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What’s Happer‘lirllg'to Canada?

Open letter to P.M.

2015 Globe and Mail edi-
torial titled “Parliament

Dear Prime Minister:

Many Americans love
Canada and the specific
benefits that have come
to our country from our
northern neighbor’s
many achievements (see
Canada Firsts by Nader,
Conacher and Milleron).
Unfortunately, your latest
proposed legislation—the
new anti-terrorism act—is
being described by lead-
ing Canadian civil liberties
scholars as hazardous to
Canadian democracy.

A central criticism was ably
summarized in a February

Must Reject Harper’s Secret
Policeman Bill,” to wit:

“Prime Minister Stephen
Harper never tires of tell-
ing Canadians that we are
at war with the Islamic
State. Under the cloud
of fear produced by his
repeated hyperbole about
the scope and nature of
the threat, he now wants
to turn our domestic spy
agency into something
that looks disturbingly like
a secret police force.
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What’s Happening to Canada?

Open letter to P.M.

Canadians should not be willing
to accept such an obvious threat to
their basic liberties. Our existing
laws and our society are strong
enough to stand up to the threat
of terrorism without compromis-
ing our values.”

Particularly noticeable in your
announcement were your exag-
gerated expressions that exceed
the paranoia of Washington’s chief
attack dog, former vice-president
Dick Cheney. Mr. Cheney periodi-
cally surfaces to update his patho-
logical war mongering oblivious to
facts—past and present—includ-
ing his criminal war of aggression
which devastated Iraq—a country
that never threatened the U.S.

You are quoted as saying that
“jihadi terrorism is one of the most
dangerous enemies our world has
ever faced” as a predicate for your
gross over-reaction that “violent
Jjihadism seeks to destroy” Canadian
“rights.” Really? Pray tell, which
rights rooted in Canadian law
are “jihadis” fighting in the Middle
East to obliterate? You talk like
George W. Bush.

How does “jihadism” match up
with the lives of tens of millions of
innocent civilians, destroyed since
1900 by state terrorism—west and
east, north and south—or the con-
tinuing efforts seeking to seize or
occupy territory?

Reading your apoplectic oratory
reminds one of the prior history of
your country as one of the world’s
peacekeepers from the inspiration
of Lester Pearson to the United

Nations. That noble pursuit
has been replaced by deploying
Canadian soldiers in the bellig-
erent service of the American
Empire and its boomeranging
wars, invasions and attacks that
violate our Constitution, statutes
and international treaties to

which both our countries
are signatories.

What has all this
post-9/11 loss of
American life
plus injuries
and sickness,
in addition
to trillions
of American
tax dollars,
accomplished?
Has it led to
the stability of
those nations
invaded or
attacked by the
U.S. and its reluc-
tant western “allies?”
Just the opposite, the
colossal blowback evidenced by
the metastasis of al-Qaeda’s off-
shoots and similar new groups like
the self-styled Islamic state are
now proliferating in and threat-
ening over a dozen countries.

Have you digested what is hap-
pening in Iraq and why Prime
Minister Jean Chrétien said no
to Washington? Or now chaotic
Libya, which like Iraq never had
any presence of Al-Qaeda before
the U.S’s destabilizing military
attacks? (See the New York Times’

It was as
if 0sama bin
Laden, hidden in
some high moun-
tain redoubt, were
engaging in long-
range mind control
of George Bush,
chanting, ‘Invade
Iraq, you must
invade Iraq

editorial on February 15, 2015
titled “What Libya’s Unraveling
Means”.)

Perhaps you will find a former
veteran CIA station chief in
Islamabad, Pakistan, Robert L.
Grenier more credible. Writing
in his just released book:
88 Days to Kandahar:
A CIA Diary (Simon
& Schuster), he
sums up U.S.
government
policy this way:
“Our current
abandonment
of Afghanistan
is the product
of a...colossal
overreach, from
2005 onwards.”
He writes, “in
the process we
overwhelmed a
primitive country,
with a largcly illiterate
population, a tiny
agrarian economy, a tribal
social structure and nascent national
institutions. We triggered massive
corruption through our profligacy;
convinced a substantial number
Qf Afghans that we were, infact,
occupiers and facilitated the resurgence
of the Taliban” (Alissa ]. Rubin,
Robert L. Grenier’s ‘88 Days to
Kandahar,” New York Times,
February 15, 2015).

You may recall George W. Bush’s
White House counterterrorism
czar, Richard Clarke, who wrote
in his 2004 book, Against All

Enemies: Inside America’s War on
Terror—What Really Happened,
“It was as if Osama bin Laden, hidden
in some high mountain redoubt, were
engaging in long-range mind control
queorge Bush, chanting, ‘Tnvade Iraq,
you must invade Iraq.”

Mr. Bush committed sociocide
against that country’s twen-
ty-seven million people. Over 1
million innocent Iraqi civilians
lost their lives, in addition to mil-
lions sick and injured. Refugees
have reached five million and
growing. He destroyed critical
public services and sparked sec-
tarian massacres—massive war
crimes, which in turn produce
ever-expanding blowbacks.

Canadians might be most con-
cerned about your increased
dictatorial policies and practices,
as well as this bill’s provision for
secret law and courts in the name
of fighting terrorism—too vaguely
defined. Study what comparable
practices have done to the United
States — a course that you seem to
be mimicking, including the mili-
tarization of police forces (see The
Walrus, December 2014).

If passed, this act, piled on
already stringent legal authority,
will expand your national security

Nader

Ralph

(born February 27, 1934) is an

Arab American political activist
of Lebanese origin, as well as an
author, lecturer, and attorney.
Areas of particular concern
to Nader include consumer
protection, humanitarianism,
environmentalism, and

democratic government.

bureaucracies and their jurisdic-
tional disputes, further encourage
dragnet snooping and roundups,
fuel fear and suspicion among
law-abiding Canadians, stifle free
speech and civic action and drain
billions of dollars from being used
for the necessities of Canadian
society. This is not hypothetical.
Along with an already frayed
social safety net, once the envy
of the world, you almost got away
with a $30 billion dollar purchase
of unneeded costly F-35s (includ-
ing maintenance) to bail out the
failing budget-busting F-35 proj-
ect in Washington.

You may think that Canadians
will fall prey to a politics of fear
before an election. But you may
be misreading the extent to which
Canadians will allow the attach-
ment of their Maple Leaf to the
aggressive talons of a hijacked
American Eagle.

Canada could be a model for inde-
pendence against the backdrop
of bankrupt American military
adventures steeped in big business
profits...a model that might help
both nations restore their better

angels.

Rex Murphy on Stephen Harper's terror b111

One of Canada’s most famous
commentators and the host of
Cross Country Checkup issued
the nation its ultimate call to arms,
challenging Canadians to fight
Stephen Harper's new anti-terror-
ism bill clause by clause, and word
by word -- and to refuse to cede
an inch of freedom beyond what
is needed.

"Every clause should be fought
over,” Murphy said on CBC's The
National Thursday night. "Every
potential advance on the liberty of the
citizen should be examined as to its
ultimate necessity."

Murphy added: "The powers and
agencies to be granted license to
monitor and investigate outside or

beyond the protections normally
in place must be put to the fullest
Parliamentary, media and

democratic testing.... We should
not abridge our liberties or set up
mechanisms to abridge them with-
out the fullest and most strenuous
scrutiny and opposition we are
capable of."

Canadians of all political per-
suasions and all points of view
should all find common cause in
challenging the Conservatives as
they attempt to cut off debate on
Harper's new terror bill.

"That's not the way we do fhings” in
this country.
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A Journey Into Islam.

On Saturday, January 31, youth
from the Az-Zahraa Islamic Centre
on No. 5 Road opened the doors
of their mosque to the public for
an evening of education, conversa-
tion and exquisite eats. The event
titled “A4 Journey Into Islam” began
with a series of short talks and pre-
sentations along with a delectable

ethnic dinner, followed by an open
exhibition and guided tours of the
Islamic centre. The exhibition was
designed to convey the core beliefs
and practices of the Islamic faith
in an interactive and comprehen-
sible manner. The topics covered
ranged from daily prayer practices
and the holy Qur’an to Islamic art

el

AT THE AZ-ZAHRAA ISLAMIC CENTRE
8580 No.5 ROAD, RICHMOND B.C.

and the connection between food
and faith.

“A Journey Into Islam” was initiated
by a group of high school and
university students who wanted
a platform to accurately and
effectively present their religion
to neighbours, friends and col-
leagues. Their goal was to create a
comfortable environment for open
dialogue and relationship-build-
ing with members of the diverse
communities of Metro Vancouver.
Complete with live demonstra-
tions, detailed
models, orig-
inal artefacts
and multimedia
presentations,
“A Journey Into
Islam” effectively
addressed many
frequently
asked questions
about Islam and
Muslims.

The theme of
this year’s event
was Social
Responsibility,
which high-
lighted the
altruistic
essence of the
faith within
daily practices

and fundamental values. A num-
ber of local non-profit organiza-
tions founded by members of the
Az-Zahraa community were pres-
ent at the event to explain how
they’ve taken the spirit of giving
back to the next level.

This year’s keynote address was
delivered by Ms. Itrath Syed, a
PhD Candidate in the School of
Communication at Simon Fraser
University where her doctoral proj-
ect involves an analysis of “moral
panics” and Muslim bodies in the
West.

This year's attendees included
Vancouver City Councillors
Raymond Louie and Andrea
Reimer, Richmond City Councillor
Chak Au, representatives from
the U.S. Consulate General, and a
number of religious leaders from
neighbouring communities. The
event was entirely free of charge.
Visit ajourneyintoislam.az-zah-
raa.org for more information on
specific exhibits, and follow @
AzlslamExpo on Twitter and
Instagram to begin your journey
into Islam.
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Arab Countries

Syria - Human Rights Watch
accused the Syrian government
of carrying out hundreds of
new indiscriminate attacks over
the past year with air-delivered
munitions, including improvised
weapons such as barrel bombs.
The attacks have had a devastat-
ing impact on civilians, killing or
injuring thousands of people.

By examining satellite imagery,
Human Rights Watch identified

at least 450 distinct major dam-
age sites in 10 towns and villages

held by rebel groups in Daraa
and over 1,000 in Aleppo between
February 22, 2014, and January
25, 2015. One of the doctors treat-
ing wounded Syrians from Daraa
in a hospital in Amman told
Human Rights Watch in late 2014
that women and children make
up two-thirds of the victims they
receive and that most were being
injured by fragments of explosive
weapons.

In other news, ISIL kidnapped at
least 220 Syrian Christian civilians

from villages in the Hassakah
province whose fate remain
unknown. ISIL lost hundreds of
villages during the last few weeks
in its war against Kurdish and
Syrian rebel forces supported by
Coalition air bombing.

Iraq - Amnesty International
accused ISIL and government-sup-
ported militias of gross human
rights violations including extra-ju-
dicial executions, torture and wide
scale expulsions. In addition, the
U.N. Committee on the Rights
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of the Child said it has received
reports of "several cases of mass
executions ofboys, as well as reports
of beheadings, crucifixions of children
and burying children alive" by ISIS. It
further states that ISIS is systemat-
ically killing, torturing and raping
children and families of minority
groups in Iraq.

Libya — Amnesty International
accused various sides in the Libyan
conflict with violating international
law including executions, targeting
of civilians and torture. Groups
loyal to ISIL executed 21 Egyptian
Copts for no apparent reason
except their faith. The Libyan sit-
uation has deteriorated into an all-
out civil war despite efforts of the
international community to broker
a solution between two rival gov-
ernments. The country is on the
verge of bankruptcy and will soon
not be able to pay salaries.

Yemen - The Security Council
demanded that Houthi reb-
els in Yemen “immediately and
unconditionally” withdraw from
Government institutions, safely
release President Abd Rabbuh
Mansur Hadi and all others from
house arrest, and engage in good
faith in United Nations-brokered
negotiations designed to keep the
fracturing Middle Eastern coun-
try on a steady path towards dem-
ocratic transition. The president
has relocated to Aden and stated
that he is re-assuming his duties
and tribal forces in the South, East
and Centre of the country have
pledged allegiance. The failure to
find a solution is putting the coun-
try on the brink of a multi-sided
civil war between the Houthis,
forces loyal to president Hadi and
Al-Qaeda.
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the great Arab art, and snddenly here
it is again, painted all over our walls
by young men! Very original, very
alive, bntgrowingfrom the same roots,
like an old olive tree regenerating.”

The second Dar Dhiafa painting is
part illustrative and part calligra-
phy, and as many other paintings
do, it uses the local architecture
for its effect. Framed within
a doorway, a little girl blows a
dandelion whose seeds become
wishes for peace and prosperity in
Arabic, and they float away across
the adjoining wall. This piece is by
Lebanese artist Yazan Halawani,
who also adorned a quiet corner
of another street with calligra-
phy and a portrait commemo-
rating the great Palestinian poet
Mahmoud Darwish, who died in
2008 in Houston, Texas.

Other calligraphic works are
freer, even dramatic, stretching
for meters along the facades of
buildings. Some of the most strik-
ing are by Tunisian artists, such
as Inkman’s beautiful rosette in
light and dark blue, Shoof’s bold,
black composition, or the French-
Tunisian el Seed (he adopted the
name while studying the Spanish
epic El Cid), whose giant compo-

sitions sometimes spring from

Tunisia Dejrba street ar
Mkd. CC 4.0 International
building to building in a style
he calls “caligraffiti.” In 2012 he
was commissioned also to paint a
Qur’anic verse on the minaret of
the Jara Mosque in Gabes, on the
Tunisian mainland, which is inter-
preted in English (by Abdullah
Yusuf Ali): “Oh mankind! We created
you from a single [pair] of a male and
a female, and made you into nations
and tribes, that ye may know each
other”

Other examples come from
Palestinian 3ZS and Libyan
Maatoug Y, as well as an impres-
sive calligraphic contribution
from Deyaa of Saudi Arabia,

v oW

b
)./

Mkd. CC 4.0 International

Tunisia Dejrba street art, Er Riadh area. photo by Rani777 - Baha-Eddine

who has work on display in a
number of cities in his country.
In fact, Saudi Arabia was rep-
resented at Djerbahood with
three artists, including Maz and
Az, both from the Dhad family.
One of Az’s murals has a com-
plex piece of calligraphy, and in
front of it is a woman holding a
lotus painted by Iraqi-British art-
ist Myneandyours in a reference
to the classical “island of the lotus
eaters” of Homer’s Odyssey that is
often identified with Djerba.

“It was the best summer of my life,”
declares a boy of 10 or 12 years
when asked what he feels about
Djerbahood. It was so hot, he
says, the artists painted at night,
“and my father let me stay up, so my
friends and I ran around and watched
them. It was really fun, and when I
took cold drinks out to the man who
was painting at our house, he let me do
Justa little bit—Tll show you.”

“It was very goodfor them,” com-
ments a woman passing by, joining
the conversation. “It opened their
minds. It changed their perceptions.
They came into contact with foreigners
working, a’oing Smnething, not just
on holia’ay. The artists were very
nice, and since many Spolee Arabic
or French, there was a good deal of

;|
"

t,_ Er Riadh area. photo by Rani777 — Baha-Eddine

communication. And, of course, the
children learned some geography. Now
they are curious to know where Peru
or Puerto Rico are, orfor that matter
Russia or Kenya or Japan, because
they associate them with particular
artists or pictures.”

When asked which paintings
are their favorites, residents give
answers that can be surprising. An
elderly lady, sitting on her door-
step, expresses her preference for
a mural showing a classic Citroen
Deux-Chevaux with a little black
cat looking at it. “That was the first
car I ever went in,” she says. “And

them on a wall here.” And two very
traditional women neighbors—
who are exchanging bunches of
herbs for dinner when I meet
them—express contentment with
a large (and very untraditional)
mural of a cyclist on the wall of
one’s home, which faces

the house of the other.

whimsically contrasts reality and
art in a town where, besides bicy-
cles, motor scooters are the main
means of transport. Other paint-
ings become part of the archi-
tecture, as in the case of the tiles
painted onto arches and facades
by Add Fuel of Portugal

and Logan Hicks of

. the usa.

Oth hild

provzrplia;e o It was really “There was not
and not at all f““’ and Wh.en supposed to
insistent—to I took cold drinks be anything
offzr th}fir viev;sf out to the man who polliltieali,” says
and show o o 2o a shopkeeper.
their favorite was pamtmg at our “We didn’t

pictures. Sisters,
aged eight and

10 and dressed
for school, their
hair in neat pigtails,
take me to a series of
paintings of a woman putting

on the traditional, draped dress
with horizontal stripes, a style
now rarely worn, having been
replaced by the more convenient
djellaba. Both the costume itself
and the soft earth colors of the
painting look as if they could be
Roman, something from Pompeii,
and, surprisingly, it is not by a
Tunisian artist but by Hyuro, of
Spain. Their second favorite: The
man on a donkey dangling a heart
in front of its nose, by Sunra of
Tunisia.

“Gentler in style than most urban
street art, Djerbahood’s diversity aims
to offer somethingfor everyone.”

Far gentler in style than most
urban street art, Djerbahood’s
diversity aims to offer some-
thing for everyone. There are
numerous pictures of traditional
figures, both men and women,
such as an old musician and a
Bedouin herder blown by the
desert wind, both by Bom.K
of France. Horsemen by Jaz of
Argentina are reminders of the
conquests of North Africa by the
Romans, the Beni Hilal and other
Arabian tribes. (Jaz, on principle,
uses materials at hand: Here, he
pounded the local red brick into
dust and made it into a paint-
paste with fuel from the ever-pres-
ent mopeds.)

There are also comic and satir-
ical scenes, as well as fantasy
creatures, such as the beauti-
ful unicorn by Faith47 of South
Africa, which guards an aban-
doned building at the turn of a
little lane. There is also a wealth
of small works, details that can
be easy to miss, such as the post-
box kitten by C215 of France, who
scattered painted cats all across
the village—much as the real
ones are a ubiquitous, endear-
ing feature of Er-Riadh’s streets.
His simple transformation of the
everyday yellow letter box into
something special and charming
seems to exemplify the spirit of
Djerbahood.

Still other paintings refer to other
aspects of life in the village. For
example, a motorcycle slung
between two cacti at a motorbike
repair shop (by Malakkai of Spain)

house, he let me do
just a little bit—
Ul show you.

want that sort of
trouble here.”

But the mere

fact of a street art
display in Tunisia is
something of a political
statement: Until very recently,
creating graffiti or public art car-
ried a prison sentence because
it was associated with political
organizing and dissent. Although
political satire is rarely explicit,
other aphorisms and inscriptions
scattered throughout some works
allude to the philosophical posi-
tions of individual artists, such
as Frenchman Sean Hart, whose
quips in bold white-on-blue state
(in French), “Build Optimism,”
“Live in the Moment,” and “Listen
to the Silence.” Elliott Tupac of
Peru offers “La vida es un suspiro”
(“Life is a sigh”) in elaborate blue
calligraphy over the doorway of a
ruined and partially overgrown
building on which Puerto Rican
Alexis Diaz painted a large green
hamsa, or hand, the folk-sign of
luck and aversion of the “evil eye.”

Color, especially the blue-and-
white so very typical of Tunisia in
general and Djerba in particular,
also worked as a motif to link the
art to its surroundings. Artists
paid tribute to their hosts when
choosing to work in these colors,
which complement the paintwork
on many doors and window grills.
Of course, there were calligraphic
examples along these lines, and
one in particular—a vast compo-
sition by Zepha who, unusually,
uses both the Arabic and the Latin
alphabets—is largely in shades of
blue and black. Looking down
at it, in the eclectic mix of styles
that make Djerbahood so lively, is
a giraffe, accompanied by a blue

ﬂ ABOUT THE AUTHOR

CAROLINE STONE

Divides her time between
Cambridge and Seville.
Her latest book, Ibn Fadlan
and the Land of Darkness,
translated with Paul Lunde
from the medieval Arab
accounts of the lands in the
Far North, was published in
2011 by Penguin Classics.

butterfly, by Mosko of France.
And Curiot, of the usa and
Mexico, takes a purely Mexican
theme of stylized flowers and
strange chameleon-like creatures,
and he translates it into the local
color idiom.

At one point, a young man
studying art and media at the
University of Tunis volunteers to
take me to see the far less gentle,
far more urban paintings on the
outskirts, in the derelict prison
and slaughterhouse, in abandoned
houses and even in a ruined pal-
ace. All these spaces are trans-
formed by the paintings, given
new life and interest; conversely,
the surroundings lend the paint-
ings an extra dimension. Here,
it is by and large non-Tunisian
artistic territory—although there
are exceptions: Wissem El-Abed’s
three faces hang between a vacant
wasteland and a building site. The
indefatigable ROA of Belgium
painted here a number of large
works, often incorporating ele-
ments of architecture such as
domes, which become eggs. In a
collapsing building, a huge scor-
pion creeps up the wall while a
chameleon seems to have laid
two typically Djerban oil jars.
There were other remarkable,
surrealistic paintings by Dome
of Germany, in black and white,
again with strong mythological
elements—and not anything most
people would want to encounter
when stepping outside to walk to
the corner bakery.

To my question, “How do you feel
about it, now that it has happened?”
one of the residents replies: “You
know, before it happened I was less
worried about the paintings than by
an invasion ofontsia'ers, a loss ofour
privacy—you know what I mean?
But infaet, it has not been bad. The
painters came in groups, not all at
once, and they behaved well. And so,
on the whole, do the visitors. And I
think it has been good, very gooa’for
our young people.‘ it has opened their
eyes. Before it happened, 1 was afraid
we would have problems—the children
running round after theforeigners
asking for sweets or whatever. After
all, what would yonfeel ifit were your
neighborhood? No, I am very pleased
at how it has gone and very proud:
there are people all over the world who
know about Er-Riadh.”

Mﬂ" ABOUT THE AUTHOR
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KEVIN BUBRISKI

(bubriski@sover.net)
teaches documentary
photog-raphy at Green
Mountain College in
Poultney, Vermont. His
most recent book is a
retrospective volume Kevin
Bubriski: Nepal 19752011-,
published last year by
Radius Books.
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Djerba’s

Museum of the Streets
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Tunisia Dejrba street art, Er Riadh area. photo by Rani777 - Baha-Eddine Mkd. CC 4.0 International

The result, this summer, was
the Djerbahood Project, which
enabled more than 100 artists
from more than 30 countries—
including a dozen or so from
Tunisia—to paint more than 200
works on public walls in Er-Riadh,
a village on the Tunisian island
of Djerba. Creating works from
a little cat on a postal mailbox
to full-wall murals, the artists
donated their time and work,
and, in keeping with the ethos of
street art, no money was earned
out of the exhibition through mer-
chandising. Sponsorships from

numerous corporate and private

donors made certain that artists
could participate and that the host
community was put to no expense.

+ 2

Tunisia Dejrba street art, Er Riadh
area. photo by Rani777 — Baha-
Eddine Mkd. CC 4.0 International
Craft-preservationist Amel

Messedi, owner of a gallery in the

village center, explains that Ben
Cheikh chose Er-Riadh because
of its historic tradition of toler-
ance among Muslim, Christian
and Jewish residents, and also
because the architecture often fea-
tures unadorned plastered walls
painted white or light creams or
yellows. In addition, there are
several nearby abandoned areas,
including a decommissioned
prison and a former abattoir.

In the spring, after receiving
permissions from the Ministry of
Tourism and the mayor of Djerba,
consultations with residents

oS ol pusl
oy

In recent years, street art has grown from an edgy,
often illegal practice associated with urban decay

to something almost fashionable associated with
civic vitality. One of the people responsible for this
change is Mehdi Ben Cheikh, a French-Tunisian
who in 2004 founded Galerie Itinerrance in Paris,
which is dedicated to showing street art. His goal
is to make art accessible to everyone and, in par-

ticular, do something special for Tunisia. “What
I would like to do is talk about the Arab world in
a different way, a positive way,” he says.

began. At first, there was little
interest, says Amel Messedi. A
handful of foreigners who own
houses in Er-Riadh gave their
consent to use of their walls.
Other residents were assured that
the artists would be tactful and
that the designs and colors would
be appropriate to the village. The
grittier designs, more typical of
western street art, would be exe-
cuted in the abandoned buildings
on the outskirts.

Of course there were doubts.
“Everyone who agreed,” Amel
Messedi explains, “signed a
document allowing the use of their
wallfor a year. After that, it could be
painted over—although we very much
hope that the project will go on.” An
indication of the popularity of
Djerbahood is that, apart from
a little natural deterioration, the
murals have very rarely been
damaged or defaced.

“Cal/igraphy was always the great
Arab art, and suddcn/y here it is again,
paiﬂtcd all over our walls! ”

“It was all very civilized,” says
Khiara Allani, owner of the
charming Dar Dhiafa, a hotel cre-
ated by joining several old houses.

“We were told that we would be
shown sketches of what was going
to go on our walls, and if there
was something we really didn’t
like, we could have it painted out.
In fact that almost never hap-
pened, and there were surpris-
ingly few complaints.

“When people saw what was being
paintcd on other people’s walls,
including mine,” she continues, “they
went to the organizers and said: ‘We
want something too!” Enthusiasm
began to grow and snowball”

The walls of Dar Dhiafa now
host two pieces. One is by Zepha,
a French artist who, like many
street artists, maintains only
one name. Facing a mosque, it is
among several magnificent cal-
ligraphic compositions, all in dif-
ferent styles, scattered about the
village; Zepha’s is a formal, even
classic circular arrangement.

“It gives me great pleasure,” says an
elderly man who, like most resi-
dents, preferred not to give his
name to journalists. “Calligraphy
was dying here in Tunisia. Who
writes books by hand these days?
There were still afcw sign writers, 1
suppose. But calligraphy was always
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If you want to add a church to our
list or make a correction, please

send us an email to
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S.no. | Name

Abbotsford
Arabic Church

Church in Vancouver

Catholic Church

3 Willingdon MB Church

4 Vancouver Christian Arabic Church
5  The Old Catholic Church of BC

6  Arabic Presbyterian Church

Saint George Coptic Orthodox

9  Saint Mary Coptic Orthodox Church

Saint George Mission Melkite Greek

Address

15133 - 82A Ave, Surrey BC V3S 8R1

4812 Willingdon Ave., Burnaby BC

V5G 3Ho6

C/o 6075 Inverness Street,

Phone

Vancouver, BC V5W 3P§

V5X 1E2 Canada

V5E 1]1

715 E 51st Avenue, Vancouver, BC,

948 Como Lake Ave, Coquitlam B.C.
V3] 7P9, Coquitlam B.C. Canada

13905 108 Avenue Surrey, BC V3T 2L1

12469 104 Ave, Surrey, BC V3V 6A2

6610 Balmoral Street, Burnaby, BC,

778-882-2784
604-435-5544
604-277-2802
(604) 325-9193
604-552-4415
(604) 588-8020
(604) 581-1810

(604) 431-0047

Demonination

Arabic Church
Arabic Church
Arabic Church
Multilingual Church
Arabic Church
Coptic Church
Coptic Church

Multilingual Church

Source
arabicchurchbce.ca

willingdon.org

churchplantingbc.com/current-
church-plants/arabic-church-surrey

oldcatholicbc.com
coquitlampresbyterianchurch.com
stgeorge.ca

stmary-ottawa.org

sgm.rcav.org/
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(1) BCMA | (2) OTHER SUNNI | (3) SHIA | (4) ISMAILI | (5) AHMADYYA

ABBOTSFORD

ABBOTSFORD ISLAMIC
CENTERW

1980 Salton Road Abbotsford V2S 3W7
604-302-0105
ABBOTSFORD.THEBCMA.COM

ABBOTSFORD
AMATKHANA®

109A 2580 Cedar Pk Pl, Abbotsford, BC

(604) 859-0894

BURNABY

BURNABY BRANCH®
5060 Canada Way, Burnaby, B.C
(604) 524-4499
THEBCMA.COM

BURNABY JAMATKHANA®
6556 Sprott, Burhaby, B.C
(604) 299-9155

BURNABY JAMATKHANA®
4010 Canada Way, Burnaby, BC Phone: (604)
438-4010

NORTH VANCOUVER

NORTH SHORE CHAPTER®Y
2300 Kirkstone Road, North Vancouver, BC
(604) 925-9991
NORTHSHORE.THEBCMA.COM

NORTH VANCOUVER
ISLAMIC CENTERWY

2300 Kirkstone Road , North Vancouver, BC
North Vancouver Islamic Center
604-784-5032

HEADQUARTERS
JAMATKHANA®

1150 Gladwin Dr, North Vancouver, BC
(604) 988-1934

CHILLIWACK MUSSALLAH®
Unit B 45845 Yale Road East, Chilliwack, BC
Full Time Mussallah Opening Oct 3rd Inshallah

604-701-2014
CHILLIWACK.THEBCMA.COM

CHILIWACK JAMATKHANA®
Suite 5-8635 Young Rd, Chilliwack, BC V2P

4P3
(604) 792-5848

PORT COQUITLAM

MASJID AL-HIDAYAH

& ISLAMIC CULTURAL
CENTRE®

2626 Kingsway Avenue, Port Coquitlam, BC
(604) 945—1885y

ISLAM-CANADA.COM

DELTA MUSALLAH®
205-9250 120th Street,

Delta, BC

604-715-4096

RICHMOND BRANCH®
12300 Blundell Rd, Richmond, BC
(604)233-7006
RICHMOND.THEBCMA.COM

RICHMOND JAMATKHANA®
7900B Alderbridge Way, Richmond, BC
(604) 273-972

AZ-ZAHRAA ISLAMIC
CENTER®

8580 #5 RD, Richmond, BC

V6Y 2V4

Tel-604-274-7869

SURREY

SURREY DELTA BRANCH®
12407 72nd Avenue, Surrey, BC
(604) 576-7834
SURREY.THEBCMA.COM
SURREY EAST BRANCH®

13585 62nd Avenue, Surrey, BC
(604) 597-7863

JUMMU’AH ONLY (FRIDAY PRAYER)

SURREYEAST.THEBCMA.COM

MASJID AL-NOOR®
13526 Y8A Avenue, Surrey, BC
604-930-9742
MASJIDALNOOR.CA
MASJID AL-HUDA®
14136 Grosvenor Road,

KAMPLOOPS

AYESHA MOSQUE®
2805 HWYy 5a South.Kamloops, BC
250-377-7477
AYESHAMOSQUE.COM

VANCOUVER

Surrey, BC VANCOUVER BRANCH®
604-585-4832 21162)We1wyn Street, Vancouver, BC

@ 604) 873-1787
%Q()S_Jl})g\g\ngAR MEDINA VANCOUVER.THEBCMA.COM
Surrey, BC FRASER MUSALLAH®
604-583-9786 6436 Fraser Street,

Vancouver, BC

Elé}gglg(%c’]) ISLAMIC 604 316-4394
209-8468 162 Street, JAMIA MASJID VANCOUVER®
Surrey, BC 655 West 8th Avenue, Vancouver, BC

604-617-7488 604-309-6036

FIJI ISLAMIC CENTRE® PAKCAN.COM

12088 - 84th Avenue, ISLAMIC INFORMATION
Surrey, BC CENTER®

+1 604-220-0383 3127 Kingsway, Vancouver, BC
MUSLIM YOUTH CENTRE® 604-434-7526

209-7750 128 Street, ISLAMICINFOCENTER.ORG

Surrey, BC MAS]JID OMAR-AL-FAROOQ®
(604) 502-8692] 1659 E10 Ave, Vancouver, BC Q
FRASER VALLEY 604-873-8580
JAMATKHANA® DARALMADINAH.COM

15177-68 Avenue (Corner of 152 St and 68 UBC BROCK HALL ANNEX

Avenue) Surrey, BC
(604) 596-5354

AZA-E-HUSSAIN

2nd Floor, Rm 2357,
Vancouver, BC
MSA-UBC.ORG

ASSOCIATION® 6)
gZO—lZ%Sg,Jsé\tlhéwnue g’)%l;{l;}grl}{olif DI_eIlgd\grlljouver, BC V4G
urrey,BC, 1B5 Canada

AZA-E-HUSSAIN.ORG

AL-KAWTHAR MOSQUE®)
8550 #123 St,

Surrey, BC V3W 3V6
Tel-604-590-4115
Nouri-604-754-7138

+1 (604) 583-4669

WEST BROADWAY MUSALA -
AL BASHA RESTAURANT®
3143 W. Broadway, Vancouver, BC

4 times salah only= Zuhr - IshaNo Juma Salat
604-568-8841

DOWNTOWN MUSSALLA®

350 West Georgia, Vancouver, BC

{lima Only - Vancouver Public Library In Alice
ckay Rm

(604) 897-9349

MUSLIMCOMMUNITYCENTRE.COM

DRAKE JAMATKHANA®
508 Drake, Vancouver, BC
(604) 683-2613

VANCOUVER _]AMATKHANA(4)
403 - 1189 Main Streét, Vancouver, BC
604-687-6091

TRI-CITIES JAMATKHANA®
Tri-cities 3127 St. Johns St Port Moody, BC
(604) 461-3127

UBC JAMATKHANA®

BROCK HALL ANNEX1874 EAST MALL
V6T 121 UBC ISA

THAQALAYN MUSLIM
ASSOCIATION®

ANGU 237, Henry Angus Building,
2053 Main Mall,

Vancouver BC

604- 444- 0747
UBC.THAQALAYN.CA

LANGLEY MUSSALLA (NEW
LOCATION)®

20239 Industrial Ave, Langley, BC

Langley Musalla for 5 times prayers, taraweeh,
quran classes etc - Contact Kaleem Ahmed
604-720-8054

VICTORIA BRANCH®

2218 Quadra Street Victoria BC

250 995-1422
VICTORIA.THEBCMA.COM
VICTORIA JAMATKHANA®

1250 Esquimale Rd, Victoria, BC VA 3N8
(250) 380-2700

(1) BCMA | (2) OTHER SUNNI | (3) SHIA | (4) ISMAELI | (5) AHMADYYA

BURNABY

SFU BURNABY CAMPUS®
8888 University Dr, Burnaby, BC V5A 156
(778) 782-3111

SFU.CA/~MSA

MUSALLA ABU BAKR®
7825 Edmonds Street,

Burnaby, BC V3N1B9
778-892-7867

BCIT- BURNABY CAMPUS®
3700 Willingdon Ave,

Burnaby, Bé V5G

604-779-7771

QUEENSBOROUGH

QUEENSBOROUGH / ANNACIS
ISLAND®

920 Ewen Avenue,

New Westminster BC,V3M 5L8

604-765-1507

EVENT

Free workshop for parents “How to motivate your teen”

KAMPLOOPS

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF
THE CARIBOO®

900 McGill Rd,

Kamloops, BC V2C 6N6

250-314-3420

KENNEDY HALL
8870 120 Street,
Surrey BC, V3V

GUILDFORD -ABDUL KHALIQ
MUSSALA

#209 10222A 152 St, Surrey, BC

Entrance from the back of building (M on the
door of Mussala) Surrey, BC. 5 times salah,
Quran classes and Jumua’ Contact: Wasif Rana
778-896-5344 (for entry 9am to 7pm Monday
to Saturday

778-896-5344

AFGHAN MUSSALLA®

DATE

3 March 2015, Tuesday,
from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM

10648 135 Street, COLLINGWOOD
7S7L§rr§ 2 B%(ﬂ NEIGHBOURHOOD HOUSE®
more 5288 Joyce Street,
ISLAMIC ACADEMY OF Vancouver BC,V5R 6C9
CANADA® upstairs,
Unit 113 -8299 -120th Street, 004-435-3127
1§iunrlreeyz, Jggpm UNIVERSIT% OF BRITISH
‘2 COLUMBIA
604-543-2477 2329 West Mall,

Vancouver BC, V6T 124
604-822-2211
International House

MURRAYVILLE COMMUNITY

HALL VANCOUVER AIRPORT
%1663 4;5 Ave, Langley BC V3A Interfaith Chapel / International Arrivals Level
pm 0 pm

SAUDI STUDENT SOCIETY OF
VANCOUVER®

695 Smithe Street, Vancouver BC, V6B 2C9
The musalla is located inside the camouflage
clothing store

778-858-4085

VANCOUVER

VANCOUVER DOWNTOWN®
2nd floor at 910 Granville,
Vancouver, BC

First 1.30pm and 2nd @ 2.10pm
778-858-4085

PLACE

John Oliver Secondary School PAC ,Vancouver, British Columbia

DETAILS

NORTH VANCOUVER

KAREN MAGNUSSEN
COMMUNITY CENTRE®
2300 Kirkstone Road,

North Vancouver BC

(604) 987-7529

UNIVERSITY OF VICTORIA®
Interfaith Chapel
250-384-7000

WHITE ROCK MUSSALLA®
1483 King George Hwy

Surrey, V4A 4Z5

604-537-9407
WHITEROCKMUSLIMS.COM

You have to register, RSVP free, www.eventbrite.ca

“Gender, Feminism, and Islamophobia”, Sunera

3 March, 2015 Tuesday, 7 PM

Room 1600, Canfor Policy Room, SFU Harbour Centre, 515 West
Hastings Street, Vancouver

Seating is limited, first-come, first-served.

SETTLEMENT AND IMMIGRATION

4 March, 2015.

Venue: Surrey Public Library, City Centre Register

www.muslimfoodbank.com/upcoming-events

The Road to Peace: Unity in Diversity

6 March 2015,Friday,

from 7:00 PM to 10:00 PM (PST)

Vancouver Public Library - Central Branch
350 West Georgia Street, Vancouver

Register

www.eventbrite.ca

International Women’s Day Conference 2015: Make It Happen

7 March 2015, Saturday,

from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM (PST)

Pinnacle Vancouver Harbour front Hotel,
1133 West Hastings Street, Vancouver

Tickets $30-40+ fee
www.eventbrite.ca

SYMPOSIUM; HOPE, HEALTH AND HEALING

7 March 2015 ,Saturday
Time: 10 am - 3 pm

Venue: Surrey Public Library, City Centre

Register now for our upcoming events
www.muslimfoodbank.com/upcoming-events

Iskandar

“Confronting Collapsible Categories: Islam and the Media”, Adel

11 March 2015,Wednesday, 7 PM

Room 1600, Canfor Policy Room, SFU Harbour Centre, 515 West
Hastings Street, Vancouver

Seating is limited, first-come, first-served.

Spring Break Camp - Rainforest Adventure (Grades 2-5)

12 March 2015, Thursday,

from 9:30 AM to 3:30 PM (PDT)

VanDusen Botanical Garden - Education, Vancouver, BC

Tickets $55 members $56 non-member + fee
www.eventbrite.ca

(Fundraiser for Syrian Refugees)

Tracing the Flee. Poetry/ Singing Talent Show for Sisters

13 March,Friday , (4:30pm to 10pm)

MAC Centre (2122 Kingsway, Vancouver, BC)

$10.00/ Attendee, $5.00/ Participant
Call or text: 778-232-6278

“On Being a ‘Muslim’ Filmmaker: Expectations and
Assumptions”, Summer Pervez: Summer Pervez is a filmmaker,
screenwriter, poet, and academic who also teaches in the
Department of English at Kwantlen Polytechnic University.

18 March 2015 ,Wednesday, 7 PM

Room 1600, Canfor Policy Room, SFU Harbour Centre, 515 West
Hastings Street, Vancouver

Seating is limited, first-come, first-served.

economics at SFU.

Philosophers’ Café: Is Canada’s Economic Future as Promising
as its Past? : Moderator Dr. James Dean is emeritus professor of

19 Mar 2015, Thursday , 7:00 PM

Vancouver Public Library (Mount Pleasant branch),
Multipurpose room 1, 1 Kingsway

Admission: Free

Friends of Chamber Music presents Octagon

24 March 2015, Tuesday,

from 8:00 PM to 10:00 PM (PDT)

Vancouver Playhouse, 600 Hamilton St
Vancouver, BC V6B 2P1, Canada

$42 online
www.eventbrite.ca

$15 students

Media Explosions: The Spectacle of France’s First Atomic Tests
in the Algerian Sahara, 1960-2014, SPEAKER Roxanne Panchasi

March 26,Thursday, 2015, 5:30pm

Fletcher Challenge Theater, SFU Harbour Center, 515 W Hastings St

www.sfu.ca/fass/events/-media-explosions--the-spectacle-
of-france-s-first-atomic-tests-.html

“Blackness in Islamophobia: Missing the Interlocking Nuances in
a Young Somalia Diaspora”, Hawa Y. Mire (York University).

26 March, 2015,Thursday, 7 PM

Room 1600, Canfor Policy Room, SFU Harbour Centre, 515 West
Hastings Street, Vancouver

Seating is limited, first-come, first-served.

ANNUAL FUNDRAISING DINNER for Muslim Food Bank

28 March, 2015 Saturday.
Time: 6 pm

Royal Banquet Hall, Surrey

Register now for our upcoming events
www.muslimfoodbank.com/upcoming-events

Our Whole Society: Bridging the Religious-Secular Divide

March 22-24, 2015

UBC Robson Square, Vancouver

More information at: www.ourwholesociety.ca
Phone: 416.972.9494 x 41
Email: info@ourwholesociety.ca

For up to date events in BC, please follow on facebook: &Cebogk. com{gfoups/Mulvb}nEven{fBC | faceboo, fom/oroups/ArzbEVemsBC | acebook.com/groups/PalestineEventsBC
e,
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6953 Kingsway, Burnaby, BC V5E 1E5

call: (604) 759-1138

WANTED

Netfone Services
Is looking for several
good sale associates.

You must be able to communicate and sell business
Phone, television and Internet services to
residential customers, stores and businesses.

» Excellent sales, business and communication
development skills

* Honestly and effectively advise customers on their
communication and entertainment needs

* Excellent organizational skills

+ Cultivate good contacts within the Muslim, Arab and general
communities

Full and Part Time

For more information or to apply, send your resume’ to
recruit@netfone.ca

We pay generous commission that allow people to generate a
very healthy income. You will also be selling a mix of the
following products: residential and business phone, television
and internet services.

Stores and businesses who want to sell our products and
services should contact us directly at (604) 637-0911

Referrals: For those interested only in referring customers, you can earn a healthy side income.

For more information, send us your name and phone number to recruit@netfone.ca

netlfone...

Voice Freedom
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- Presentation and competition courses

| A gl

Wide selection of
Arabic and

Middle Eastern
Products
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Hours of Operation:
Monday - Friday: 10:00 AM - 8:00 PM
Saturday - Sunday: 10:00 AM - 7:00 PM

Guildford Islamic Community Centre

Welcome all new applicants and students
to its growing family and prosperous community.

*x Kk K

Guildford Islamic Community Centre
is a non-profit society and community
centre with the sole aim of providing
children 4 to 13 years unique
programs in, but not limited to:

« Moral and Ethical Behavioural courses
« Quran and Islamic studies
- Arabic and French language courses

*
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Our skilled chefs can cater all kinds of occasions with variety of delicious Middle Eastern food
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Iraqi Bread Kabob Roast Lamb Roast Chicken Roast Fish
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FOLLOW US ON

For More Information &b Ef
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Leading Fares to: Riadh, Jeddah, Dubai, Muscat, Amman, Baghdad, Erbil, Najaf; Basra, Khartoum, Cairo, Beirut, Tunis, Algier, Marrakesh,
Addis, Asmara, Delhi, Kabul, Tehran, Mashad, Bombay, Karachi, Islamabad, Lahore, Peshawar, Fiji, Sydney, Aukiand, London UK; Manchester and Many More

“York Gentre” 115-12888 80th. Ave Surrey BG VoW 3A8 Rafiq Mohammad
www.skyroutecanada.com Asmaa El Khalil




