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Prime Minister,

thisisn’thowweshould
do things in Canada

In these difficult times, the government’s
public messaging has been polarizing.

By Amira Elghawaby

The governing party was
quick to issue an email blast
this week requesting support
for its stand against the imag-
inary mob of nigab-wearing
women clamoring to gain
citizenship in Canada.

“This isn’t how we do things
here,” reads the Conservatives’
pitch for support, echoing
Prime Minister Stephen

Harper’s own public

statements about the case.
This sentence reflects exactly
how many Canadians would
feel, bolstering the prime
minister’s apparent attempts
to divide Canadians in the
lead up to the next federal
election.

The words of our elected
leaders matter as they impact
public perceptions and atti-
tudes. In these difficult
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Who are the millionaires behind the
Islamophobic industry in America?

By CJ Werleman

In an interview on CNN,
Suzanne Barakat, the sister of
one of the Chapel Hill shooting
victims, said the film American
Sniper has helped to not only
“dehumanise Muslims” but also
has created an atmosphere
that is akin to an “open season”
on Muslim Americans.

Barakat says it was this climate
of anti-Muslim bigotry that led
to her brother’s barbaric exe-
cution at the hands of avowed

anti-theist Craig Stephen Hicks.

Is Barakat’s claim of an “open
season” on Muslim Americans
based in reflexive grief or are
her words a sombre narrative
of what is really happening in
America today?

Sadly, we need only examine
violence and intimidation car-
ried out against Muslims in the
past week alone to establish a
rising trend in anti-Muslim
bigotry. On Friday, an arsonist
destroyed an Islamic centre in
Houston, Texas. An actual fire-
man posted on Facebook, “Let

it burn...block the fire hydrant.”
On Tuesday, police arrested a
man for making a “bomb threat”
at a Muslim centre in Austin,
Texas. And a Hindu temple in
Bothell, Washington, was mis-
takenly targeted with anti-Mus-
lim graffiti. All these events in
a single week — most of which
were largely unreported by the
mainstream media.

This week’s attacks against
Muslim Americans have not
been confined to graffiti,
arson, vandalism and threats.

On Monday, a 39-year-old male
suspect was arrested for the
stabbing of two victims at a bus
stop in Southfield, Michigan.
The suspect asked whether the
two victims were Muslim before
stabbing one five times in the
face, neck and back; and the
other in the hand.

The past week is emblematic of
the broader trend of escalating
anti-Muslim violence. Consider
that before 9/11, there were
only 40 to 50 anti-Muslim hate
crimes per year. In the year
2001, there were nearly 500
hate crimes against Muslims,
and since then there has been
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Groundbreaking North American conference
in Vancouver challenges Christian Zionism

A groundbreaking three-day con-
ference in Vancouver is bringing
together academics, theologians,
and human rights advocates from
across North America, the Middle
East, and Europe to examine
Christian Zionism and the influ-
ence it has Canadian politics and
religion as well as events in the
Middle East. “Secking the Peace of
]erusalem.‘ Overcoming Christian
Zionism in the Questfor]usticc,”
organized by Canadian Friends
of Sabeel, a Palestinian Christian
theology centre, will be held at St
Mary’s Kerrisdale Church, 2940
West 37 Ave., Vancouver, April
23-25. The Thursday evening
keynote address by the Rev. Dr.
Naim Ateek of Jerusalem is open
to the public.

“Christian Zionism has an enormous
influence in the lives of many North
Americans, not to mention the policics
of our governments regarding the
Israel / Palestine conflict,” explained

Father Robert Assaly, conference
director and chair of Canadian
Friends of Sabeel, “And yet, many
of its core assumptions remain
unexplored and unchallenged. The

diverse group of speakers that we have
assembled, imluding representatives
of three major faiths, are planning to
do just that”

Among the speakers are
Palestinian Anglican priest Dr.
Naim Ateek, founder of the
Sabeel Ecumenical Liberation
Theology Centre in Jerusalem;
Dr. Gary Burge, professor of New
Testament Studies at Wheaton
College in Chicago; Rabbi Alissa
Wise, Co-Director of Organizing
for Jewish Voice for Peace of
Oakland, California and Jonathan
Kuttab, lawyer and founder of the
Al-Haq Human Rights Centre in
Ramallah.

The conference will also host
workshops for participants who
wish to learn how to advocate for
a peaceful resolution to the con-
flict. “We hope that those attcnding
the conferencc will come away not
only with a critical understaﬂding
of Christian Zionism,” said Assaly,
“but also an awareness of effective
strategies for aduocating for an
enduring, just peace of Jerusalem and
the region.”

Conference co-sponsors include
the two largest Protestant
Christian denominations in
Canada, the United Church
and the Anglican Church, as
well as another major Canadian
denomination, the Presbyterian
Church. A number oflocal organ-
isations have also endorsed the
conference.

For more information and to reg-

ister, visit www.necefsabeel.ca, For more information, contact

Councillor Yousef A. Barakat,
President/Canadian Arab Forum of
BC (Phone:604-767-6782)

The Canadian
Arab Forum of
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email conference@necefsabeel.
ca, or telephone (613) 559-0264.
Reduced rates are available for
students and those on low income.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

David Mivasair

is a Vancouver-based rabbi
who has lived in Israel-
Palestine for four years and
is a member of Independent
Jewish Voices.

This advertising is sponsored by ADALA - The Canadian Arab Justice Committee

SEEKING THE PEACE OF JERUSALEM

OVERCOMING CHRISTIAN ZIONISM IN THE QUEST FOR JUSTICE

SABEEL

Rev. Dr. Naim Ateek
Founder of Sabeel Centre
for Liberation Theology, Jerusalem

'“—h_"%
v

Presented by:
Canadian
Friends of Sabeel (CFOS)

Rabbi Alissa Wise
Jewish Voices for
Peace, Oakland

Rev. Carmen Lansdowne
Doctoral research in
decolonizing indigenous histories,
Heiltsuk First Nation, B.C.

Dr. Gary Burge
Professor of New Testament Studies,
Wheaton College, Chicago

A conference examining the prevalence of Christian Zioism,
its influence in the mainstream churches,
and its adverse impact on the realization of a just peace.

23 — 25 April 2015
Vancouver, B.C.

Location:
St Mary’s Kerrisdale Church,
2940 West 37 Ave., Vancouver

For conference information visit:
www.necefsabeel.ca

Anglican Church of Canada

Friends of Sabeel North America (FOSNA)
Presbyterian Church in Canada

United Church of Canada
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The Canada Palestine Association
is asking Canadians to donate
for the Defense Fund for Tamam
and Kenza al Zobaidi (mother
and daughter), who were denied
their legitimate residency status
in Jerusalem by the Israeli occu-
pation authorities and accordingly
their birthright. Also, Tamam has
now “become, essentia//y, stateless, and
risked falling out of ‘legal’ status in
Canada, which would render her unable
to work, receive health care or enroll
her child...in school” (Electronic
Intifada, Oct.6/14). Sobhi and
Tamam al Zobaidi are well-known
in the Vancouver Palestinian and
progressive community and their
friends are shocked by this devel-
opment. The story of Tamam
and her family represents every
Palestinian - it is the quintessen-
tial Palestinian dilemma of trying
to maintain dignity and justice
in the face of dispossession and
statelessness.

East Jerusalem is recognized by all
countries in the world including
Canada as illegally occupied ter-
ritory; in spite of this, Israel con-
tinues to act as the rightful owner
of Jerusalem against all interna-
tional humanitarian laws, UN res-
olutions and the Fourth Geneva
Convention. Israel continues with
its settler colonialist policy and eth-
nically cleansing Palestinians from
their historic homeland.

Background Info on Israel’s
Ruthless Policies in Occupied
Jerusalem

In 1967, on the wake of Israel’s

Donors to al Zobaidis’ legal
expenses can make their
checks payable to:

Canada Palestine Association
(write in Memo line:

Tamam Defense Fund)

Mail to:
CPA c/o BC Market
930 12th St.,

New Westminster,
B. C., V3M 4K6

Cheques can also be dropped
at BC Market or at

Tamam Restaurant, 2616
East Hastings, Vancouver

Donate online at:
www.gofundme.com/
SupportTamam

occupation of Gaza and the West
Bank -including East Jerusalem-,
Israel annexed East Jerusalem,
applying its rule and law over the
land. Nevertheless, it did not grant
the inhabitants of East Jerusalem
a status of citizenship but rather
permanent residency — through a
census, which was done from house
to house registering people who
were physically in the house at that
certain time and granting them a
permanent residency status rather
than citizenship.

Since 1967, more than 14,000
Palestinians in East Jerusalem
have had their status as perma-
nent residents of Israel revoked
by the state. The revocation is
part of Israel’s overall policy in
East Jerusalem, which is geared
towards the political goal of main-
taining a “demographic balance” in

Jerusalem, i.e., of ensuring a 70%
Jewish majority in the city. To that
end, ongoing efforts are made to
expand the Jewish population in
the city and reduce its Palestinian
population.

Ever since Israel annexed East
Jerusalem and its environs in
1967, it has applied a discrimina-
tory and restrictive policy there.
This includes an absence of proper
planning for Palestinian neigh-
borhoods, which was attended by
prohibitions on construction; the
refusal of applications for family
unification with Palestinians from
other parts of the West Bank; and
the denial of many basic services
to the community. Over the years,
the resulting harsh reality caused
tens of thousands of Palestinian
residents of East Jerusalem to leave
the city. Many of them relocated to
nearby suburbs in the West Bank
or to Jordan. Israel’s Ministry of
the Interior did not warn that by
leaving, these people were risk-
ing loss of their status as perma-
nent residents of Israel. Many only
learned after the fact that their
right to return to their homes in
East Jerusalem had been revoked.

For more information on these rac-
ist policies towards the indigenous
Palestinian people of Jerusalem
(both Christians and Muslims), see
the report from the Israeli Human
Rights group B’ Tselem:

Revocation of Residency in East
Jerusalem

And the report by the Society of St.
Yves, Catho lic Center for Human
Rights, Jerusalem:

The legal status of Palestinians in
Jerusalem

Elections are coming soon

\ Are you and your family registered to vote?

To check, to update your address
or to register go to:

ereg.elections.ca

It is quick and simple

MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD AND
REMEMBER TO VOTE.

IT IS YOUR RIGHT.

2015 (o) Yluws — uolad aasl 17N

1204 UAl

A Defense Fund for Tamam
al Zobaidi and her Family

Boycotting Air Canada

It is not just the Canadian govern-

ment that is complicit with Israeli
apartheid . . .

In recent months, Canadian gov-
ernment officials have been working
overtime to further cement their
outrageous and biased support of
Israeli policies. One example is the
January 18, 2015 Memorandum of
Understanding between the two
countries that committed to develop
“a coordinated, public diplomacy initiative
both bilaterally and in international and

multila[emlfom fo oppose boycotts of

Israel, its institutions, and its peop/e
within three to six months”,

This was quickly followed with the
Canadian ‘Public Safety’ minister
stating at the United Nations that
"Canada has taken a zero-tolerance
approach to anti-

Semitism and allforms
of discrimination
including rhetoric
towards Israel,
and attempts fo
delegitimize Israel
such as the Boycott,
Divestment and
Sanctions movement".
And the controver-
sial and draconian
Bill C-51 now mak-
ing its way through
the Canadian parlia-
ment is another ominous sign on the
horizon; pro-Palestinian activists are
fully aware that all of this will require
increased determination in order to
continue promoting the Palestinian
struggle for human and national
rights.

In this context, activists from BDS
Vancouver-Coast Salish started a
campaign last month to boycott Air
Canada, the leading airline in the
country. The original impetus was
reports from supporters that Sabra
Hummus was being served on Air
Canada flights. Sabra Hummus has
already been an issue of controversy
on university campuses in the U.S.
and Canada (University of Ottawa)
because of the deplorable human
rights record of one of its partner
companies, Strauss Group. Strauss
is the second largest Israeli food and
beverage company and is known for
supporting two Israeli military units
implicated in human rights abuses,
the Golani and Givati brigades.

However, further research (like peel-
ing the layers of an onion) revealed
that the links between Canadian busi-
ness leaders and Israeli apartheid run
deep. In fact, Air Canada recently
signed a maintenance agreement for
its B787 jets with Israel Aerospace
Industries TAI, a military defense
company wholly owned by the gov-
ernment of Israel. IAI is the subject
of boycotts across Europe and is well-
known for its drone technology and
production.

Corporate Watch in the UK says that
“IAI was one of the earliest dewlopers
of drone technology and launched its

You can also do your part
by signing the petition
to ‘Stop outsourcing
to Israel Aerospace
Industries and end all

complicity with Israeli
war crimes’ on change.
org web site’ or visit
ArabDemocrat.com/
issueb/petition

[first surveillance drone, the IAI Scout,
in 1979 IAI writes on its website of its
drones ‘unsurpassed track record of over
1,200,000 operational flight hours for over
50 users on five continents’ According to
Drone Wars UK, IAI has exported their
UAVs, sometimes through joint venture
agreements, to various European countries
as well as South America, Australia,
Canada and India and the company has
a growing market in Africa.”

And arecent study entitled “Sleepless in
Gaza”by Dr. Atef Abu Saif, Al-Azhar
University in Gaza, has detailed
the terrifying impact of drone war-
fare on the Gaza Strip, especially
on children, and states — “Since their
first use in 2000, drones have led to the
death of hundreds of Palestinians and
have injured thousands more. In addition,
they have directly negatively
impacted Palestinian
psychological and
social life, as well
as causing a grossly
negative impact on
education.”

Calin Rovinescu,
Air Canada’s CEO,
was part of PM
Stephen Harper’s
delegation to Israel
early last year,
along with other top
Canadian business
moguls. Of course, there is plenty of
precedent here, most notably with the
Heseg Foundation program created
and sponsored by Indigo-Chapter’s
CEO, Heather Reisman. Heseg (also
known as the Lone Soldier program)
offers financial support and schol-
arships to individuals who have no
family in Israel but decide nonethe-
less to join the Israeli army —an army
of occupation.

It is truly shameful that Air Canada
is “outsourcing” its maintenance work
to this Israeli defense company that
is directly responsible for the deaths
of Palestinian civilians and has the
blood of Palestinian children on its
hands. BDS Vancouver called on sup-
porters in its recent fact sheet, done
up for Israel Apartheid Week at local
campuses, to send the message that
Palestinian rights and lives matter;
Israeli government abuses of interna-
tional law will not be rewarded with
our travel dollars.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Marion Kawas

A long-time pro-Palestinian
activist, a member of BDS
Vancouver-Coast  Salish
and cohost of Voice of
Palestine. (This is an
expanded version of an
article that first appeared
on Mondoweiss.net)
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The Moroccan Mobile Consulate

will be providing consular
services to the local Moroccan community:

e Immatriculation Consulaire e Notarization of official documents

e |ssuance of passports used in Morocco,

e Issuance of Moroccan Identity Cards ® Procedures towards divorce

e Issuance of Family Record Books e Validation of non-Moroccan Marriages

e Translation of Birth Certificates, Driver's
Licenses, and High School & BA Diplomas.

Saturday April 25,2015 - from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm
Sunday April 26,2015 - from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Location: 3640 No 5 Road Richmond

To make this event smoother, pre-register at:

Email: Moroccan@gmail.com | Web site: www.moroccan.ca | Facebook: facebook.com/MoroccaninCanada
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Prime Minister,
this isn’t how we should
do things in Canada

times, the government’s public
messaging has been polarizing.
Here’s a selection of the most divi-
sive stances:

1. Fear of the “Other” From a wide-
ly-criticized bill banning “Barbaric
Cultural practices,” to suggesting that
Canadian mosques are incubators
of violent extremism, to suggesting
that women who wish to practice
their religion freely will destroy
Canadian values our government
has painted Canadian Muslims as
a potential “fifth column” lurking
in the shadows. The fact that the
prime minister has failed to pub-
licly condemn recent attacks against
Canadian Muslims and their insti-
tutions speaks volumes.

Mr. Harper and Immigration
Minister Chris Alexander are being,
at best, careless with their words,
or at worst, deliberately fear-mon-
gering to serve a political agenda.
For example, Canadian Muslim
women who choose to visibly man-
ifest their faith are most often the
targets of anti-Muslim hatred. Why
promote xenophobia by criticizing
the face-covering niqab or even the
hijab — the headscarf worn by some
Canadian Muslim women?

Our government, which claims to
promote equality for women, is the
same government that slashed fund-
ing to women’s organizations and
refused to open an inquiry into the
hundreds of missing and murdered
Aboriginal women.

2. Pretend to care about Canadians
wrongfully imprisoned abroad but
do as little as possible to get them
released. We all know about jour-
nalist Mohamed Fahmy and the (so
far) failed bid to get him back to
Canada. Mr. Harper has brilliantly
appeared to do both something,
and nothing, at the same time. So
those who unfairly pillory Fahmy as
a Canadian of convenience are likely
satisfied with Fahmy’s frustration
with Mr. Harper’s handling of his
case. And those who are angered by
the prime minister’s failure to pick
up the phone like Australia’s leader
are offered assurances that ours did
in fact send some kind of letter.

Then we have other Canadians
unjustly detained abroad with
barely a whisper of protest from
the government. There is Bashir

Makhtal who has been detained
in an Ethiopian jail cell since 2006
despite repeated assurances to his
family and community by govern-
ment officials. And Huseyin Celil,
sentenced to life in prison in China,
is consistently forgotten as the fed-
eral government does business with
China, just as it does business with
the Ethiopians and the Egyptians
as though nothing is amiss. What's
the hold up? Contrast this with the
government spending thousands
of dollars in 2008 to repatriate con-
victed Canadian Brenda Martin
from a Mexican jail cell.

3. Act tough on terror: The federal
government has seemingly worked
hard to show the terrorism threat is
under control with their proposed
legislation and tough language, so
long as critics don’t get in the way
with pesky questions about over-
sight and civil liberties. That Bill
C-51 has been met with serious
criticisms from eminent Canadians
and experts on national security law
seems to matter little. The prime
minister appears bent on ramming
through highly-charged legislation
without sufficient debate or sober
thought.

Through all the rhetoric, take
note of how our government clas-
sifies terrorism. It applies only to
terror allegedly plotted and com-
mitted by Muslims, not “murderous
misfits” like those in Halifax who
weren’t “culturally” motivated in
their St. Valentine’s Day plot to kill
scores of people at a shopping mall,
according to Justice Minister Peter
MacKay.

The government that says it is com-
mitted to protect Canadians is the
same one that alienates the very
communities it needs to empower
and work with. Prime Minister, this
shouldn’t be how we do things here.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

AMIRA ELGHAWABY

the human rights
coordinator at the National
Council of Canadian
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Who are the millionaires behind the
Islamophobic industry in America?

anywhere from 100 to 150 anti-Muslim
hate crimes per year.

Saladin Ahmed, an Arab-American
science fiction writer, summed up the
current plight of Muslims in America
today when he tweeted, “It’s some fucked
up shit when you realise you're feeling
thankful for ‘not looking Arab” and not
having an accent.”

The release of American Sniper has led
to an increase in incidences of violence
and intimidation carried out against
Muslim Americans, according to the
American-Arab Anti-Discrimination
Committee (ADC). “4 majority of the
violent threats we have seen over the past
few days are result of how Arabs and
Muslims are depicted in American Sniper,”
said the ADC in a statement. “We have
collected hundreds of violent messages
targeting Arab and Muslim Americans from
movie-goers.”

If an overtly racist and demeaning film
has played a part in the escalation of
Muslim harassment in America, it’s
only a bit part. The lead actor is a little
more conniving and sinister. The lead
actor is not only flushed with cash, but
is also executing a coordinated and
sustained propaganda campaign to
dehumanise Muslim Americans as
part of a broader strategy to support
pro-Zionist goals.

Since 2001, a group of shadowy groups
and individuals have spent millions to
disseminate misinformation about
Muslims into the mainstream media,
body politic and public consciousness.
The objective? Provide political cover
for both the US’s war on terror, and
Israel’s war on Palestinians.

Yasmine Taeb, co-author of the
new report, Fear, Inc. 2.0: The
Islamophobia Network’s Efforts to
Manufacture Hate in America, said
in a recent interview that “since 2001,
there has been over $57 million that’s been
contributed to this fear-mongering, anti-
Muslim, anti-Islam organisations by eight
very wealthy donors.”

According to the Council on American-
Islamic Relations, 37 US-based anti-Is-
lam groups enjoyed a combined
revenue of $119 million in the years

The Chapel Hill murders must be seen as a tipping point and opportunity to
examine and confront the forces that are leading Americans to believe the
Islamic faith seeks to destroy “American values”

2008 to 2011. One of CAIR’s find-
ings is that these groups are “often
tightly linked” and that “key players in
the network benefited from large salaries
as they encouraged the American public to

fear Islam.”

These well-funded and well-organised
groups push erroneous and spiteful
narratives:

In Europe, there’s the Eurabian con-
spiracy theory, which holds there is
a secret plot between European and
Arab leaders to facilitate mass Muslim
immigration, “mbjuga[e Europe, and
transform the continent into an Arab
colony, Eurabia.” Like the Jewish con-
spiracy theories in Germany during
the 1930s, no evidence is ever offered
to support either the plot or the actual
likelihood Muslims will come to dom-
inate Europe, demographically. It’s a
conspiracy that has been pushed by
everyone from the nationalistic English
Defence League to Dutch politician
Geert Wilder, and is outlined in great
detail in Bat Ye'or’s book Eurabia: the
Euro-Arabiz Axis.

In America, it’s the Sharia law conspir-
acy theory, which holds that “alongside

INGEICE!
Restaurant

"

Avabian and
Middle Castern
Cuisine

e

the use of violence is the strategy ofstealth
Jihad, which aims at the infiltration of
national institutions and the assertion
of Muslim’s demands through the legal
system.” It’s a conspiracy pushed by
everyone from the Republican Party
to Fox News, and is outlined indepth
in Mark Steyn’s book American Alone.

The Sharia law conspiracy theory can
easily be dismissed as wildly ridic-
ulous, but it’s a conspiracy that has
gained traction nevertheless. A 2011
survey found 30 percent of Americans
believed Muslim Americans were seek-
ing to replace the US Constitution with
Sharia law.

So who are these groups and individ-
uals pushing evidently obvious misin-
formation and gross generalisations
for the purpose of manufacturing a
climate of fear, suspicion and anger
toward American Muslims?

US neo-conservative activists David
Horowitz and Daniel Pipes established
Campus Watch in 2002, which identi-
fied and monitored university profes-
sors who openly supported rights for
Palestinians and encouraged students
to protest against Israel’s oppressive

policy towards its Arab citizens, and
those in the West Bank and Gaza.
One year later, Horowitz founded
DiscoverTheNetworks.org, which
identified and assailed groups and
individuals “accused of enab/ing Islamism
and lmdermining American values.” And
in 2007, Horowitz organised Islamo-
Fascism Awareness Week.

NYU adjunct professor Arun
Kundnani notes that by 2008, “a group
of well-funded Islamophobic activists had
coalesced. Pamela Geller’s b]og Atlas Shmgx
(named after Ayn Rand’s novel) had come
to prominence with the Khalil Gibran
International Academy campaign. She
worked closely with Robert Spencer, whose
Jihad Watch site was run as a subsidiary
ofthe David Horowitz Freedom Center.”
Kundnani also notes that the Los
Angeles-based millionaire couple
Aubrey and Joyce Chernick used their
foundation to fund Robert Spencer
with “close to a million dollars between
2004 and 2009

It was during this period that ACT!
For America was formed. Started
by Bridgette Gabriel in 2007, this
Islamophobic citizen action network
had established more than 570 chapters

discolntiwhen
showing this ad

and 170,000 members before the end
ofits second year.

It’s this network of anti-Muslim
organisations and individuals that
drives not only media distractions,
such as the hysteria over the “proposed”
mosque at Ground Zero, but has also
largely driven the narrative of con-
servative media, the religious right,
New Atheism, and nearly the entire
Republican Party. “In America today,
the level of public anti-Muslim bigotry is
shockingly high. Politicians and pundits,
usually on the right, say things about
Muslims that they would be immediately

fired for saying about Christians or Jews,”

writes Peter Beinhart.

During the 2012 GOP presidential
campaign, Herman Cain declared:
“There is this creeping attempt, there is this
attempt to gradually ease Sharia law and
the Muslimfaith into our government.”
Former Speaker of the House Newt
Gingrich thundered, “T believe Sharia is
a mortal threat to the survival of freedom
in the United States and in the world as
we know it” While Peter King (R-NY),
chair of the House Homeland Security
Committee, claimed: “There is an
inﬁl[mtion qfthe Sharia practise into all of
our operating systems in our country, as well
as across Western civilisation.”

There is no evidence anywhere from
anyone to support the notion that
Muslim Americans desire to imple-
ment Sharia law in America. In fact, a
2011 Pew Research Center poll found
that perhaps as many as 80 percent
of Muslims living in America do not
attend mosques and have a secular
outlook.

So where are these conservative politi-
cians and the right-wing media getting
their Sharia law talking points from?

During the 2008 election, and with a
Democratic candidate whose middle
name is Hussein, 28 million copies
of an anti-Muslim propaganda film,
Obsession: Radical Islam’s War Against
the West, was distributed throughout
hotly contested electoral battleground
states. The film was funded with a $17
million donation from a conservative
group that political funding laws allow

> CONT. PAGE 12
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If you want to add a church to our
list or make a correction, please

send us an email to
corrections@MuslimGazette.ca

S.no. | Name Address Phone Demonination Source
g [ 15133 - 82A Ave, Surrey BC V3S 8R1  778-882-2784  Arabic Church arabicchurchbe.ca
Arabic Church
1 4812 Willingdon Ave., Burnaby BC . 1
3 Willingdon MB Church V5G 3H6 604-435-5544  Arabic Church willingdon.org
- . C/o 6075 Inverness Street, . churchplantingbc.com/current-
4 Vancouver Christian Arabic Church Vancouver, BC V5W 3Pg 604-277-2802  Arabic Church e brat Bl Gry
. 715 E 51st Avenue, Vancouver, BC, . .
5  The Old Catholic Church of BC V5X 1E2 Canada (604) 325-9193  Multilingual Church  oldcatholicbc.com
. . 948 Como Lake Ave, Coquitlam B.C. . . :
6  Arabic Presbyterian Church V3] 7P9, Coquitlam B.C. Canada 604-552-4415  Arabic Church coquitlampresbyterianchurch.com
g (| o O T 13905 108 Avenue Surrey, BC V3T 2L1  (604) 588-8020 ~ Coptic Church stgeorge.ca
Church in Vancouver

9  Saint Mary Coptic Orthodox Church 12469 104 Ave, Surrey, BC V3V 6A2  (604) 581-1810  Coptic Church stmary-ottawa.org

Saint George Mission Melkite Greek
Catholic Church

6610 Balmoral Street, Burnaby, BC,

V3E 1)1 (604) 431-0047

Multilingual Church  sgm.rcav.org/
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to keep the names of its donors anony-
mous, and forewarns of a Muslim plot
to takeover America.

While the film did not prevent can-
didate Barack Obama from winning
the presidency, it was successful inso-
far as it injected anti-Muslim hysteria
into America’s political bloodstream.
According to a 2010 Time maga-
zine poll, more than 25 percent of
Americans believed the President to
be a Muslim.

Fear and suspicion is the root cause of
violence carried out against Muslim
Americans. In a 2011 poll, 6 percent of
Muslims said they had been victims of a
hate crime. Louise Cainkar, author of
The Impact of the September 11 attacks
on Arab and Muslim Communities in
the United States, cites a study in which
all those interviewed, college-educated
Muslim American women in Chicago,
had been “the victims of physical or verbal
abuse, or knew someone close to them who
had been”.

If discrimination at the hands of
an ever fearful and hateful general
population isn’t enough, Muslim
Americans are also faced with the fear
of reporting the crime carried out
against them. Not only do Muslims

believe the authorities won't help, but
Muslims are acutely aware that they’re
the targets of deportation, surveillance
and harassment by law enforcement.
“That excessive scrutiny has eroded the trust

»”

necessary for victims to report hate crimes,
writes Farhana Khera.

Taeb says the main goal of Muslim
civil rights activists should be to name
and shame the funders of anti-Mus-
lim bigotry, which she hopes will
“dry up the money”. In an interview
with Democracy Now, Taeb says:
“If we eliminate the money trail, if we
eliminate these millions of a’o/[arc that
are being donated to these organisations,
that essentially their living is now just to
promote discriminatory policies against
three million Americans.”

Khera suggests the Justice Department
should launch a website modelled
on the Education Department’s
Stopbulling.gov — dedicated to inform-
ing the public on how to identify and
report hate crimes. “The site should

also provide a one-stop shop for tools and
resources for law enforcement, educators,
public officials, media and other key
stakeholders in reducing hate-motivated
violence,” suggests Khera.

These are some of the things we can do

to lessen persecution against Muslims
based on their faith. The Chapel Hill
murders must be seen as a tipping
point — an opportunity to examine
and confront the forces that are lead-
ing Americans to believe the Islamic
faith seeks to destroy “American values.”
It was this worldview (“Islam is at war
with the West”) that led Anders Breivik
to murder 77 students in Norway; it’s
probable it led Hicks to murder three
Muslims in North Carolina, and it cer-
tainly is behind the spike in anti-Mus-
lim hate crimes. So what are we going
to do about it?

CJ WERLEMAN

the author of Crucifying
America, God Hates You.
Hate Him Back, Koran
Curious, and is the host of
Foreign Object. Follow him
on twitter: @cjwerleman
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CRYSTAL YORK HALL

MUSLIM YOUTH CENTRE

15™ ANNIVERSARY FUNDRAISING DINNER
SATURDAY APRIL 11,2015, 5:00 PM

GUEST SPEAKER

SHEIKH ALAA ELSAYED |

TOPIC. LOOKING OUT FOR A HERO

210-12888 80™ AVENUE, SURREY

$20

PER PERSON
(UNDER 5 YEARS FREE)

FREE SUPERVISION FOR
CHILDREN AT THE EVENT

¢ FUN GAMES
¢ FACE PAINTING

o ARTS & CRAFTS VISA
¢ POPCORN & CANDY

v CASH

v CHEQUE
v CREDIT CARD

WIN A TRIP TODISNEYLAND

i  ak ket () PRI
CONTACT INFO

KAREEM
ZULEIKA
KANIZA

604 596 5618
604 590 5864
604 720 1201

MUSLIMYOUTHCENTREOFBC@GMAIL.COM
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE DOOR

ONLINE: WWW.MYC15.EVENTBRITE.CA?S=32602427
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If you want to add a mosque to our
list or make a correction, please

send us an email to

corrections@MuslimGazette.ca
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ABBOTSFORD

ABBOTSFORD ISLAMIC
CENTER®

1980 Salton Road Abbotsford V2S 3W7
604-302-0105
ABBOTSFORD.THEBCMA.COM

ABBOTSFORD
JAMATKHANA®

109A 2580 Cedar Pk Pl, Abbotsford, BC
(604) 859-0894

BURNABY

BURNABY BRANCH®
5060 Canada Way, Burnaby, B.C
(604) 524-4499

THEBCMA.COM

BURNABY JAMATKHANA®
6556 Sprott, Burnaby, B.C
(604) 299-9155

BURNABY JAMATKHANA®
4010 Canada Way, Burnaby, BC Phone:
(604) 438-4010

NORTH VANCOUVER

NORTH SHORE CHAPTER®
2300 Kirkstone Road, North Vancouver,
BC

(604) 925-9991
NORTHSHORE.THEBCMA.COM

NORTH VANCOUVER
ISLAMIC CENTER®

2300 Kirkstone Road , North Vancouver,
BC

North Vancouver Islamic Center
604-784-5032

HEADQUARTERS
JAMATKHANA®

1150 Gladwin Dr, North Vancouver, BC
(604) 988-1934

CHILLIWACK MUSSALLAH®
Unit B 45845 Yale Road East, Chilliwack,
BC

Full Time Mussallah Opening Oct 3rd

Inshallah
604-701-2014
CHILLIWACK.THEBCMA.COM

CHILIWACK_]AMATKHANA(4)
Suite 5-8635 Young Rd, Chilliwack, BC
V2P 4P3

(604) 792-5848

PORT COQUITLAM

MASJID AL-HIDAYAH

& ISLAMIC CULTURAL
CENTRE®

2626 Kingsway Avenue, Port Coquitlam,
BC

(604) 945-1885
ISLAM~CANADA.COM

DELTA MUSALLAH®
205-9250 120th Street,
Delta, BC

604-715-4096

RICHMOND BRANCH®
12300 Blundell Rd, Richmond, BC
(604)233-7006
RICHMOND.THEBCMA.COM

RICHMOND JAMATKHANA®
7900B Alderbridge Way, Richmond, BC
(604) 273-972

AZ-ZAHRAA ISLAMIC
CENTER®

8580 #5 RD, Richmond, BC
VoY 2V4

Tel-604-274-7869

SURREY DELTA BRANCH®
12407 72nd Avenue, Surrey, BC
(604) 576-7834
SURREY.THEBCMA.COM

SURREY EAST BRANCH®
13585 62nd Avenue, Surrey, BC
(604) 597-7863
SURREYEAST.THEBCMA.COM

JUMMU’AH ONLY (FRIDAY PRAYER)

MASJID AL-NOOR®
13526 98A Avenue, Surrey, BC
604-930-9742
MASJIDALNOOR.CA

MASJID AL-HUDA®
14136 Grosvenor Road,
Surrey, BC

604-585-4832

MASJID ANWAR MEDINA®
13560-105A Avenue,

Surrey, BC

604-583-9786

FLEETWOQOD ISLAMIC
CENTRE®

209-8468 162 Street,

Surrey, BC

604-617-7488

FIJI ISLAMIC CENTRE®
12988 - 84th Avenue,

Surrey, BC

+1 604-220-0383

MUSLIM YOUTH CENTRE®
209-7750 128 Street,

Surrey, BC

(604) 502-8692]

FRASER VALLEY

JAMATKHANA®

15177-68 Avenue (Corner of 152 St and 68
Avenue) Surrey, BC

(604) 596-5354

AZA-E-HUSSAIN
ASSOCIATION®

220-12837, 76th Avenue

Surrey,BC,V3V 2V3
AZA-E-HUSSAIN.ORG

AL-KAWTHAR MOSQUE®
8550 #123 St,

Surrey, BC V3W 3V6
Tel-604-590-4115
Nouri-604-754-7138

KAMPLOOPS

AYESHA MOSQUE®
2805 HWy 5a South.Kamloops, BC
250-377-7477

AYESHAMOSQUE.COM

VANCOUVER

VANCOUVER BRANCH®
4162 Welwyn Street, Vancouver, BC
(604) 873-1787
VANCOUVER.THEBCMA.COM

FRASER MUSALLAH®
6436 Fraser Street,
Vancouver, BC

604 316-4394

JAMIA MASJID VANCOUVER®
655 West 8th Avenue, Vancouver, BC
604-309-6036

PAKCAN.COM

ISLAMIC INFORMATION
CENTER®

3127 Kingsway, Vancouver, BC
604-434-7526
ISLAMICINFOCENTER.ORG

MASJID OMAR-AL-FAROOQ®
1659 E10 Ave, Vancouver, BC
604-873-8580

DARALMADINAH.COM

UBC BROCK HALL ANNEX
2nd Floor, Rm 2357,

Vancouver, BC

MSA-UBC.ORG

BAITUR RAHMAN®

9570 River Road Delta Vancouver, BC V4G
1B5 Canada

+1 (604) 583-4669

WEST BROADWAY MUSAIA -
AL BASHA RESTAURANT®
3143 W. Broadway, Vancouver, BC

4 times salah only- Zuhr - IshaNo Juma
Salat

604-568-8841

DOWNTOWN MUSSALLA®
350 West Georgia, Vancouver, BC

Juma Only - Vancouver Public Library In
Alice Mckay Rm

(604) 897-9349
MUSLIMCOMMUNITYCENTRE.COM

DRAKE JAMATKHANA®

508 Drake, Vancouver, BC
(604) 683-2613

VANCOUVER JAMATKHANA®
403 - 1189 Main Street, Vancouver, BC
604-687-6091

TRI-CITIES JAMATKHANA®
Tri-cities 3127 St. Johns St Port Moody,
BC

(604) 461-3127

UBC JAMATKHANA®
BROCK HALL ANNEX1874 EAST
MALL V6T 1Z1 UBC ISA

THAQALAYN MUSLIM
ASSOCIATION®

ANGU 237, Henry Angus Building,
2053 Main Mall,

Vancouver BC

604- 444- 0747
UBC.THAQALAYN.CA

LANGLEY MUSSALLA (NEW
LOCATION)®

20239 Industrial Ave, Langley, BC
Langley Musalla for 5 times prayers,
taraweeh, quran classes etc - Contact
Kaleem Ahmed

604-720-8054

VICTORIA BRANCHU
2218 Quadra Street Victoria BC
250 995-1422
VICTORIA.THEBCMA.COM

VICTORIA JAMATKHANA®

1250 Esquimalt Rd, Victoria, BC V9A 3N§
(250) 380-2700

ASSOCIATION OF ISLAMIC
CHARITABLE PROJECTS®
553 Front Street (Musala inside)
604-524-2752
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BURNABY

SFU BURNABY CAMPUS®
8888 University Dr, Burnaby, BC V5A 1S6
(778) 782-3111

SFU.CA/~MSA

MUSALLA ABU BAKR®

7825 Edmonds Street,

Burnaby, BC V3N1B9

778-892-7867
BCIT- BURNABY CAMPUS®
3700 Willingdon Ave,

Burnaby, BC V5G

604-779-7771

QUEENSBOROUGH

QUEENSBOROUGH / ANNACIS
ISLAND®

920 Ewen Avenue,

New Westminster BC,V3M 5L8
604-765-1507

KAMPLOOPS

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF

EVENT

STRETCH, TONE and TEA. (Yoga for Ladies)

THE CARIBOO®
900 McGill Rd,
Kamloops, BC V2C 6N6
250-314-3420

SURREY

KENNEDY HALL
8870 120 Street,
Surrey BC, V3V

GUILDFORD -ABDUL KHALIQ
MUSSALA

#209 10222A 152 St, Surrey, BC
Entrance from the back of building (M on
the door of Mussala) Surrey, BC. 5 times
salah, Quran classes and Jumua’ Contact:
Wasif Rana 778-896-5344 (for entry 9am
to 7pm Monday to Saturday)
778-896-5344

AFGHAN MUSSALLA®

10648 135 Street,

Surrey, BC

778-892-7867

ISLAMIC ACADEMY OF

DATE

3:30 P

Sundays, March 29 - April 12 at

CANADA®

Unit 113 -8299 -129th Street,
Surrey, BC

Time: 2.30pm

604-543-2477

MURRAYVILLE COMMUNITY
HALL

21667 48 Ave, Langley BC V3A

1pm to 2pm

VANCOUVER

VANCOUVER DOWNTOWN®
2nd floor at 910 Granville,

Vancouver, BC

First 1.30pm and 2nd @ 2.10pm
778-858-4085

COLLINGWOOD
NEIGHBOURHOOD HOUSE®
5288 Joyce Street,

Vancouver BC,V5R 6C9

(upstairs)

604-435-3127

PLACE

Ajyal Center, 202-181 Keefer Place, Vancouver

UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH
COLUMBIA®

2329 West Mall,

Vancouver BC, V6T 124
604-822-2211

International House

VANCOUVER AIRPORT
Interfaith Chapel / International Arrivals
Level

SAUDI STUDENT SOCIETY OF
VANCOUVER®

695 Smithe Street, Vancouver BC, V6B
2C9

The musalla is located inside the
camouflage clothing store

778-858-4085

NORTH VANCOUVER

KAREN MAGNUSSEN
COMMUNITY CENTRE®
2300 Kirkstone Road,

North Vancouver BC

(604) 987-7529

DETAILS

Fee is $15.00 for the balance of 3 sessions
Call 7785580547 (sister)

UNIVERSITY OF VICTORIA®
Interfaith Chapel
250-384-7000

WHITE ROCK MUSSALLA®
1483 King George Hwy

Surrey, V4A 4Z5

604-537-9407

WHITEROCKMUSLIMS.COM

604-274-7869

THURSDAYS NIGHT PROGRAM h
www.az-zahraa.org

Thursday, April 2 and 9 7:15 PM 8580 Number 5 Rd, Richmond, BC

$20 per person. Call Kareem at 604-596-
18

Muslim Youth Association Fundraising Dinner ce

Saturday, April 11, 2015 at 5:00 PM | Crystal York Hall, 210 — 12888 80th Ave, Surrey

Vancouver South African Film Festival April 10 - 12, 2015 Djavad Mowafaghian Cinema, 149 W. Hastings St www.vsaff.org

SFU Free Event
What does inequality mean in Canada: 99% of us | Wednesday April 15, 2015 7:00- More info: Avervl Bancroft
want to know 9:00 PM www.sfu.ca/publicsquare/upcoming-events/ very

inequality-in-canada.html averyl_publicsq@sfu.ca

Conference: “Seeking the Peace of Jerusalem:

Overcoming Christian Zionism in the Quest for St Mary’s Kerrisdale Church, 2940 West 37 Ave.,

April 23-25, 2015 Registration Fee: $160 (starting April 1st)

oD Vancouver Student/Low-Income: $60
Justice,
Admilssion: :
; Location: - Online: only $4.00 per person or $15.00
FAMILY FESTIVAL Egt‘ggd;};lAf 2,102051)12\215 www.timberlineranch.com/seasonal-camps-and- er famil
: T events/family-festival E Ga}lte : $7.00 per person or $25.00 per
amily

For up to date events in BC, please follow on facebook: facebook.com/groups/MuslimEventsBC | facebook.com/groups/ArabEventsBC | facebook.com/groups/PalestineEventsBC
To advise us of events, please email events@arabdemocrat.com
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We need to talk
about white people

By Amer Zahr

We spend a lot of our time talking
about immigrants, minorities, and
foreigners. But we almost never
talk about white people. And we
should. After all, there’s so many
of them. According to the 2010 US
Census, the United States contains
223,553,265 of them. They make
up 72.4% of the country’s popu-
lation. (For some reason, that
number also includes all of our
nation’s Arab Americans, but that’s
another question for another day.)

Despite their strong numbers,
many white people feel that they
are losing their country. And,
well, they are right. Many social
scientists have proposed that by
2042 white Americans will become
a minority, just like the rest of us.
And they don’t seem too comfort-
able with that. They want their
country back. Yes, “their” coun-
try. See, white Americans believe
something essential about them-
selves. It’s something that the rest
of us can’t really grasp. Simply
put, they believe that this country
belongs to them.

Why do I say this? Well, I went to
school in this country, in a commu-
nity of very nice white people out-
side of Philadelphia. Iimagine my
history classes were just like every-
one else’s throughout America.
And when I learned about the first
white people to get here, my teach-
ers called them “settlers,” “c
and “pioneers.” They never called
them “immigrants.” “Immigrants”
was a word reserved for non-
white people who came later. But
those settlers, colonists, and pio-
neers were immigrants. In fact,
they were undocumented immi-
grants. From what I remember,
I don’t think they got a visa from
the Cherokee embassy in London
before packing into the Mayflower.

olonists,”

In high school history, we also
learned about something called
“manifest destiny.” Manifest des-
tiny was the belief that Americans
(white Americans) were preor-
dained to settle from coast to
coast. And they did, removing
Native Americans and dismantling
Mexico in the process. “Manifest”
is an adjective that means some-
thing is “clear or obvious.” “Destiny”

means that certain events will
“neccssarily happcn.” So, in other
words, 19th-century Americans
(white Americans) believed it was
clear and obvious that their expan-
sion would necessarily happen,
regardless of the cost. And we all
know who gives you your destiny.
Those “manifest destiny” Americans
very clearly believed that God was
on their side. Who knows? Maybe
he was. Things have turned out
pretty good for them.

And there’s another thing about
my history classes. I seem to
remember learning about ancient
history in places like Greece,
Mesopotamia, and China. We
learned what happened there
three thousand and four thousand
years ago. But for some reason,
history started in America when
Christopher Columbus arrived. It
seems that nothing happened in
our country before 1492. It really
does make you wonder where all
those pesky Indians came from
(note: they weren’t from India).

See, white people always think
that they were there first, wher-
ever “there” might be. A few years
ago, I was in a car with one of
my white friends. Let’s call him
Dustin. We were driving in his
suburban neighborhood at night.
All of a sudden, a deer came into
our path. Luckily, we stopped in
time to avoid any sort of accident.
We sat there, staring down the
animal. Dustin then inquired,
quite annoyingly, “What the hell
is that deer doing here?” 1 think
he didn’t understand that the
deer was looking at him, think-
ing, “What the hell are you doing
here? I was here first. You moved
into my neighborhood, I didn’t move
into yours.” As a Palestinian, I

understood the deer quite well.
Dustin did not.

Let me stress something. I believe
the vast majority of white people
are perfectly polite and well-mean-
ing people. But they do suffer
from this delusion that America
belongs to them. And it is a delu-
sion, a misunderstanding, and a
hallucination. For instance, only
thirteen of the fifty states possess
names that are English in origin.
The rest are derived from Spanish
and Native American tongues.
And the reason for that is simple.
Those people were there first. In
fact, the entire southwest of the
United States was once part of
Mexico. Those states had Spanish
names, and they still do. Well, one
didn’t, and when white people
couldn’t think of new name to give
it, they just gave up and named it
New Mexico.

In fact, many of the Mexicans who
today live in Texas, California,
Arizona, and Nevada are actually
from Texas, California, Arizona,
and Nevada. They were there
first. Only a delusional person can
tell a Mexican he doesn’t have a
right to live in a place called San
Antonio. It must be a weird feel-
ing when a white person tells you
that you shouldn’t be in a place
that your people named.

Now, let me say that I am quite
thankful for white people. They
have built a great country. I travel
to many places in the world. And
I would still rather live nowhere
else. I love American capitalism.
I love fast internet, free refills,
and the McDonald’s dollar menu.
America is a great place. It’s the
only place in the world where poor
people can be fat. And for all of
our uniquely American problems

revolving around race, we still
elected the African Muslim guy
twice.

But not everything white peo-
ple have created is praiseworthy.
Somehow, they have managed
to inform the entire world that
almost all of our adults are in fact
not smarter than a fifth grader.

Now, not all delusions are bad.
Sometimes we need to believe in
illusions in order to move forward.
We need to dream. I am at least
thirty pounds overweight, but 1
still look in the mirror every day
and wonder how the world can
tolerate such a handsome speci-
men. I am hallucinating, but it is
good for my psyche (or at least I
tell myself it is).

The problem with the white delu-
sion I am describing is that it is
actually harming America. It
is patently un-American. We
like to call ourselves “a nation of
immigrants.” We like to say that “we
all came from somewhere.” But if we
are to all feel truly American, it
will only happen when white peo-
ple honestly confess that they are
foreigners, just like the rest of us.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

AMER ZAHR

Palestinian American
comedian, writer, and
speaker living in Michigan.
He is also the editor of “The
Civil Arab.” Email Amer
Zahr.
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Wide selection of
Arabic and
Middle Eastern
Products
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6953 Kingsway, Burnaby, BC V5E 1E5 Hours of Operation:

ca|| (604) 759-1138 Monday - Friday: 10:00 AM - 8:00 PM

Saturday - Sunday: 10:00 AM - 7:00 PM
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Tibisti Grill, Specializing in Mediterranean Style Grilling, 6990 Victoria Dr,
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, V5P 3Y8, tibistigrill.com

An updated Lebanese Maui Rips Recipe,
and a simple Lebanese Marinade

Daily Specials

604- 7' 7 I ooo Visit our restaurant for more recipes!
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Shop Mediterranean in Vancouver!  J095ils L6 LIawgio GoLuT

Wholesale inquiries contact Br. Nabil at: (778) 709 9558
3107 E 45th Ave, Vancouver, BC V5R 3C9 For retail, visit our store or call 604 430 1363

All types of Fresh Halal Meat I3 23Ul pylll g1551 8

Fresh Chicken Fresh Lamb Fresh Beaf m

Core Products: AlDayaa, California Garden, Puck, Mmj\ Sl
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