Phone: 604 270 2522
Portrait of the Prophet 18 Jun 2015 Masjid al Salaam

Admission: Free

FIFA WOMEN’S WORLD CUP CANADA 2015™ 21 JUN 2015 BC Place Stadium For more information
ROUND OF 16 4:30 777 Pacific Blvd, Vancouver, BC visit: www.fifa.com/womensworldcup/
FIFA WOMEN’S WORLD CUP CANADA 2015™ 23 JUN 2015 BC Place Stadium For more information
ROUND OF 16 7:00 777 Pacific Blvd, Vancouver, BC visit: www.fifa.com/womensworldcup/
FIFA WOMEN’S WORLD CUP CANADA 2015™ 27 JUN 2015 BC Place Stadium For more information
QUARTER-FINALS 4:30 777 Pacific Blvd, Vancouver, BC visit: www.fifa.com/womensworldcup/

For up to date events in BC, please follow on facebook: facebook.com/groups/MuslimEventsBC | facebook.com/groups/ArabEventsBC | facebook.com/groups/PalestineEventsBC
To advise us of events, please email events@arabdemocrat.com
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Discoverin

the true
meaning o

Ramadan

As it turns out, Ramadan is not
simply an exercise in fasting
during the day, binge-eating
during the night and setting the
clock to the morning’s wee hours
for those inclined to rise for the
predawn meal. Neither is it about
irate drivers who feel entitled
to exhibit road rage, lacklustre
employees who see the month as
an excuse to slack off and over-
worked women slaving over a
stove every day in preparation
for the sunset meal. Ramadan
is none of those things, if done
right, and instead, is the chance
for a spiritual boost, with lessons
to be applied long after the month
is out.

The month

So Ramadan is here (almost).
How do we know this? Because
according to official Islamic bod-
ies, the crescent moon will soon
be sighted, marking the begin-
ning of the ninth month of the
Islamic lunar calendar. Lasting 29
or 30 days - the end date will be
revealed through another official
lunar sighting in the last week of
the month - Muslims are to refrain
from food and liquid (including
chewing gum, smoking cigarettes
and the like) from dawn to sunset,
and instead renew their focus on
prayers and increase their recita-
tion of the Holy Quran.

Why it’s so special

It is the month in which the

Holy Quran was revealed to the
Prophet Mohammed. As a result,
Ramadan is also known as the
month to recite the holy text even

more eagerly and with renewed
dedication to completing the
task. Muslims are encouraged to
complete the full recitation of the
Holy Quran at least once during
the month. With an average of
600 pages, this seemingly huge
task can be achieved through the
recitation of four pages before
each of the five prayers daily
throughout the entire month.

The fast

It is one of Islam’s five main pil-
lars (the others being the belief
in one God and the Prophet
Mohammed as His Messenger,
praying five times a day, com-
pleting the pilgrimage to Mecca
for those who are able and giving
charity or “zakar”). It is manda-
tory for all Muslims upon reach-
ing puberty, as long as they are
mentally and physically sound.
The elderly and chronically ill are
exempt from fasting; however, it
is incumbent upon them to feed
the poor instead if they possess
the financial means.

A spiritual detox

The fast is not simply about deny-
ing your body food and water. It
also involves arguably the more
taxing challenge of avoiding ill
speech, arguments, loss of tem-
per and malicious behaviour.
The whole point of the fast is to
demonstrate submission to God
and keep the mind focused on a
spiritual plane.

The benefits

Patience and mercy, which, let’s
face it, we all need more of in

these harried times. Ramadan
is viewed as a month-long school
where graduates leave with a
developed sense of self-control in
areas including diet, sleeping and
the use of time.

The meals

The fasting day is book-ended by
two meals: suhoor and iftar. The
former is the early morning meal
consumed before fasting begins at
dawn, while the latter is to break
the fast at sunset. If breakfast is
viewed as an important meal, a
healthy suhoor is even more vital
as it is meant to last you up to 15
hours - as is the case this summer
in the UAE - before breaking
bread again. Slow digesting foods

like barley, wheats, oats and lentils
are recommended and limiting
fatty and sugary products would
be wise. There is a propensity to
binge eat at sunset, but a balanced,
moderate meal would really make
all the difference, considering that
the evenings are spent engaging
in special nightly prayers. It is also
recommended to break the fast
with dates, as was the practice of
the Prophet Mohammed, before
moving on to other dishes.

The prayers

Ramadan is also defined by extra
congregational prayers performed
nightly after the evening isha
prayers, which are normally the
last prayers of the evening. Such

an occasion presents a rarity in
the UAE: a city devoid of the nor-
mal onslaught of evening traffic
for the duration of Ramadan. For
those living near a mosque, expect
your neighbourhood to be a hive
of activity for the whole month.

The finish line

Ramadan culminates with the
three-day Eid Al Fitr holiday
celebrating the end of the fast.
Marked by a special morning
prayer, the day is a form of spir-
itual graduation and a chance to
permanently implement the spiri-
tual lessons learnt throughout the
month. Muslims dress in their best
and visit friends and relatives as a
sense of community prevails.

July 2, 1937 - April 23, 2015
Yulanda left her home to attend

McGill University on scholarship.
In Montreal, she met her

future husband Mohamed Faris
and the two set out to create a
beautiful life together. After time

spent in Kuwait, Calgary, and Beirut,
they made West Vancouver home.

< F

Through her hard work, passion,
and generosity, Yulanda gave
voice to many artists seeking to
better our world through beauty
in words and images, dance and
song, performance and presenta-
tion. Her greatest reward was the
difference she made in the lives
of others.

Obituary
Yulan

Yulanda was a passionate sup-
porter of the performing arts
and she received many awards
and accolades for her efforts. In
2010, Yulanda and Mohamed
were co-recipients of the
Ramon Hnatyshyn Award for
Volunteerism in the Performing
Arts awarded by the Governor
General of Canada and in 2013
Yulanda was honoured with an
appointment to the Board of
Trustees of the National Arts
Centre in Ottawa. It was an
achievement which she viewed
as the culmination of her philan-
thropic work on behalf of a long
list of organizations throughout
the years.

An irrepressible spirit, Yulanda
was grounded in a wonderful
community and her home was as
open as her heart. On any given

a (Azan) Faris

day, she welcomed an array of
neighbours, family, friends, and
friends of friends to share in her
love of books, a good story, the
magic of music, great food, a glass
of wine, and lively, spirited discus-
sions on any and all topics.

Mohamed and the couple’s daugh-
ters, Reema (Ian), Ramona (Ed),
and Yasmeen (Andrew), will miss
her profoundly as will the six
grandsons she adored: Omar,
Dani, Jamal, Noah, Luc, and Leo.
Beloved family and friends, here
at home and around the world,
will share in treasured memories
of Yulanda, each of which will
be marked by her unforgettable
smile.

The family would like to thank
Dr. Shaw, Dr. Smiljanic, Dr.
Chang, and Dr. Walker for their

care. They also would also like to
acknowledge the work of all the
nurses, whether at the hospital or
in the community, who took bur-
den onto their shoulders.

A celebration of Yulanda’s life
was held on Friday, May 15,
2015, at the Kay Meek Centre,
West Vancouver. In lieu of flow-
ers, attendees were asked con-
sider a gift to the Yulanda M.
Faris Young Artists Program at
Vancouver Opera, the organiza-
tion which above all captivated
her heart, exemplified her love of
art, and captured her zest for life.

“To wake at dawn with a winged
heart and give thanks for another day
of louz’ng...” Kahlil Gibran, The
Prophet
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Leading Fares to: Riadh, Jeddah, Dubai, Muscat, Amman, Baghdad, Erhil, Najaf, Basra, Khartoum, Gairo, Beirut, Tunis, Algier, Marrakesh,

Addis, Asmara, Delhi, Kabul, Tehran, Mashad, Bombay, Karachi, Islamabad, Lahore, Peshawar, Hji, Sydney, Aukiand, London UK, Manchester.and Many More

“York Gentre” 119-12888 80th. Ave Surrey BG VoW 3A8 Rafiq Mohammad
www.skyrnutﬂnanada.nnm Asmaa El Khalil
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Tibisti Grill, Specializing in Mediterranean Style Grilling, 6990 Victoria Dr,
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, V5P 3Y8, tibistigrill.com

An updated Lebanese Maui Rips Recipe,
and a simple Lebanese Marinade

604'737-1 ooo Visit our restaurant for more recipes!
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Shop Mediterranean in Vancouver!  J095ils L6 LIawgio GoLuT

Wholesale inquiries contact Br. Nabil at: (778) 709 9558
3107 E 45th Ave, Vancouver, BC V5R 3C9 For retail, visit our store or call 604 430 1363

All types of Fresh Halal Meat I3 23Ul pylll g1551 8

Fresh Chicken Fresh Lamb Fresh Beaf m

Core Products: AlDayaa, California Garden, Puck, Mmj\ Sl
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