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Vancouver speaks against
Home Demolition

By David Mivasair
Veteran Israeli peace and

justice activist Jeff Halper
will speak in Surrey and

GLOBAL PALESTINE:
EXPORTING THE OCCUPATION

DR. JEFF HALPER

Co-Founder & Director of the lsraeli Committee Against House.

Vancouver on February 10
and 12, part of a nation-
wide tour organized by
Canadian Christian and
Jewish groups.

For over forty years a lead-
ing Israeli figure opposing
the occupation of Palestine
and dispossession of
Palestinians, Halper is

co-founder and director of apartheid South Africa,

of the Israeli Committee a just peace will come to

Against House Demolitions. Israel-Palestine only from

In addition to his activism, international pressures, coupled

Halper is also an influential with grassroots organization

analyst, having published and strategizing of Israelis

several books, including and Palestinian together. We

An Israeli in Palestine, and are having difficulties moving
many articles. He wasa  from a defunct two-state

Nobel Peace Prize nominee
in 2006.

solution to ajust and inclusive
alternative,” Halper said in a
recent interview about his

Halper’s talks in Surrey
Canadian tour.

and Vancouver aim to
raise political awareness The Israeli Committee
of the conflict and to con-  Against House Demolitions
(ICAHD) was founded in

1997 when it became clear

> CONT. PAGE 5

vince Canadians that they
can serve a critical role in
resolving it. “As in the case
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Call for Articles,
Opinion Pieces and Feedback

@ are an expert and/or have strong
opinion on a topic of interest to our

readers

events

journalism

@ are looking to be published

@ want to respond to something you saw
in our newspaper

* Be a regular or an occasional contributor.

To discuss, contact us at editor@arabdemocrat.com

@ are an organization (or individual) who
wants our reader to know about

@ are looking to develop experience in

+ Write an opinion piece and send it to us at opinion@arabdemocrat.com

+ Write Letter to Editor to take an issue with an article or clarify one and send to
letters@arabdemocrat.com

Areas of Interest:

We are especially looking for people to write

about the following:

e Health and Family
e Food and Culture
e Canadian Affairs

e Immigration and New Immigrant Services

We respect your privacy and will endeavor to
keep your anonymity.
If interested, email us at editor@arabdemocrat.com

If you are aware of a story that you want us to
cover, please send us an email to
storytip@arabdemocrat.com or leave a
voicemail at 6046375703

News Tip Line:




B 2015 (o) nlub — cutii aa sl

oblS ol pupsl

Silencing Palestine

Professor Steven Salaita in Vancouver
and the muzzling of dissent.

By Dr. Sheila Delany

On January 12 and 14, several
hundred people crowded into
the Segal Rooms at SFU-Harbour
Centre and into the Coach House
at Green College, UBC, to hear
Professor Steven Salaita speak
on "First peoples, Palestine, and the
crushing of free speech”. Sponsored
by the Seriously Free Speech

Committee, and with a dozen
co-sponsoring organizations,
both talks were followed by lively
discussion.

Salaita addressed his own back-
ground as the son of Palestinian
immigrants, his present situation,
the context of the new American
Indian Studies Department at

University of Illinois, ethnic stud-
ies and the necessarily violent basis
of colonialism, and implications of
the currently fashionable demand
among administrators for "civility".

The young professor-- author or
editor of six books and numerous
articles on indigenous peoples,
colonialism, and Arabic culture--
was a well-liked tenured teacher at
Virginia Tech University.

Over a year ago, in autumn 2013,
he accepted another tenured posi-
tion in American Indian Studies
at the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign. He and his
wife quit their jobs in Virginia,
sold their house, moved north
with their child, and Steven began
preparing classes.

sy

! ¢ .---:"'-'1-'-:,:.{"

Professor Steven Salaita (left) and Mr. Hanna Kawas (Chairperson of the Canada
Palestine Association and Co-host of the Voice of Palestine) in Vancouver.

Then in August, three weeks
before classes were to start,
came the surprise. Pro-Israel
students and wealthy donors to
the University of Illinois, had
monitored Steven's personal
twitter account, on which he
had registered angry comments
during Israel's brutal attack
on Gaza. Doubtless they also
knew that he had been active
in the BDS--Boycott, Divest,

THE VOICE OF PALESTINE

Analysis Interviews

Visit www.VoiceOfPalestine.ca
for different options to listen to
our audio programs

The voice) of
the Palestinian

people

This is a complementary CommuURity Service Announcement

Sanction--movement to pressure
Israel into ending its occupation
of Palestine, and particularly the
academic boycott of Israeli aca-
demic institutions.

Accusing Salaita of anti-semi-
tism and incivility, some donors
contacted the chancellor of the
university and threatened to with-
draw funding if the hiring went
through. The chancellor was moti-
vated to interfere. She refused to
send the hiring package on to the
last step in the process, the nor-
mally pro-forma approval of the
Board of Governors or Board of
Trustees. In other words, the job
offer was canceled.

This decision was so irregular
that it has generated international
protest. Defenders of free speech
worldwide signed petitions,
refused to speak at U of Illinois,
demanded the hiring go through.

Academic organizations have con-
demned the university, and several
of its own departments have voted
"no confid@n(c” in their chancel-
lor. Many of its own alumni and
alumnae, as well as current stu-
dents and faculty--both Jewish and
not--have protested the decision,

which is widely seen as an intru-
sion of politically motivated local
business-people into university
affairs. The chancellor did even-
tually send forward the package;
it was turned down (with one hon-
orable exception), and the Board
has refused to reconsider its vote,
so international protest continues
and grows. The case is widely seen
as one instance--a very dramatic
one--in the attempt by pro-Israel
groups to shut down all criticism
of Israel's policies. Such attempts
are frequent on and off campus
in the U.S., Canada, Europe,
and Australia; in some places,
legal efforts have been made to
prosecute criticism of Israel's pol-
icies as "anti-semitic hate speech”
and thus a criminal offense. The
Seriously Free Speech Committee-
Vancouver has intervened in many
of these cases here and elsewhere;
its letters and statement of princi-
ples can be found on its website.

Currently, a financial settlement
has been offered by the university
and rejected by Salaita; his goal is
reinstatement. He has been speak-
ing across the U.S., may sue, and
the debate rages on.

Copies of Steven Salaita’s book
Modern Arab American fiction. A
reader’s guide (Syracuse University
Press, 2011) are available from Dr.
Delany, sdelany@sfu.ca , at a dis-
counted price of $20.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Dr. Sheila Delany is
Professor Emerita at Simon
Fraser University. She is a
lifelong political activist.

Vancouver speaks against
Home Demolition

to Halper and other Israeli activ-
ists that the Oslo “peace process” was
leading not to peace but to a more
deeply entrenched occupation. At
that time, thirty years after Israel
occupied the West Bank, it had
demolished 9,000 Palestinian
homes, mostly as a punitive
measure to suppress Palestinian
resistance. Halper and others saw
opposing home demolitions as a
concrete way to raise conscious-
ness among Israelis and oppose
the occupation itself.

Since then, ICAHD has been
active on the ground, blocking
bulldozers, for example, as well as
in the Israeli court system and has
been able in many cases to stop
the demolition of specific homes.
In addition, ICAHD has led the
rebuilding of 187 homes at a cost
of about $15,000 each. Despite
ICAHD?’s efforts, the number of
homes demolished by Israeli occu-
pation forces has risen to about
48,000. Halper’s Canadian tour
aims to raise consciousness and
also to raise the funds needed to
rebuild a demolished home for a
Palestinian family.

Halper, a retired professor of
anthropology, has also contrib-
uted analysis of the function of the

"Palestinians are utterly
frustrated by the impact
of Israeli policies on their
territory. They can't plan
their communities. They are
evicted from their homes.
Their homes are regularly
demolished. | don't believe
that most people in Israel
have any idea of the way
planning policies are
used to divide and harass
communities and families.
They would not themselves
like to be subjected to such
behavior."

UN Under-Secretary-General
for Humanitarian Affairs,
Boroness Valerie Amos

occupation in Israeli society. He
coined the term “matrix of control”
to debunk the claim that the
2001 offer by Israel’s then-Prime
Minister Ehud Barak to Palestine
President Yasir Arafat for Israel to
withdraw from 98% of the occu-
pied West Bank was a genuine and
generous attempt at peacemaking.
Halper pointed out that the 2%
that Barak insisted on retaining
would allow Israel to maintain
its control over Palestinian land

671
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A Palestinian standing over the remains of his home destroyed by Israeli occupation forces

and lives just as if prison guards
were to withdraw from all the cells
and hallways of a prison but retain
control over the gates.

Halper will speak in Surrey on
February 10, 7:30 pm, at the
Northwood United Church, 8855
156th Street, about “Imagining a
Future for Israel/Palestine: Beyond
Fear and Violence”. The Surrey
event will be live streamed
on http://new.livestream.com/
accounts/5872952/JeffHalper
and online audience will be

able to engage with Jeff and ask
questions.

In Vancouver, he will speak on
February 12, 7:30, at the Peretz
Centre at 6184 Ash Street, about
Where To
Halper will also

“Israel at a Crossroads:
From Here”.
hold meetings with local activ-
ists and opinion leaders in the
Lower Mainland. More informa-
tion is available by calling (604)
781-7839.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

David Mivasair

is a Vancouver-based rabbi
who has lived in Israel-
Palestine for four years and
is a member of Independent
Jewish Voices.
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ICC to launch war
crime investigation
in Palestine

International Criminal Court
(ICC) prosecutors will open a
preliminary inquiry into any war
crimes that may have taken place
in the Palestinian territories. The
court will determine if the find-
ings merit a full probe, which can
eventually lead to charges against
officials in Israel. “4 preliminary
examination is nol an investigation
but a process of examining the
information available in order to reach
a fully informed determination on
whether there is a reasonable basis to

proceed with an investigation pursuant
to the criteria established by the Rome
Statute” the court said.

According to Palestinian foreign
ministry official Ammar Hijazi,
the Palestinian Authority believes
that all necessary elements were
taken into consideration.“The
gravity aspect is there, as civilians were
targeted. Palestine is ready to fully
cooperate if there are any violations
committed during the war by the
Palestinian side as well”, he said.

2014 a “black year
for freedom of
press” in Palestine

Media watchdog the Gaza Center
for Press Freedom reported over
17 journalists died in the 50-day
war, in additional to 295 separate
“violations quressﬁecdom” commit-
ted by Israel across the occupied
territories, marking 2014 as the
“bloodiest” year for Palestinian
media. “2014 was a black year for

freedom of the press in Palestine. ..

and it was the worst and bloodiest”,
it said in its annual report.

Palestinian Center for Development

and Media Freedoms (MADA), also
published a similar report stated:
“The total oflsraeli violations during
the last attack were 112, and the total
of attacks were 191 during the last
three Israeli attacks on Gaza Strip,
most of which were severe aggressions:
the IOF killed 24 journalists and
media workers in the three attacLs
and shelled and destroyed 61 local,
Arab and international media outlets”,
MADA General Director Mousa
Rimawi said.
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late April and thousands more
throughout the country.)

The state of Israel was declared
by Polish born David Ben-Gurion
(nee, David Gruen) et al effective
15 May 1948. This despite the
fact that the 1947 Partition Plan
had proved so unworkable that
the UNGA was in the process
of shelving it in favour of a UN
trusteeship for Palestine. The
U.S. Truman administration
promptly recognized Israel within
its Partition Plan borders de facto
and the USSR quickly followed
with de jure recognition.

As of 15 May, per the Jewish
Agency’s Plan Dalet, 400,000
Palestinians had already been
dispossessed and driven out and
Jewish forces had seized large por-
tions of the 1947 Partition Plan’s
proposed state for Palestinian
Arabs (e.g., Jaffa), which consisted
of a mere 42% of their homeland.

Despite massive immigration,
which included tens of thou-
sands of illegal immigrants, by

Issa Fahel as agrandfather in New Westminster, British Columbia, Canada.

1948, Jews made up just 31% of
the population (only 30% of them
had become citizens) and they
owned only about 6% of the land.
(About 10 per cent of the Jewish
population consisted of native
Palestinian Arab Jews vehemently
opposed to Zionism.) Arab citi-
zens comprised 69% of the pop-
ulation and owned about 94% of
the land, including state land, i.e.,
Communal Property (‘mashaa’),
Endowment Property, (‘waqf’),
and Government Property,
(‘miri’.) Nonetheless, outra-
geously, the Partition Plan’s pro-
posed Jewish state was to consist
of 56% of Palestine!! 42% was to
be the Arab state and the remain-
ing 2%, consisting of Jerusalem
and Bethlehem, was to be placed
under international control, i.e., a
corpus separatum.

In order to stem the accelerating
expulsion of defenceless, destitute
Palestinians who were pouring
into the West Bank, the Gaza Strip
and neighbouring Arab countries,

Arab demonstrators gathers in Central Square,]qﬁra, on 27 October 1933 to protest against British policy on ma.\‘s]ewish

immigration o Palestine

reluctant, outmanned and out-
gunned Arab League armies were
forced to enter Palestine.

Issa was appointed a battalion
commander in the ALA and
ordered into Northern Galilee
to help repel advancing Jewish
forces. On July 19, the UN
declared a general cease-fire
which the Arab League insisted
must be obeyed despite violations
by the Haganah. Issa and 17 of his
fellow commanders were enraged
and called for counter attacks.
As a consequence, they were
arrested for insubordination and
imprisoned for several months in
Damascus’ Maza prison.

Meanwhile, by the end of 1948,
what had become the Israel
Defence Force (IDF) defeated the
Arab state armies, captured 78%
of mandated Palestine, expelled
a further 400,000 Palestinians
for a total since late 1947 of about
800,000 and destroyed over
500 of their towns and villages,
including churches, mosques

and cemeteries. It was only the
beginning.

Following his release from Maza
prison and being granted an
administrative position with
UNRWA in Jordan, Issa was sud-
denly arrested by King Abdullah’s
secret police and falsely accused of
being a spy for Syria. Fortunately,
Glubb Pasha (British commander
of the Jordanian army) knew Issa
well and intervened on his behalf.
Following his prompt release, Issa
spent the next five years working
for the UN in Jordan overseeing
aid to Palestinian refugees.

In 1954, Issa married Miladeh
Safadi, also from Jaffa, and they
immigrated to Canada.

While waiting to clear immigra-
tion in Halifax, Issa had a number
of letters regarding the Israel-
Arab conflict published in the
Halifax Herald. As a result, he
was interviewed repeatedly by the
media and participated in many
public debates.

The Fahels moved to London,
Ontario, where Issa formed
Canadian Friends of the Middle
East, an organization dedicated to
presenting the Arab perspective
on the conflict with Israel, espe-
cially the refugee problem. Issa
was often invited to UN functions
in New York and on one occasion
he had a lengthy private audience
with Egypt’s President Nasser.

In 1962, Issa visited the Middle
East. In Egypt he was welcomed
as a VIP, taken on tours, inter-
viewed on television and radio,
delivered speeches, and again
met privately with Nasser. He was
also received to great acclaim in
Jordan and Lebanon.

When King Hussein asked him

to become Jordanian Consul in
Ottawa Issa respectfully declined
because he wanted to be free of
political encumbrances in order to
effectively advocate for his fellow
Palestinians.

In 1966, Issa was appointed to
the first Palestinian delegation
to the UN. Although he and his
associates worked relentlessly, not
much was accomplished. It was a
time when the world cared little
about Palestinian dispossession
and suffering.

In 1967, Issa began importing
carpets and other goods from
the Middle East and soon had
a thriving business. His family,
which now included five children,
moved to Vancouver where he
set up a retail store on Granville
Street and became the city’s lead-
ing spokesperson for Palestinians.

Always optimistic, in his final
years Issa was encouraged by the
beginning of a pro-Palestinian
shift in public opinion precip-
itated in large measure by the
efforts of increasing numbers
of young Arabs living abroad,
informed Canadians, Americans
and righteous Jews everywhere
who are not afraid to speak up
and use every tool democracy pro-
vides to end the agony that has
engulfed Palestine and the region
for so long.

ISSA FAHEL AT AGE 17 JOINED THE

BRITISH ARMY AND FOUGHT THE
NAZIS IN NORTH AFRICA

Issa passed away on 13
January 2003, in New
Westminster, B.C., of
natural causes. He was 81
years of age.
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ISSA FAHEL

Issa Elias Fahel was born in 1922 into an eminent Arab Christian
family in Jaffa, Palestine, the first child of Elias and Anna Fahel.
In common with his fellow Arab Palestinians, he came to resent

being ruled by Britain under a League of Nations British Mandate
instituted the year of his birth.

Indeed, all Arabs in the region
were frustrated and embittered.
Although repeatedly promised
their independence (including
Palestine) by Britain in exchange
for what proved to be their invalu-
able assistance in helping defeat
the Ottomans during WWI, they
were betrayed by British Prime
Minister Lloyd George at the 1919
Paris Peace Conference. Nearly
powerless, the Arabs could do
nothing to prevent the launch-
ing of the Zionist enterprise in
Palestine (given momentum by
Britain’s 1917 Balfour Declaration)
and the division of most of their
other lands as spoils of war
between Britain and France. Itis
important to note, however, that
Palestine was administered by
Britain under a League of Nations
Class A Mandate, which prohib-
ited partition.

As well as being a very successful
businessman and orchard owner,
Issa’s father was also Palestine’s
most renowned mural and fresco
artist. Consequently, Issa and
his siblings acquired excellent
educations, including fluency in
English.

Issa’s childhood in Jaffa was in
many respects near idyllic. For
the rest of his life he was thank-
ful to have had the good fortune
to grow up in historic Palestine
before it was torn apart by
foreigners.

Issa was only 14 years of age when
Palestinians reached the breaking
point brought on by wave after
wave of British sanctioned Jewish
Zionist immigrants who made
it very clear that their ultimate
objective was to establish an exclu-
sivist Jewish state in Palestine. In
1936, and again in 1937, they rose
up in what is known as the Great
Rebellion, which was mercilessly
crushed in 1939 by 20,000 British
troops stationed in the country.
The mandate authorities then
confiscated the Palestinians’ mea-
gre supply of obsolete arms, but
did little to prevent Jewish mil-
itants from smuggling modern
weapons from abroad into the
country.

5,000 Palestinians were killed
and 15,000 wounded during
the Great Rebellion. This event,
along with the outrageous and
short-lived pro-Zionist partition

plan proposed in the Peel Report
of 1937; the Jewish Agency’s rejec-
tion of Britain’s 1939 White Paper
(which abandoned any form of
partition and called for a sharp
drop in Jewish immigration)
and the outbreak of World War
II in Europe set the course for
Palestine and Issa.

Commission of second lieutenant
in the Royal East Kent Regiment,
known as “the Buffs.”

Throughout the war Issa saw
a great deal of action. As well
as serving as a platoon com-

mander under

He vowed to do

Field Marshal

his utmost to pre- Issa’s childhood Montgomery
vent the breakup in Jaffa was in during the
of his homeland. manv res ¢ decisive battle
Issa was one of y pects against Rommel
about 12,000 near idyllic. For at EI Alamein, he
Palestinians the rest of his life also fought the
who joined the Italians in what
Brit iJs h Army he was thankful was then Abyssinia
in 1939 to help to have had the and helped rid
defeat the Nazis. good fortune to Lebanon of its

Determined to
learn as much
as possible, he

grow up in his-
toric Palestine

Vichy French
occupiers.

Honourably dis-

worked hard and before it was charged in 1945,
soon rose to the torn apart by Issa returned to
rank of sergeant. forei his family in Jaffa
Encouraged by oreigners. and was employed

his superiors,
he attended the
Officers Training School in
Palestine and graduated in 1941
at the age of 19 with a King’s

by British
Overseas Airways
at the nearby Lydda airport.

Following passage of the United
Nations General Assembly’s
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(UNGA) Partition Plan
(Resolution 181, 29 November
1947), which as noted above,
was contrary to the terms of the

League of Nations British Class A
Mandate (hence, Britain’s absten-

tion during the vote), recommen-
datory only, never ratified by the
Security Council and as I dis-
cuss below, grossly unfair to the
Palestinian Arab citizens, Britain
announced that it would termi-
nate its mandate on May 15, 1948.

Issa knew Jaffa’s citizens had
to organize in order to defend
themselves. He understood that
Palestinians faced disaster at the
hands of well-armed Jewish forces
that included many veterans of the
war in Europe. With this in mind,
and despite the few weapons avail-
able, he set about instructing the
city’s young men in guerrilla tac-
tics, weaponry and general armed
resistance. However, when the
British Criminal Investigation
Department heard of Issa’s activ-
ities he was arrested for “promoting
unrest” and sentenced to one
month in a detention camp near
Latrun.

Issa was soon given the rank of
captain in the 350 man contingent
of the volunteer Arab Liberation
Army (ALA) deployed in Jaffa.
Lacking sufficient arms and num-
bers, they were unable to with-
stand the massive Irgun/Haganah
mortar bombardment of the city.
Issa and most of the ALA were
forced to withdraw from Jaffa
on May 5, soon to be followed by
about 70,000 uprooted civilians.
(30,000 Palestinians had already
been expelled by Jewish forces
from West Jerusalem in March
as were 60,000 from Haifa in

——
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A happey marriage is the union of two good forgivers

Non profit aim to islamic marriage
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Next meetup Saturday,
February 28,2015

v/ As low as $20 per phone line
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UN ENFANT SYRIAN
MORT DE FROID
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net ‘Ilone wca |

Voice Freedom

.
5

v/ Free enhanced listing in Arab and/or Muslim Yellow Pages.

v/ Special deals on internet, phone and TV for
Employees, Family and Friends.

www.netfone.ca/business
Resellers and Agents Enquiries are welcome

Save 50% on Your BuSiness Phone and Internet Bill

v Free Installation and equipment

Contact us:

Account Executive
business@netfone.ca
(604) 637-0911
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ADC: 'American Sniper' causing hate crime

Members of the American-Arab
Anti-Discrimination Committee
(ADC) have turned to Clint
Eastwood, director of “American
Sniper,” and actor Bradley Cooper,
who played the lead role of Chris
Kyle in the mega-buster movie, to
denounce anti-Muslim rhetoric
that’s been seeping around social
media — and to accept responsi-
bility for driving some of the eth-
nic and religious hatred.

The letter states that “ADC
takes these threats Sfriously and is
reaching oul to you in an (ﬂort to

help reduce the hateful rhetoric ...
It is our opinion that you could play
a signiﬂcant role in assisting us in
allevia[ing the danger we arcfacing. 1
am asking ifyou are wil/ing to make
a statement against the violent rhetoric
being exhibited. The statement should
make it clear that we cannot tolerate
hate and bigotry here in America.”

“American Sniper catalyzcs increased
anti-Arab and Islamophobic tensions
ADC wrote, “If is
impcratiwfor us, as Americans, to

here at home,”

act now fo prevent these verbal threats
from turning into violent andphysical

S RS

CNotor Otrabrie Seudso

Vancder Arabic (adio

notaarabia.com
10S & ANDROID: nota arabia

First Arabic Radio from Vancouver

604 2484948 - 604 2484949

hate crimes against Arab and Muslim
Americans, or those pcrceived to be
Arab or Muslim.”

Mr. Eastwood, meanwhile, said
over the weekend that he thought
his movie made a powerful state-
ment against war — that its over-
all tone was anti-war.

s
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ARE YOU A CANADIAN ARAB
BUSINESS OWNER?

Have your say

www.canadianarabinstitute. orq/busmess

CANADIAN ARAB INSTITUTE
INSTITUT CANADO-ARABE

Questions? info@canadianarabinstitute.org
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Tel# 1.888.983.4775

This is a complementary Community Service Announcement




EiB 2015 (o) nlub — cutii aa sl

War Begets War:

It’s Not about Islam: It Never Was

It is still not about Islam, even if
the media and militants attacking
western targets say so. Actually, it
never was. But it was important
for many to conflate politics with
religion; partly because it is con-
venient and self-validating.

First, let’s be clear on some points.
Islam has set in motion a system
to abolish slavery over 1,200 years
before the slave trade reached its
peak in the western world.

Freeing the slaves, who were
owned by pagan Arab tribes, was
a recurring theme in the Koran,
always linked to the most basic
signs of piety and virtue:

“The charities are to go to the poor,
and the needy, and those who work to
collect them, and those whose hearts
have been united, and to free the
slaves, and those in debt, and in the
cause of God, and the traveler. A duty
from God, and God is Knowledgeable,
Wise.” [Al-Koran. 9:60]

It is unfortunate that such
reminders would have to be reg-
ularly restated, thanks to constant
anti-Islam propaganda in many
western countries. The outland-
ish and often barbaric behavior of
the so-called Islamic State (IS) has
given greater impetus to existing
prejudices and propaganda.

Second, gender equality in Islam
has been enshrined in the lan-
guage of the Koran and the legacy
of the Prophet Mohammed.

“For Muslim men and women,for
believing men and women, for devout
men and women, for truthful men and
women, for patient men and women,
for humble men and women, for
charitable men and women, for fasting
men and women, for chaste men and
women, and for men and women who
remember God often — for them has
Allah prepared forgiveness and great
reward.” [33:35]

Third, the sanctity of life is par-
amount in Islam to the extent
that “...if any one slew a person (.)
it would be as if he slew the whole
people: and if any one saved a life, it
would be as if he saved the life of the
whole people.” [5:32]

Still, this is not about Islam. This
is about why Islam is the subject
of this discussion in the first place,
when we should be addressing the
real roots of violence.

Is it not possible that Muslims are
angered by something much more
subtle and profound than Charlie
Hebdo’s tasteless art

When Islam was introduced to
Arabia many centuries ago, it was,
and in fact remains, a revolution-
ary religion. It was and remains
radical, certainly the kind of
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IS IT NOT POSSIBLE THAT MUSLIMS ARE ANGERED BY

SOMETHING MUCH MORE SUBTLE AND PROFOUND
THAN CHARLIE HEBDO’S TASTELESS ART?

radicalism that, if viewed objec-
tively, would be considered a real
challenge to classism in society, to
inequality in all of its forms, and
more importantly, to capitalism
and its embedded insatiability,
greed and callousness.

To avoid a rational discussion
about real issues, many make
non-issues the crux of the debate.
So Islam is discussed alongside
IS, Nigerian tribal and sectarian
conflicts, Palestinian resistance to
Israeli occupation, immigration
issues in Europe and much more.

While much violence happens
across the world in the name
of Christianity, Judaism, even
Buddhism in Burma and Sri
Lanka, rarely do entire collectives
get stigmatized by the media. Yet,
all Muslims are held directly or
otherwise accountable by many,
even if a criminal who happened
to be a Muslim went out on a vio-
lent rampage. Yes, he may still be
designated as a “lone wolf”, but
one can be almost certain that
Muslims and Islam somehow
become relevant to the media
debate afterwards.

In their desperate attempt to fend
off accusations, many Muslims,
often led by credible intellectuals
and journalists have, for nearly
two decades staged a counter
effort to distance Islam from
violence and to fight the persist-
ing stereotype. With time, these
efforts culminated into a constant
stream of collective apologies on
behalf of Islam.

When a Muslim in Brazil or
Libya reacts to a hostage crisis in
Sydney, Australia, condemning

violence on behalf of Islam, and
frantically attempting to defend
Islam and disown militancy, and
so on, the question is, why? Why
does the media make Muslims feel
accountable for anything carried
out in the name of Islam, even
by some deranged person? Why
are members of other religions
not held to the same standards?
Why aren’t Swedish Christians
asked to explain and apologize for
the behavior of Uganda’s Lord’s
Resistance Army, or Argentinean
Jews to explain the daily, sys-
tematic violence and terror car-
ried out by Jewish extremists in
Jerusalem and the West Bank?

Since Francis Fukuyama declared
the “End of History” in 1992 — rev-
eling that free markets and “liberal
democracies” will reign supreme
forever — followed by Samuel
Huntington’s supposed contrast-
ing, but still equally conceited,
view of the “Clash of Civilizations
and the need to “remake the world
order”, a whole new intellectual
industry has embroiled many in
Washington, London and else-
where. Once the Cold War had
triumphantly ended with an
inflated sense of political valida-
tion, the Middle East became the
new playground for ideas about
dominion and military hardware.

Since then, it has been an all-
out war, either instigated by or
involving various western pow-
ers. It was a protracted, multi-di-
mensional war: a destructive war
on the ground, an economic war
(blockades on the one hand and
globalization and free market
exploitation on the other), cultural
invasion (that made westernisation

of society equivalent to moder-
nity); topped with a massive pro-
paganda war targeting the Middle
East’s leading religion: Islam.

The war on Islam was particularly
vital, as it seemed to unify a large
range of western intellectuals,
conservative, liberal, religious and
secular alike. All done for good
reasons:

Islam is not just a religion, but a
way of life. By demonizing Islam,
you demonize everything associ-
ated with it, including, of course,
Muslims.

The vilification of Islam which
morphed into massive western-led
Islamophobia helped validate the
actions of western governments,
however violent and abusive.
The dehumanization of Muslims
became an essential weapon in
war.

It was also strategic: hating Islam
and all Muslims is a very flexible
tool that would make military
intervention and economic sanc-
tions possible anywhere where the
West has political and economic
interests. Hating Islam became
a unifying rally-cry from advo-
cates of sanctions on Sudan to
anti-immigrant neo-Nazi groups
in Germany, and everywhere else.
The issue is no longer the violent
means used to achieve political
domination and control of natu-
ral resources, but, magically, it all
was reduced to one single word:
Islam; or, at best, Islam and some-
thing else: freedom of expression,
women rights, and so forth.

Thus, it was no surprise to see
the likes of Tan Black comment-
ing in the Guardian, hours after
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By Ramzy Baroud

gunmen carried out a lethal
attack in Paris against a French
Magazine on Wednesday, 7
January with the starting line:
“Satire and Islam do not sit well
together...”

Not a word on the French military
and other forms of intervention
in the Middle East; its destructive
role in Syria; its leadership role in
the war in Libya; its war in Mali,
and so on. Not even a word on
Frangois Holland’s recent state-
ment about being “ready” to bomb
Libyan rebels, although it was
made only few days earlier.

Sure, the pornographic satire
of Charlie Hebdo and its target-
ing of Prophet Mohammed was
mentioned, but little was said,
by Black, or the many others
who were quick to link the sub-
ject to “Tth century Islam”, to the
hideous wars and their horrible,
pornographic manifestations of
torture, rape and other unspeak-
able acts; acts that victimized mil-
lions of people; Muslim people.
Instead, it about western art and
Muslim intolerance. The subtle
line was: yes, indeed, it is a “clash
of civilizations”.

Did any of these “intellectuals”
pause to think that maybe, just
maybe, the violent responses
to demeaning Islamic symbols
reflect a real political sentiment,
say for example, a collective feel-
ing of humiliation, hurt, pain and
racism that extend to every corner
of the globe?

And that it is natural that war
which is constantly exported from
the West to the rest of the world,
could ultimately be exported back
to western cities?

Is it not possible that Muslims are
angered by something much more
subtle and profound than Charlie
Hebdo’s tasteless art?

Avoiding the answer is likely to
delay a serious attempt at finding
a solution, which must start with
the end of western intervention-
ism in the Middle East.
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Ramzy Baroud is an
internationally-syndicated

columnist, a media
consultant, an author
and the founder of

PalestineChronicle.com.
His latest book is My Father
Was a Freedom Fighter:
Gaza’s Untold Story (Pluto
Press, London).
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S.no. | Name

Abbotsford
Arabic Church

Church in Vancouver

3 Willingdon MB Church

4 Vancouver Christian Arabic Church

5  The Old Catholic Church of BC

6  Arabic Presbyterian Church

Saint George Coptic Orthodox

9  Saint Mary Coptic Orthodox Church

Address

15133 - 82A Ave, Surrey BC V3§ 8R1

4812 Willingdon Ave., Burnaby BC
V5G 3H6

C/o 6075 Inverness Street,
Vancouver, BC V5W 3P§

715 E 51st Avenue, Vancouver, BC,
V5X 1E2 Canada

948 Como Lake Ave, Coquitlam B.C.
V3] 7P9, Coquitlam B.C. Canada

13905 108 Avenue Surrey, BC V3T 2L1

12469 104 Ave, Surrey, BC V3V 6A2

Phone

778-882-2784

604-435-5544

604-277-2802

(604) 325-9193

604-552-4415

(604) 588-8020

(604) 581-1810

Demonination

Arabic Church

Arabic Church

Arabic Church

Arabic Church

Arabic Church

Coptic Church

Coptic Church

Source

arabicchurchbce.ca

willingdon.org

churchplantingbc.com/current-
church-plants/arabic-church-surrey

oldcatholicbc.com

coquitlampresbyterianchurch.com

stgeorge.ca

stmary— ottawa.org
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If you want to add a mosque to our
list or make a correction, please

send us an email to

corrections@MuslimGazette.ca
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(1) BCMA | (2) OTHER SUNNI | (3) SHIA | (4) ISMAILI | (5) AHMADYYA

ABBOTSFORD

ABBOTSFORD ISLAMIC CENTER®
1980 Salton Road Abbotsford V2S
3W7

604-302-0105
ABBOTSFORD.THEBCMA.COM

ABBOTSFORD JAMATKHANA®
109A 2580 Cedar Pk Pl, Abbotsford,
BC

(604) 859-0894

BURNABY

BURNABY BRANCH®

5060 Canada Way, Burnaby, B.C
(604) 524-4499

THEBCMA.COM

BURNABY JAMATKHANA®
6556 Sprott, Burnaby, B.C
(604) 299-9155

BURNABY JAMATKHANA®
4010 Canada Way, Burnaby, BC
Phone: (604) 438-4010

NORTH VANCOUVER

NORTH SHORE CHAPTER®
2300 Kirkstone Road, North
Vancouver, BC

(604) 925-9991
NORTHSHORE.THEBCMA.COM
NORTH VANCOUVER ISLAMIC
CENTER(®)

2300 Kirkstone Road , North
Vancouver, BC

North Vancouver Islamic Center
604-784-5032

HEADQUARTERS JAMATKHANA®
1150 Gladwin Dr, North Vancouver,
BC

(604) 988-1934

CHILLIWACK MUSSALLAH®
Unit B 45845 Yale Road East,
Chilliwack, BC

Full Time Mussallah Opening Oct
3rd Inshallah

604-701-2014
CHILLIWACK.THEBCMA.COM

CHILIWACK JAMATKHANA®
Suite 5-8635 Young Rd, Chilliwack,
BC V2P 4P3

(604) 792-5848

PORT COQUITLAM

MASJID AL-HIDAYAH & ISLAMIC
CULTURAL CENTRE®

2626 Kingsway Avenue, Port
Coquitlam, BC

(604) 945-1885
ISLAM-CANADA.COM

DELTA MUSALLAH®
205-9250 120th Street,
Delta, BC
604-715-4096

RICHMOND BRANCH®

12300 Blundell Rd, Richmond, BC
(604)233-7006

RICHMOND. THEBCMA.COM

RICHMOND JAMATKHANA®
7900B Alderbridge Way, Richmond,
BC

(604) 273-972

AZ-ZAHRAA ISLAMIC CENTER®
8580 #5 RD, Richmond, BC

V6Y 2V4

Tel-604-274-7869

SURREY

SURREY DELTA BRANCH®
12407 72nd Avenue, Surrey, BC
(604) 576-7834
SURREY.THEBCMA.COM
SURREY EAST BRANCH®
13585 62nd Avenue, Surrey, BC

JUMMU’AH ONLY (FRIDAY PRAYER)

(604) 597-7863
SURREYEAST.THEBCMA.COM

MASJID AL-NOOR®

13526 98A Avenue, Surrey, BC
604-930-9742
MASJIDALNOOR.CA

MASJID AL-HUDA®
14136 Grosvenor Road,
Surrey, BC
604-585-4832

MAS]JID ANWAR MEDINA®
13560-105A Avenue,

Surrey, BC

604-583-9786

FLEETWOOD ISLAMIC CENTRE®
209-8468 162 Street,

Surrey, BC

604-617-7488

FIJT ISLAMIC CENTRE®

12988 - 84th Avenue,

Surrey, BC

+1 604-220-0383

MUSLIM YOUTH CENTRE®
209-7750 128 Street,

Surrey, BC

(604) 502-8692[

FRASER VALLEY JAMATKHANA®
15177-68 Avenue (Corner of 152 St
and 68 Avenue) Surrey, BC

(604) 596-5354

AZA-E-HUSSAIN ASSOCIATION®
220-12837, 76th Avenue
Surrey,BC,V3V 2V3
AZA-E-HUSSAIN.ORG

AL-KAWTHAR MOSQUE®
8550 #123 St,

Surrey, BC V3W 3V6
Tel-604-590-4115
Nouri-604-754-7138

KAMPLOOPS

AYESHA MOSQUE®
2805 HWy 5a South.Kamloops, BC

250-377-7477
AYESHAMOSQUE.COM

VANCOUVER

VANCOUVER BRANCHW

4162 Welwyn Street, Vancouver, BC
(604) 873-1787
VANCOUVER.THEBCMA.COM

FRASER MUSALLAH®
6436 Fraser Street,
Vancouver, BC

604 316-4394

JAMIA MASJID VANCOUVER®

655 West 8th Avenue, Vancouver, BC
604-309-6036

PAKCAN.COM

ISLAMIC INFORMATION CENTER®
3127 Kingsway, Vancouver, BC
604-434-7526
ISLAMICINFOCENTER.ORG

MASJID OMAR-AL-FAROOQ®
1659 E10 Ave, Vancouver, BC
604-873-8580
DARALMADINAH.COM

UBC BROCK HALL ANNEX
2nd Floor, Rm 2357,
Vancouver, BC
MSA-UBC.ORG

BAITUR RAHMAN®)

9570 River Road Delta Vancouver, BC
V4G 1B5 Canada

+1 (604) 583-4669

WEST BROADWAY MUSAILA - AL
BASHA RESTAURANT®

3143 W. Broadway, Vancouver, BC

4 times salah only- Zuhr - IshaNo
Juma Salat

604-568-8841

DOWNTOWN MUSSALLA®

350 West Georgia, Vancouver, BC
Juma Only - Vancouver Public
Library In Alice Mckay Rm

(604) 897-9349

MUSLIMCOMMUNITYCENTRE.COM

DRAKE JAMATKHANA®
508 Drake, Vancouver, BC
(604) 683-2613

VANCOUVER JAMATKHANA®
403 - 1189 Main Street, Vancouver,
BC

604-687-6091

TRI-CITIES JAMATKHANA®
Tri-cities 3127 St. Johns St Port
Moody, BC

(604) 461-3127

UBC JAMATKHANA®

BROCK HALL ANNEX1874 EAST
MALL V6T 1Z1 UBC ISA
THAQALAYN MUSLIM
ASSOCIATION®

ANGU 237, Henry Angus Building,
2053 Main Mall,

Vancouver BC

604- 444- 0747

UBC.THAQALAYN.CA

LANGLEY MUSSALLA (NEW
LOCATION)®

20239 Industrial Ave, Langley, BC
Langley Musalla for 5 times prayers,
taraweeh, quran classes etc - Contact
Kaleem Ahmed

604-720-8054

VICTORIA BRANCH®

2218 Quadra Street Victoria BC
250 995-1422
VICTORIA.THEBCMA.COM

VICTORIA JAMATKHANA®

1250 Esquimalt Rd, Victoria, BC V9A
3N8

(250) 380-2700

(1) BCMA | (2) OTHER SUNNI | (3) SHIA | (4) ISMAELI | (5) AHMADYYA

BURNABY

SFU BURNABY CAMPUS®

8888 University Dr, Burnaby, BC
V5A 1S6

(778) 782-3111

SFU.CA/~MSA

MUSALLA ABU BAKR®
7825 Edmonds Street,
Burnaby, BC V3N1B9
778-892-7867

BCIT- BURNABY CAMPUS®
3700 Willingdon Ave,
Burnaby, BC V5G
604-779-7771

QUEENSBOROUGH / ANNACIS
ISLAND®

920 Ewen Avenue,
New Westminster BC,V3M 5L8
604-765-1507

Restoring Community: Documentary And
Discussion On Sustainability, Heritage And

Community

KAMPLOOPS

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF THE
CARIBOO®

900 McGill Rd,

Kamloops, BC V2C 6N6
250-314-3420

KENNEDY HALL

8870 120 Street,

Surrey BC, V3V

GUILDFORD -ABDUL KHALIQ
MUSSALA

#209 10222A 152 St, Surrey, BC
Entrance from the back of building
(M on the door of Mussala) Surrey,
BC. 5 times salah, Quran classes and

Jumua’ Contact: Wasif Rana 778-896-

5344 (for entry 9am to 7pm Monday
to Saturday)
778-896-5344

‘Wednesday, February 4
6:30-8 PNY U

AFGHAN MUSSALLA®

10648 135 Street,

Surrey, BC

778-892-7867

ISLAMIC ACADEMY OF CANADA®
Unit 113 -8299 -129th Street,
Surrey, BC

Time: 2.30pm

604-543-2477

MURRAYVILLE COMMUNITY
HALL

21667 48 Ave, Langley BC V3A
1pm to 2pm

VANCOUVER

VANCOUVER DOWNTOWN®
2nd floor at 910 Granville,
Vancouver, BC

First 1.30pm and 2nd @ 2.10pm
778-858-4085

Vancity Theatre
1181 Seymour St, Vancouver

COLLINGWOOD
NEIGHBOURHOOD HOUSE®

5288 Joyce Street,
Vancouver BC,V5R 6C9
(upstairs)

604-435-3127
UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH
COLUMBIA®

2329 West Mall,
Vancouver BC, V6T 124
604-822-2211

International House

VANCOUVER AIRPORT
Interfaith Chapel / International
Arrivals Level

SAUDI STUDENT SOCIETY OF
VANCOUVER®

695 Smithe Street, Vancouver BC,
V6B 2C9

The musalla is located inside the
camouflage clothing store
778-858-4085

Tickets $12, or $8 with valid student ID
https://register.beanstream.com/scripts/registration.asp?form=2577

NORTH VANCOUVER

KAREN MAGNUSSEN
COMMUNITY CENTRE®

2300 Kirkstone Road,
North Vancouver BC
(604) 987-7529

UNIVERSITY OF VICTORIA®
Interfaith Chapel
250-384-7000

WHITE ROCK MUSSALLA®
1483 King George Hwy
Surrey, V4A 4Z5
604-537-9407
WHITEROCKMUSLIMS.COM

“Imagining a Future for Israel/Palestine: Beyond

Fear and Violence” By Jeff Halper

Tuesday, February 10
7:30 PM

Northwood United Church, 8855 156th

Street, Sur™

More information is available by calling (604) 781-7839

Case Management Basics- Community Caseworker

Training Course

Wednesday, February 11
6.30-9 P

Surrey Public Library, City Centre

Call to re§ister
1-866-824-2525
contact@muslimfoodbank.com

“Imagining a Future for Israel/Palestine:
Beyond Fear and Violence” By Jeff Halper

Thursday, February 12
7:30 PM

Peretz Centre, 6184 Ash Street, Vancouver

More information is available by calling (604) 781-7839.

. . . Call to register
_(rlglilrrlliszhn olzizics— Community Caseworker E}%Brs:i%yhlz;bruary 12 Not Specified 1—866—82g4—2525
) : contact@muslimfoodbank.com
. . . . Saturday, February 14 Kwantlen Polytechnique University
%;?E’ﬁlﬁr} sfl\;gn?lmt Violent Extremism — Peace, 1-3PM 12666 72 Avenue, Surrey, BC For more info see: http://www.thebcma.com

Room: Surrey Conference Center

Chris Hedes- The Rules of Revolt (What do citizens | Thursday, February 19

owe ourselves, each other, and our governments?)

7:00 PM

St. Andrew’s-Wesley United Church
100 - 1022 Nelson Street, Vancouver

php?id=908

Event is FREE. Registration is required
heep://cgi.sfu.ca/~hceweb/cgi-bin/OnlineRegistration/site/event/detail.

Hijabi Fashion Show

Friday, February 20th
7:00 PM - 12:00 AM

Heritage Hall
3102 Main St, Vancouver

Call to buy your ticket (778) 855-9646

Diwan Saz - 2015 Chutzpah! Festival

Sunday, March 15
7:30 - 9:30 PM

The Norman and Annette Rothstein
Theatre 950 West 41st Avenue

Vancouver, BC

Admission:
Adult:$42.05 , Student: $24.75
Phone: 604-684-2787

For up to date events in BC, please follow on facebook: facebook.com/groups/Muslim EventsBC| facebook.com/groups/ArabEventsBC| facebook.com/groups/Palestine EventsBC
To advise us of events, please email events@arabdemocrat.com
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f Hijabi Fashion Show 2015

L 604-637-5722

MMB Members $20

Early Bird Tickets $25 (until Feb 13th)
Front Row Tickets $50

2nd Row $40

At the Door $100

Group of 10 $200

MW rASHIONSHOW

Fri 20TH FEB 2015 7:30pm till 12:00am

TICKETS

OPEN BUFFET
BOOTH RENTALS  §$100

Address: Heritage Hall 3102 Main ST
Call: 604-637-5722

NOT TO BE MISSED!
HIJABI

. Dress C

$15

WANTED

Netfone Services is looking for
several good sale associates.

You must be able to communicate and sell business
Phone, television and Internet services to
residential customers, stores and businesses.

» Excellent sales, business and communication
development skills

* Honestly and effectively advise customers on their
communication and entertainment needs

* Excellent organizational skills

+ Cultivate good contacts within the Muslim, Arab and general
communities

Full and Part Time

For more information or to apply, send your resume’ to
recruit@netfone.ca

We pay generous commission that allow people to generate a
very healthy income. You will also be selling a mix of the
following products: residential and business phone, television
and internet services.

Stores and businesses who want to sell our products and
services should contact us directly at (604) 637-0911

Referrals: For those interested only in referring customers, you can earn a healthy side income.

For more information, send us your name and phone number to recruit@netfone.ca

netlfone...

Voice Freedom

The Arab Democrat and

the Muslim Gazette are Innking for
Sale Associates

You must be able to communicate and sell
advertising to stores and businesses.

» Excellent sales, business and communication
development skills

* Honestly and effectively advise businesses on their
advertising needs

+ Excellent organizational skills

« Cultivate good contacts within the Muslim and Arab
communities

Full and Part Time

For more information or to apply, send your resume’ to
recruit@assalam.ca

We pay generous commission that allow people to generate
a very healthy income.

Qualified candidates may also sell other products and serv-
ices from our partners such as Television, Phone, Long
Distance and High Speed Internet.

Referrals: For those interested only in referring businesses, you can earn a healthy side income.
For more information, send us your name and phone number to recruit@assalam.ca
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Leading Fares to: Riadh, Jeddah, Dubai, Muscat, Amman, Baghdad, Erbil, Najaf; Basra, Khartoum, Cairo, Beirut, Tunis, Algier, Marrakesh,
Addis, Asmara, Delhi, Kabul, Tehran, Mashad, Bombay, Karachi, Islamabad, Lahore, Peshawar, Fiji, Sydney, Aukiand, London UK; Manchester and Many More

“York Gentre” 115-12888 80th. Ave Surrey BG VoW 3A8 Rafiq Mohammad
www.skyroutecanada.com Asmaa El Khalil




