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West Bank: Palestinian Minister

Senior Palestinian offi-

killed by Israeli forces

cial Ziad Abu Ein died
on Wednesday after he
was assaulted by Israeli
security forces during a
demonstration in West
Bank; Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas has con-
demned the “barbaric act”.

Abu Ein, who was in charge

$19l 4SS

CPBC License # 66598

604-593-6922
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“Rafig Mohammad
Asmaa El Khalil

of Israeli settlements for the
Palestinian Authority (PA),
“was martyred after being
beaten in the chest”, Ahmed
Bitawi, the director of the
Ramallah hospital, said.

According to sources, secu-
rity forces beat Abu Ein
with their helmets and the
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a Reminder to Canadians that
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International Human Rights Day:

Omar Khadr is Still in Jail

L

December 10th is International
Human Rights Day. The UN
General Assembly proclaimed
that date to focus attention on the
Universal Declaration of Human
Rights as the common standard
for all peoples and all nations.

While Canadians like to believe
that our country is a positive
model for the rest of the world, the
continued incarceration of Omar
Khadr is a shocking reminder
of our government’s callous dis-
regard for fundamental human
rights. The words of Constance

Backhouse, Distinguished
Professor of Law, University of
Ottawa, reveal the significance
of our neglect and inability to
uphold values we supposedly
cherish: “Some cases enshrine the
defining moments of their time. Omar
Khadr’s is one. Future generations will
rightly judge our shocking derelictions
Qf‘respon_\‘ibi/ity in this matter [and]
our collective Canadian failure to
extcndjustice and humanity.”

In 2002 when Omar was 15 and
living in Afghanistan, the young
Canadian was seriously injured

(blinded in one eye and shot in
the back at point blank) during
an attack by U.S. military forces.
Abandoned by his government
and denied all protections guar-
anteed by Canadian and inter-
national law, Omar spent the
next decade in a Guantandmo
Bay U.S. Military Prison. Omar
was denied the right to return
to Canada and have his case
heard in a legitimate court and
was eventually sentenced by an
internationally-condemned U.S.
military commission. Upon his
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long-delayed return to Canada
in 2012, Omar was immediately
imprisoned. Since then, the gov-
ernment chooses to justify the
decision of an extra-judicial mil-
itary tribunal to justify Omar’s
continued incarceration.

Canadian and American courts
have ruled in Omar’s favour: the
American Supreme Court decided
on 3 occasions that the military
commission, which charged and
sentenced Omar, was unconstitu-
tional. Decisions of the Canadian
Federal Court (2005) the
Canadian Supreme Court (2008)
and the Federal Court of Appeal
(2009) all stated Omar’s human
and Charter Rights had been
violated by actions of Canadian
government officials.

In October a Federal Court Judge
ruled that Omar can expand the
terms of a civil lawsuit, originally
filed in 2004, to include the claim
that the Canadian government
conspired with the U.S. in his
torture, detention and inhuman
treatment.

But Omar is still in jail. During
the long years of his ordeal many
human rights organizations, law-
yers, faith-based groups, legal
societies, prominent Canadians
and politicians have participated
in a cry for justice. Despite their
voices, legal victories, and the dil-
igence of Omar’s lawyer, Dennis
Edney Q.C., our government
has not wavered in its attempts
to demonize Omar, deny his
freedom, and refuse to redress
the violation of his rights. For
many the name Omar Khadr is
associated with a grim chapter
in Canadian history where civil,
international and Charter Rights
— for Muslims in particular — have
been sacrificed for Canada’s par-
ticipation in a trumped up ‘War
on Terror’.

And what about Omar? How has
this young man, who has suf-
fered so much and spent almost
half of his life in prison (much
of that time in solitary confine-
ment), endured such unspeakable
cruelty?

Very few Canadians have had an
opportunity to see or hear from
him. The government has denied
all media access on the grounds
that an interview would be a
‘threat to national security’. That
may be about to change. A group
of media outlets have asked a fed-
eral court to intervene on the basis
that denying access is a violation
of constitutional rights to a free
press.

However, through the years, hun-
dreds of correspondents have
exchanged letters with Omar
and found that his gentleness
and positive attitude are reflected
in every response. This excerpt,

written just after his long-delayed
repatriation, states:“I'm so happy to
finally be in Canada, and even happier
to be welcomed. It is so hmrtwarming
to know that I'm not alone, and that
there are wonderful people (like you)
who care about me and wish me good

luck.”

After a recent visit with Omar
at Bowden Institute in Alberta,
Helen Sadowski, a retired fed-
eral government employee, who
has corresponded with Omar for
many years, wrote:

Over time it becomes very clear
that he is a very deep thinker, very
conscious of what is happening in
society. He has many ideas about
human beings, the human mind,
interdependency/cooperation,
resiliency, egalitarianism, human
relationships.....to name a few
topics. A mind like that doesn’t
belong in prison. One feels con-
tinually amazed at what he has
suffered over these past 12 years
and the way he has chosen to live
his life as a thoughtful, kind and
spiritual person.

A team of 15 teachers from King’s
University College in Edmonton,
who voluntarily organized corre-
spondence lessons while Omar
was still in Guantanamo, have
through the years, developed very
positive relationships with their
student. Since Omar’s transfer
to an Alberta prison, the lessons
are now conducted in person and
his teachers speak very highly not
only of Omar’s character, but of
his intelligence and keen attitude
to learning. Associate Professor
Arlette Zinck, Omar’s English
teacher, who has been instru-
mental in the team’s organization,
shares that opinion. According to
Dr. Zinck, Omar Khadr is a “lovely,
young man,” a brilliant student
who is preparing to qualify for
post secondary education. “Omar
is inclined to take things in stride. ..
He’s excceding our expectations in
his studies and we’re really plcascd

for him.”

When discussing his first meet-
ing with Omar in Guantanamo,
Dennis Edney, who has worked
pro bono on behalf of his client
for over a decade recalls: “I went to
Guantanamo as a /awycr and I came
out as a broken father” Recalling his
first meeting with Omar, Edney
remembers “He was shackled to the
floor and looked to me like a small

‘wounded bird”. Edney has criss-

crossed the planet several times
to advocate for Omar and, once
Omar is free, he will be welcome
to join the Edney family in their
Edmonton home.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

KATHLEEN COPPS

a retired B.C. teacher and
member of the Free Omar
Khadr Now Committee.
For more information visit
www.freeomarakhadr.com
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Oscar-winning documentarian to
make tilm on Israeli occupation

Filmmaker Marcel Ophuls, whose
four-and-a-half-hour documen-
tary “The Sorrow and the Pity” on
the Nazi occupation of France
was banned on French television,
is looking to crowd-fund his new-
est film “Unpleasant Truths” on the
Israeli occupation of Palestinian
territory.

The 87-year-old, who is collabo-
rating with Israeli filmmaker Eval
Sivan on the film, has appealed for

$62,000 on KissKissBankBank,
a French crowd-funding site,
and has released a trailer for the
uncompleted film.

The project
started out as
a co-authored
documentary
between Ophuls
and legend-

ary French filmmaker Jean
Luc-Godard on the issue — the

“As you say in Hebrew,
‘It’s easier to bark with
the dogs””,

’

documentary was made in 2009,
with a preamble book coming out
in 2002.

According to Sivan, the film-
makers hoped to
find an answer to
the question “Is
Sivan said. Israel provoking
anti-Semitism”.
The film will also try to explore
the “very strange lin]eage between the
far right in Europe and Israel”.

“The traditional anti-Semitic right is
becoming very pro—lsmeli”, Sivan said.

The question the filmmakers want
to explore is whether “Islamophobia
is the new anti-Semitism”.

According to Sivan, the two
turned to crowd-funding because
“it’s a question of emergency”if they
can meet the self-imposed dead-
line of finish the film in time for
The
project has raised around half

the Cannes Film Festival.

its budget so far; the two plan to
return to the occupied territory
soon after they visit Berlin and
look at what Sivan calls the “ironic”
phenomenon of young Israelis
who are against the occupation
of territories, “seeking refuge from
Israel’s po/itics in Berlin”.

Sivan added that after Berlin,
“Marcel is going to Gaza”, noting
that as an Israeli, he can’t go
with him; Sivan currently lives in
Europe.

They also intend to interview
Israeli politicians, including
ultranationalist foreign minister
Avigdor Lieberman and Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

When asked about criticism
from conservative Israelis, Sivan
contended that anti-apartheid
minority in South Africa and
French resistance during World
War I1 “were the minority too”.

“As you say in Hebrew, ‘It’s easier to
bark with the dogs™, Sivan said.

“Maybe we are the minority of today,
but maybe the traitors oftoday are the
heroes of tomorrow, and the heroes of
today are the traitors of tomorrow”,

he added.

West Bank:
Palestinian Minister

killed by Israeli forces

butts of their guns during a pro-

test rally in Turmus Ayya near
Ramallah. Israeli soldiers were
seen firing tear gas at some 300
Palestinian demonstrators who
intended to plant saplings in pro-
test. Abu Ein was reportedly hit
in the chest by three soldiers. An
Israeli army doctor tried to treat
him as he collapsed from the
blows; he was soon rushed to a
hospital.

Abbas condemned the “brutal
assault that led to the martyrdom” of
Abu Ein, calling it “a barbaric act
that cannot be tolerated or accept(’d”,
official Palestinian news agency
WAFA said.

“We will take the necessary measures
after the results of the investigation

into the incident”, Abbas said,
before declaring a mourning for
three days.

Hamas, the de facto rulers
of Gaza, issued a statement
mourning the death of Abu Eid,
and called on the Palestinian
Authority to stop security coordi-
nation with Israel.

“The time has come to rally all
our forces in facing the criminal
Zionist occupation and stop all sorts
of security coordination with the
occupation”, it said in its statement.

55-year-old Abu Ein before moni-
toring the separation barrier and
Israeli settlements, was a mem-
ber of the Fatah Revolutionary
Council and deputy Palestinian
minister for prisoner affairs.
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direction”

The United Nations Support
Mission in Libya (UNSMIL) on
Wednesday said that it is heart-
ened by the positive response to
its invitation for political dialogue.

“The move by the parties to identify
their respective delegations to the
talks is a step in the right direction. In
agreeing to take part in this dialogue,
all the parties have clearly signalled
their determination to spare no effort
towards safeguarding Libya’s political
transition and forging ahead with
building a modern democratic state
based on the rule of law and respect
for human rights”, UNSMIL said.

It added that the move reflects the
commitment of all parties involved
to find peace in the country and
a resolution to its current mili-
tary and political crisis through
dialogue. It also said that the
mission will continue consulting
with everyone involved in the next
few days to finalize preparations,
including details of the timing
and venue.

Despite the developments, fight-
ing continued in the crisis-stricken
country, with both sides working
to consolidate their positions in
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UN Libya Mission
encouraged by

‘step in the right

the “oil crescent” area, the region

between Sirte and Benghazi in
Libya. In its statement, the mission
said that it was “decply alarmed” by
the escalation which undermines
their efforts to convene a dialogue
and will likely negatively impact
Libya’s economy.

“All parties should desist from any
action that obstructs the dialogue
efforts and endangers the country’s
economic lifeline. Libyan oil is a
strategic asset that belongs to all
the Libyan people, who deserve
an opportunity for stability and
prosperity”, the mission added,
calling for an immediate disen-
gagement of all parties near the
Oil Crescent region.

The statements warned that con-
tinued escalation risked worsen-
ing “an already disastrous situation”,
stressing that parties threatening
Libya’s security, stability or peace
could be sanctioned. Bernardino
Leon, the Special Representative
of the Secretary-General for
Libya, will next week will brief
the Security Council on progress
made on the dialogue and on the
escalation of hostilities.
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Washington, D.C., using actors
from the local stage scene, Enemy
of the Reich tells Khan’s story,
interspersing segments from
scholars and relatives. Academy
Award-winning actress Helen
Mirren narrates.

“T wanted to portray her because
she was such a strong woman who
showed such bravery and nerve, but
she was also a young woman from
unusual circumstances,” says Grace
Srinivasan, the actress who played
Khan. “She was half Indian and half
American, like me, and I don’t often
get to read or hear stories about people
who look like me. Her story deserved
to be told, and I was just excited to be
a part of it.”

Rexhep Hoxha was 17
when his father took in the
Aladjem family according
to the Albanian besa,
or promise, to shelter
strangers in distress.

In the film, he visits the
abandoned synagogue in
the Aladjems’ hometown
of Vidim, Bulgaria.

Khan’s father, Hazrat Inayat
Khan, was a Sufi Muslim preacher
and musician from India who
in the years before World War
i traveled to America to preach
and teach. There,
Albuquerque-born Ora Baker.

he met

They married and moved on to
Moscow, where Noor was born in
1914. Shortly afterward, the fam-
ily moved to London, and then
to Paris, where a wealthy patron
bought a villa for them on the
outskirts of the city, a home that
became known as Fazal Manzil,
or House of Blessings. Visitors
would come to hear her father,
and young Noor soaked it all in
during what she described as the
most idyllic time and place of her
life. But it ended tragically when
her father unexpectedly died.
Noor’s mother became paralyzed
with grief, and Noor took over
care for her younger siblings.

She went on to study at the
Sorbonne, and she became a suc-
cessful children’s writer, publish-
ing both in children’s magazines
and in a collection of short stories.
In 1940, ahead of the Nazi inva-
sion of France, Khan and her fam-
ily fled to England.

There, she joined the Women’s
Auxiliary Air Force as a wireless
radio operator. After the occupa-
tion of France, she was recruited
by the Special Operations

Executive (soe), a covert unit cre-
ated by Winston Churchill and
tasked to get behind enemy lines
to help local Resistance fighters.

British training records described
Khan as idealistic, which her
superiors saw as a liability. For
example, she told them she
refused to lie. The documentary
also suggests that the negative
reports may have been the result
of prejudice against her dark skin
and Islamic faith. But her radio
skills were excellent, and soe
radio operators were desperately
needed in France, where Nazi
tracking trucks discovered them
with ruthless ease. The average
survival time on the job was six
weeks.

In 1943, Khan was airlifted to a
remote rural airstrip and smug-
gled into Paris carrying a radio
in a case that looked much like a
secretary’s typewriter. Her assign-
ment was to support an under-
ground Resistance network called
Prosper with communications
between London and local spies.
But Prosper was soon betrayed,
and most of its agents were
arrested. Khan narrowly eluded
capture for about 16 weeks, con-
stantly changing locations, still
sending messages to London even
as the Gestapo trailed her with
radio detectors. She was captured
in October 1943, imprisoned and
ultimately sent to Dachau con-
centration camp in Germany,
where in September 1944, she was
executed.

“I found the challenge to be balancing
the light and dark of Noor’s story,”
says Srinivasan. “She loved fantasy
and make-believe, poetry and art, and
almost lived in this imaginary world
during her childhood. That side of her
is so different from the tough person
she must have been to go into France
knowing she would probably die there
and never giving up despite horrific
circumstances. Finding a way to show
her layered soul was interesting for me,
and the documentary discusses both
her fantastic and pragmatic sides.”

Besa—a word that literally
translates as “promise” but whose
meaning is deeper—began
with us photographer Norman
Gershman’s desire to document
the legacy of Albanians who shel-
tered Jews during World War
ii. In 2002, on his first trip to
Albania, which is today roughly
70 percent Muslim and 30 per-
cent Christian, he was astonished
at what he found: not just a few
people who were exceptions in a
sea of bystanders, but rather an
entire country that worked to
save Jews in accordance with the
traditional code of honor known
as Besa, which requires that the
stranger in distress who seeks

shelter must receive it.

When Gershman showed his pho-
tos to his friend and film producer
Jason Williams, founder of JWM
Productions and a specialist in
cultural programming, the pair
agreed that there was a movie that
could be made.

“This film provides the testament of
Muslims that the Holocaust happened,
and just as significantly, it tells the
story of Muslims who took right
action in relation to the threat at a
time when most Christians didn’t,”
says Williams.

“This little country, doing what they
did, they have something to teach the
world,” says Gershman in the film.
Indeed, Albania is the only coun-
try that came out of World War ii
with more Jews than before the

war.

Fluent in French and raised as
a pacifist in a deeply spiritual
Muslim family, Khan learned
radio skills after joining the
British Women’s Auxiliary
Air Force. As an underground
wireless operator in occupied
Paris, she was often the sole
link between Britain and the
French Resistance.

The documentary, however, is
more than a look back. It inter-
twines a suspenseful mystery and
quest that unfolds in the present.
Rexhep Hoxha was 17 when his
father, Rifat, a pastry baker who
was “born poor and died poor,” first
told him how the Jewish family
of Nissim and Sarah Aladjem,
with their 12-year-old son Aron,
arrived at his store seeking help
on one of the ‘ids (holidays)
in 1943. The family had fled
Axis-allied Bulgaria, which had
enacted numerous anti-Jewish
laws; Albania at the time was occu-
pied by the Italians who, although
allied with Nazi Germany, allowed
Jews relative freedom. Rifat
immediately closed the store and
led the Aladjems to his home,
where he gave them a room.

A few months later, the Nazis
moved into Albania, and life
became perilous for the Aladjems.
They fled in 1944, and Nissim
entrusted Rifat, by then a close
friend, with three heirloom
prayer books, which he intended
to return for when Albania was
liberated.

But after the war, Albania fell
under the staunchest commu-
nist regime in the world, and it
became one of the world’s most
closed countries. Only after the
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communists fell in 1990 did
Rexhep see an opportunity to ful-
fill his father’s wish that the books
be returned at last to their right-
ful owners, which brought the two
families together again after more
than 70 years.

The Albanians providing ref-
uge to Jews extended from the
poorest peasants to the country’s
king, Zog i, Europe’s only Muslim
monarch, who in 1939 opened
Albania’s borders to any Jews who
wanted to come in and granted at
least 400 passports and countless
visas. Among those who came was
the family of Johanna Neumann,
from Hamburg.

They first stayed with a peas-
ant family outside the Adriatic
coastal town of Durres, but after
the Nazis arrived, they moved in
with the family of Njazi Pilku, an
Albanian engineer who had stud-
ied in Germany, spoke German
and had a German wife, Liza.
Whenever the Nazis came to
the door to inquire about who
the Neumanns were, the Pilkus
passed them off as cousins from
Germany.

“The hospitality, the warmth, it was
a wonderful thing,” says Neumann,
who now works as an endowment
associate at the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum in

Washington, D.C. “That family put
themselves at great risk. If the Nazis
had found out that they were hiding
us, we'd all have been killed on the
spot.”

Betrayed by a double agent,
she was kept prisoner for
almost a year until she
was executed at Dachau
concentration camp.

To honor their courage further,
Neumann in 1992 nominated
Njazi Pilku for inclusion at the
Yad Vashem Holocaust museum
in Jerusalem, where a dedicated
hall honors “The Righteous Among
the Nations,” non-Jews who rescued
Jews during the Holocaust: Pilku
is one of 69 Albanians commem-
orated there.

The Albanians also protected
Italians who had been their occu-
piers yet who themselves became
Nazi targets after Italy surren-
dered to the Allies. Neumann
says that Roma (gypsies) also
lived in Albania, and that they,
too, were protected. “To the best of
my knowledge, they weren’t deported,”
she says.

“Our timing was fortuitous,”
Williams says, noting that at least
18 of the 24 rescuers and rescued
interviewed in the documentary
have since died. “That’s why this
work is so important. If we had not
made this film, this record would not
exist. There would be no history. This
truth will have never been known,”
he adds.

Hoxha, too, worries about the
many stories that will be and
already have been lost.

“Many of the rescuers are not alive
today. Certainly many stories will

forever remain unlit,” he wrote in

an email. “I myself learned much
more from the filmmakers, rather
than my own father. Also because of
the modesty that characterized that
generation.”

Released in 2012, Besa continues
to be popular at film festivals,
winning the Grand Jury Award at
the 2014 Nashville Film Festival
and best documentary at four film
festivals in 2013. Commercial suc-
cess, however, continues to elude
it, and the filmmakers, and some
of those who appear in it, worry
that the film’s message is not get-
ting out to enough people.

“This is my goal in life, to show the
world that these people did this, and
to show that the phobia that exists
against Muslims is the result of
people not knowing and not thinking,”
Neumann says.

Enemy of the Reich has screened
in about 25 cities to date, mainly
at art house theaters, universities,
music halls and museums, but it
will premiere on pbs Tuesday,
September 9.

The filmmakers behind both doc-
umentaries also want to see their
work distributed to schools for use
as educational materials.

“We believe in dialogue and in using

film to bring people together,” says

Enemy of the Reich co-producer
Kronemer. “And we believe this film
can really make a contribution to the
education of future generations of
students, as well as a contribution to
improving Muslim-Jewish relations.”

2}/ ABOUT THE AUTHOR
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The Quiet
Muslim
Heros of

World War II

This is unfortunate, because both tell stories
that are fascinating, suspenseful and moving,
and at the same time, they do public service by
documenting virtually unknown histories with
unexpected, unforgettable heroes.
e A i 3

Albanian Muslims helped some 2500 Jews avoid Nazi depor-
tation, and us-based photographer Norman Gershman'’s por-
traits of the Albanians involved, and their descendants, led to
The Promise. “This little country, doing what they did, they
have something to teach the world,” says Gershman.

Enemy of the Reich: The Noor
Inayat Khan Story is a docu-
drama exploring the life of an
Indian-American Muslim woman
who became one of Britain’s least
likely but most effective spies in
Nazi-occupied Paris. Besa: The
Promise is a documentary that
tells the story of how countless
Albanians, adhering to an ancient
code of honor that bound them
to shelter strangers in need, gave
sanctuary to at least 2500 Jews.

While the characters in these
films come from very different
backgrounds, and the films are
told in different styles, together
they break new ground by por-
traying the stories of Muslim

heroes during World War ii.

In Enemy of the Reich,
Grace Srinivasan plays
Noor Inayat Khan, who
disguised her British
radio transmitter with a
secretary’s typewriter
case as she moved about,
sometimes daily, for some
four months in Nazi-
occupied Paris.

Because the Holocaust was
overwhelmingly carried out in
Christian-dominated Europe, it is
easy to forget that the Nazis and
their allies extended their reach
into North Africa and heavily

Muslim Balkan regions of Europe,
and that the people in those lands,
too, were resisters and rescuers.

“At every stage of the Nazi, Vichy,
and Fascist persecution of]ews in
Arab lands, and in every place that it
occurred, Arabs helped Jews,” wrote
Robert Satloff, historian and exec-
utive director of the Washington
Institute on Near East Policy in his
2007 book, Among the Righteous:
Lost Stories from the Holocaust’s
Long Reach into Arab Lands, one
of the few historical examinations
of the subject. Satloff found that
although Arabs in Nazi-occupied
Arab lands collaborated or stood
by in roughly the same propor-
tions as Europeans under Nazi
occupation, many Arabs and
Muslims spoke out against the
persecution, and took public
stands of unity with Jews, while
others withheld the support that
would aid the persecution efforts.
“Some Arabs shared the fate of Jews
and, through that experience, forged
a unique bond of comradeship. And
there were occasions when certain
Arabs chose to do more than just offer
moral support to Jews. They bravely
saved Jewish lives, at time risking
their own in the process.”

The roots of Enemy of the Reich
go back to Alex Kronemer and
Michael Wolfe, founders and
producers at Unity Productions
Foundation (upf), who each, in
almost the same week in 2010,
was approached by different
Holocaust survivors from France,
each with stories about how they
had been aided by Muslims. The
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stories were revelatory for both
producers, neither of whom had
ever heard of Muslim heroism
during the war.

“Having both these conversations
in such a short time, we felt the
universe was speaking to us, and we
decided to look into this further,” says
Kronemer.

Soon, they found more stories.
For example, Indian and Algerian
Muslim soldiers both also fought
in Europe, for the British and
French respectively, while doc-
tors at the Franco-Muslim
Avicenna Hospital in Bobigny,
France, treated American and
other Allied soldiers. The French
cabaret singer Simon Halali was
one of a number of Jews given
refuge in Paris’s Grand Mosque,
where Muslims provided him with
forged documents that changed
his first name to Salim and iden-
tified him as a Muslim, a story
recalled in the 2012 film Les
Hommes Libres (The Free Men),
which remains available only in
French.

While the filmmakers found sev-
eral stories that could have made
for strong documentaries, they
pursued the story of Noor Inayat
Khan because of her deep spiritu-
ality and her position as a woman.

“What made her compelling was that
she had this inclusive humaniry,” says
Kronemer. “The Nazi ideology was
opposed to everything she believed in,

and she couldn’t sit on the sidelines.”
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If you want to add a church to our
list or make a correction, please

send us an email to
corrections@MuslimGazette.ca
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S.no. | Name

Abbotsford
Arabic Church

Church in Vancouver

3 Willingdon MB Church

4 Vancouver Christian Arabic Church

5  The Old Catholic Church of BC

6  Arabic Presbyterian Church

Saint George Coptic Orthodox

9  Saint Mary Coptic Orthodox Church

Address

15133 - 82A Ave, Surrey BC V3§ 8R1

4812 Willingdon Ave., Burnaby BC

V5G 3Ho6

C/o 6075 Inverness Street,

Phone

Vancouver, BC V5W 3P§

715 E 51st Avenue, Vancouver, BC,
V5X 1E2 Canada

948 Como Lake Ave, Coquitlam B.C.
V3] 7P9, Coquitlam B.C. Canada

13905 108 Avenue Surrey, BC V3T 2L1

12469 104 Ave, Surrey, BC V3V 6A2

778-882-2784

604-435-5544

604-277-2802

(604) 325-9193

604-552-4415

(604) 588-8020

(604) 581-1810

Demonination

Arabic Church

Arabic Church

Arabic Church

Arabic Church

Arabic Church

Coptic Church

Coptic Church

Source

arabicchurchbce.ca

willingdon.org

churchplantingbc.com/current-
church-plants/arabic-church-surrey

oldcatholicbc.com

coquitlampresbyterianchurch.com

stgeorge.ca

stmary— ottawa.org
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WHO: over a million
wounded in Syrian civil war

Over a million people have
been injured during the Syrian
Civil war, the World Health
Organization’s Syrian representa-
tive said, adding that diseases are
spreading since no regular medic-
inal supply reaches the patients.

Vaccination rates have plunged
from 90% before the war to 52%
this year; contaminated water
has only added to the woes,
allowing the spread of hepatitis
and typhoid, Elizabeth Hoff on
Thursday.

“In Syria, thoy have a million p(’ople
injured as a direct result of the war.
You can see it in the country when
you travel around. You see a lot
of amputees. This is the biggest
problem”, Hoff said.

She added that a collapsed health
care system, in which over half the

public hospitals aren’t in service,
has led to increasingly difficult
circumstances to treat injuries and
diseases. She also said that the
Syrian regime, which demands
that all aid convoys need to be
approved by it, is still blocking
supplies like syringes and ban-
dages, from entering rebel-held
parts of the city.

Aid workers say that the regime
argues that equipment can be
used to aid rebel fighters.

“What has been a prob/mn is the
regularity qfsupply. The (govemment)
approuals are sporadic”, Hoff said.

Over 6,500 cases of typhoid and
4,200 cases of measles have been
reported in Syria this year, she
added.

There was only one reported case

of polio, but other new diseases,
like myiasis, a tropical disease that
is spread by flies, with ten cases
reported near Damascus. Syrian
activists in the district of Eastern
Ghouta said that tuberculosis was
also prevalent due to poor sani-
tary surroundings and due to a
government siege that has blocked
aid deliveries.

Hoff also said that the WHO
delivered over 13.5 million treat-
ments of life-saving medicine in
2014, almost three times more
than the year before. However,
the problems are growing at a
even faster rate, she added, due
to deepening poverty and poor
water access.

“The needs are notpossiblc to believe”,
Hoff said.
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If you want to add a mosque to our
list or make a correction, please

send us an email to

corrections@MuslimGazette.ca

MOSQUES

ABBOTSFORD ISLAMIC CENTER®
1980 Salton Road Abbotsford V2S
3W7

604-302-0105
ABBOTSFORD.THEBCMA.COM

ABBOTSFORD JAMATKHANA®
109A 2580 Cedar Pk P, Abbotsford,
BC

(604) 859-0894

NANAIMO CHAPTER®
905 Hecate St, Nanaimo,BC
(250) 754-3471

NANAIMO. THEBCMA.COM

BURNABY

BURNABY BRANCH®

5060 Canada Way, Burnaby, B.C
(604) 524-4499

THEBCMA.COM

BURNABY JAMATKHANA®
6556 Sprott, Burnaby, B.C

(604) 299-9155

BURNABY JAMATKHANA®
4010 Canada Way, Burnaby, BC
Phone: (604) 438-4010

NORTH VANCOUVER

NORTH SHORE CHAPTER(

2300 Kirkstone Road, North
Vancouver, BC

(604) 925-9991
NORTHSHORE.THEBCMA.COM
NORTH VANCOUVER ISLAMIC
CENTER(Y

2300 Kirkstone Road , North
Vancouver, BC

North Vancouver Islamic Center
604-784-5032

HEADQUARTERS JAMATKHANA®
1150 Gladwin Dr, North Vancouver,
BC

(604) 988-1934

CHILLIWACK MUSSALLAH®
Unit B 45845 Yale Road East,

Chilliwack, BC

Full Time Mussallah Opening Oct
3rd Inshallah

604-701-2014
CHILLIWACK.THEBCMA.COM

CHILIWACK JAMATKHANA®
Suite 5-8635 Young Rd, Chilliwack,
BC V2P 4P3

(604) 792-5848

PORT COQUITLAM

MASJID AL-HIDAYAH & ISLAMIC
CULTURAL CENTRE®

2626 Kingsway Avenue, Port
Coquitlam, BC

(604) 945-1885
ISLAM-CANADA.COM

DELTA MUSALLAH®
205-9250 120th Street,
Delta, BC
604-715-4096

RICHMOND BRANCH(®

12300 Blundell Rd, Richmond, BC
(604)233-7006
RICHMOND.THEBCMA.COM

RICHMOND JAMATKHANA®
7900B Alderbridge Way, Richmond,
BC

(604) 273-972

AZ-ZAHRAA ISLAMIC CENTER®
8580 #5 RD, Richmond, BC

VoY 2V4

Tel-604-274-7869

ISLAMIC COLLEGE OF CANADA®
58510 Laidlaw Rd, Hope, BC
604-869-2999
ISLAMICCOLLEGE.BC.CA

SURREY DELTA BRANCH(1)
12407 72nd Avenue, Surrey, BC
(604) 576-7834
SURREY.THEBCMA.COM

JUMMU’AH ONLY (FRIDAY PRAYER)

SURREY EAST BRANCH®
13585 62nd Avenue, Surrey, BC
(604) 597-7863
SURREYEAST.THEBCMA.COM

MASJID AL-NOOR®

13526 98A Avenue, Surrey, BC
604-930-9742
MASJIDALNOOR.CA

MASJID AL-HUDA®

14136 Grosvenor Road,
Surrey, BC

604-585-4832

MASJID ANWAR MEDINA®
13560-105A Avenue,

Surrey, BC

604-583-9786
FLEETWOOD ISLAMIC CENTRE®
209-8468 162 Street,

Surrey, BC

604-617-7488

FIJI ISLAMIC CENTRE®
12988 - 84th Avenue,
Surrey, BC

+1 604-220-0383

MUSLIM YOUTH CENTRE®
209-7750 128 Street,

Surrey, BC

(604) 502-8692[

FRASER VALLEY JAMATKHANA®
15177-68 Avenue (Corner of 152 St
and 68 Avenue) Surrey, BC

(604) 596-5354

AZA-E-HUSSAIN ASSOCIATION®)
220-12837, 76th Avenue
Surrey,BC,V3V 2V3
AZA-E-HUSSAIN.ORG

AL-KAWTHAR MOSQUE®
8550 #123 St,

Surrey, BC V3W 3V6
Tel-604-590-4115
Nouri-604-754-7138

KAMPLOOPS

AYESHA MOSQUE®
2805 HWy 5a South.Kamloops, BC
250-377-7477

AYESHAMOSQUE.COM

VANCOUVER

VANCOUVER BRANCH®

4162 Welwyn Street, Vancouver, BC
(604) 873-1787
VANCOUVER.THEBCMA.COM

FRASER MUSALLAH®
6436 Fraser Street,
Vancouver, BC

604 316-4394

JAMIA MASJID VANCOUVER®

655 West 8th Avenue, Vancouver, BC
604-309-6036

PAKCAN.COM

ISLAMIC INFORMATION CENTER(Z)
3127 Kingsway, Vancouver, BC
604-434-7526
ISLAMICINFOCENTER.ORG

MASJID OMAR-AL-FAROOQ®
1659 E10 Ave, Vancouver, BC
604-873-8580
DARALMADINAH.COM

UBC BROCK HALL ANNEX
2nd Floor, Rm 2357,
Vancouver, BC
MSA-UBC.ORG

BAITUR RAHMAN®)

9570 River Road Delta Vancouver, BC
V4G 1B5 Canada

+1 (604) 583-4669

WEST BROADWAY MUSALA - AL
BASHA RESTAURANT®

3143 W. Broadway, Vancouver, BC

4 times salah only- Zuhr - IshaNo
Juma Salat

604-568-8841

DOWNTOWN MUSSALLA®

350 West Georgia, Vancouver, BC
Juma Only - Vancouver Public
Library In Alice Mckay Rm

(604) 897-9349
MUSLIMCOMMUNITYCENTRE.COM

DRAKE JAMATKHANA®

508 Drake, Vancouver, BC

(604) 683-2613

VANCOUVER JAMATKHANA®
403 - 1189 Main Street, Vancouver,
BC

604-687-6091

TRI-CITIES JAMATKHANA®
Tri-cities 3127 St. Johns St Port

(1) BCMA | (2) OTHER SUNNI | (3) SHIA | (4) ISMAILI| (5) AHMADYYA

oblS ol pupsl

Moody, BC
(604) 461-3127

UBC JAMATKHANA®

BROCK HALL ANNEX1874 EAST
MALL V6T 1Z1 UBC ISA
THAQALAYN MUSLIM
ASSOCIATION®)

ANGU 237, Henry Angus Building,
2053 Main Mall,

Vancouver BC

604- 444- 0747

UBC.THAQALAYN.CA

KELOWNA
KELOWNA BRANCH®
1120 Highway 33N, Kelowna,
BCV1X 172
(250) 979-1370
THEBCMA.COM

VERNON ISLAMIC CENTRE®
3414 17th Ave

Vernon BC, VIT 1B5
250-549-7442

LANGLEY MUSSALLA (NEW
LOCATION)®

20239 Industrial Ave, Langley, BC
Langley Musalla for 5 times prayers,
taraweeh, quran classes etc - Contact
Kaleem Ahmed

604-720-8054

VICTORIA BRANCH®

2218 Quadra Street Victoria BC

250 995-1422
VICTORIA.THEBCMA.COM

VICTORIA JAMATKHANA®

1250 Esquimalt Rd, Victoria, BC V9A
3N8

(250) 380-2700

MISSION MUSALLAH®
C4-32386 FLETCHER AVE,
Mission, BC,V2V 5T'1
778-994-9945

(1) BCMA | (2) OTHER SUNNI | (3) SHIA | (4) ISMAELI | (5) AHMADYYA

BURNABY

SFU BURNABY CAMPUS®

8888 University Dr, Burnaby, BC
V5A 1S6

(778) 782-3111

SFU.CA/~MSA

MUSALLA ABU BAKR®
7825 Edmonds Street,
Burnaby, BC V3N1B9
778-892-7867

BCIT- BURNABY CAMPUS®
3700 Willingdon Ave,
Burnaby, BC V5G
604-779-7771

PRINCE GEORGE

KNOX UNITED CHURCH®
1448 5th Avenue,

Prince George, BC V2L 3L7
250-564-5521

PEACE RIVER MUSLIM ASSOC®
203-10903-100 Street, Fort St John,
BC

Jumm’a (Friday) Prayer @ 1:00PM
250-787-1264

QUEENSBOROUGH / ANNACIS
ISLAND®

920 Ewen Avenue,
New Westminster BC,V3M 5L8
604-765-1507

KAMPLOOPS

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF THE
CARIBOO®

900 McGill Rd,
Kamloops, BC V2C 6N6
250-314-3420

KENNEDY HALL

8870 120 Street,

Surrey BC, V3V

GUILDFORD -ABDUL KHALIQ
MUSSALA

#209 10222A 152 St, Surrey, BC
Entrance from the back of building

(M on the door of Mussala) Surrey,
BC. 5 times salah, Quran classes and
Jumua’ Contact: ‘Wasif Rana 778-896-
5344 (for entry 9am to 7pm Monday
to Saturday)

778-896-5344

AFGHAN MUSSALLA®

10648 135 Street,

Surrey, BC

778-892-7867

ISLAMIC ACADEMY OF CANADA®
Unit 113 -8299 -129th Street,

Surrey, BC

Time: 2.30pm

604-543-2477

MURRAYVILLE COMMUNITY
HALL

21667 48 Ave, Langley BC V3A
1pm to 2pm

VANCOUVER

VANCOUVER DOWNTOWN®
2nd floor at 910 Granville,

Vancouver, BC

First 1.30pm and 2nd @ 2.10pm
778-858-4085
COLLINGWOOD
NEIGHBOURHOOD HOUSE®
5288 Joyce Street,

Vancouver BC,V5R 6C9
(upstairs)

604-435-3127

UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH
COLUMBIA®

2329 West Mall,

Vancouver BC, V6T 1724
604-822-2211

International House

VANCOUVER AIRPORT
Interfaith Chapel / International
Arrivals Level

SAUDI STUDENT SOCIETY OF
VANCOUVER®

695 Smithe Street, Vancouver BC,
V6B 2C9

The musalla is located inside the
camouflage clothing store
778-858-4085

NORTH VANCOUVER

KAREN MAGNUSSEN
COMMUNITY CENTRE®

2300 Kirkstone Road,
North Vancouver BC
(604) 987-7529

UNIVERSITY OF VICTORIA®
Interfaith Chapel
250-384-7000

PENTICTON JUMU'AH®
121 Wyles Crescent,
Penticton, BC

Aslam Sattar - 250 488 2860

WHITE ROCK MUSSALLA®
1483 King George Hwy
Surrey, V4A 475
604-537-9407
WHITEROCKMUSLIMS.COM

Milad Al Nabi (Prophets B'day)

Friday, January 2, 2015 (6:00 PM)

India Banquet Hall, 13030 76 AVE, Surrey, BC

Nahla Abdo: Captive Revolution Book Launch — Palestinian Women in Israeli

Prisons

Friday, January 9, 2015 (6:30 PM - 9 PM)

Room 7000, Simon Fraser University Harbour Center 515
West Hastings, Vancouver, BC

“Unhired” Palestinian American professor Steven Salaita at SFU

Monday, January 12 (7:30 PM)

Rooms; Vancouver, BC

SFU Harbour Centre, 555 West Hastings Street, Segal

“Unhired” Palestinian American professor Steven Salaita at UBC

Wednesday, January 14 (5 PM)

Coach House at Green College, UBC; 6201 Cecil Green
Park Road (off NW Marine Drive, opposite Chan Centre and
Rose Parkade), Vancouver, BC

For up to date events in BC, please follow on facebook: facebook.com/groups/Muslim EventsBC| facebook.com/groups/ArabEventsBC | facebook.com/groups/Palestine EventsBC
To advise us of events, please email events@arabdemocrat.com
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net(tone...

Voice Freedom

Key Service Features

* Phone, fax and internet

» Most up-to-date Phone features

* Unlimited local and LD calling

* Multiple pricing models to save
you money

* Hosted and on premise

» Secure

Optional Features
e Auto-Attendant

* Hunt Groups

+ Simultaneous calling

* Call Centre Features

» Agent Groups

» Conference Rooms

* IVR

» Shared Lines appearance

* Address books

* Admin Web Interfaces

» Customized user interfaces

* CRM integration

* Fax to email, Computer faxing,
Dedicated Faxing

system to be installed.

www.netfone.ca/business

WANTED

Netfone Services is looking for
several good sale associates.

You must be able to communicate and sell business
Phone, television and Internet services to
residential customers, stores and businesses.

You must have:

» Excellent sales, business and communication
development skills

* Honestly and effectively advise customers on their
communication and entertainment needs

* Excellent organizational skills

+ Cultivate good contacts within the Muslim, Arab and general
communities

Full and Part Time

For more information or to apply, send your resume’ to
recruit@netfone.ca

We pay generous commission that allow people to generate a
very healthy income. You will also be selling a mix of the
following products: residential and business phone, television
and internet services.

Stores and businesses who want to sell our products and
services should contact us directly at (604) 637-0911

Referrals: For those interested only in referring customers, you can earn a healthy side income.

For more information, send us your name and phone number to recruit@netfone.ca

netlfone...

Voice Freedom

Netfone Unified Communications Solution (UCS) is more than a hosted
IP PBX; it is a full-featured Phone service that is affordably priced. In addition
to receiving reliable, simple to use, high-quality service, you have access to
the advanced features that are only available in high end systems — making
Netfone’s UCS the best value for your complete phone solution.

Best of All, you need not pay a fortune for a PBX

Resellers and Agents Enquiries are welcome

/

Save 50% on Your Business Phone and Internet Bill
v As low as $20 per phone line

v Free Installation and equipment

v Free enhanced listing in Arab and/or Muslim Yellow Pages.

v Special deals on internet, phone and TV for
Employees, Family and Friends.

Contact us:

Account Executive
business@netfone.ca
(604) 637-0911

\l'

The Arab Democrat and
the Muslim Gazette are looking for

Sale Associates

You must be able to communicate and sell
advertising to stores and businesses.

» Excellent sales, business and communication
development skills

* Honestly and effectively advise businesses on their
advertising needs

+ Excellent organizational skills

+ Cultivate good contacts within the Muslim and Arab
communities

Full and Part Time

For more information or to apply, send your resume’ to
recruit@assalam.ca

We pay generous commission that allow people to generate
a very healthy income.

Qualified candidates may also sell other products and serv-
ices from our partners such as Television, Phone, Long
Distance and High Speed Internet.

Referrals: For those interested only in referring businesses, you can earn a healthy side income.
For more information, send us your name and phone number to recruit@assalam.ca
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Leading Fares to: Riadh, Jeddah, Dubai, Muscat, Amman, Baghdad, Erbil, Najaf; Basra, Khartoum, Cairo, Beirut, Tunis, Algier, Marrakesh,
Addis, Asmara, Delhi, Kabul, Tehran, Mashad, Bombay, Karachi, Islamabad, Lahore, Peshawar, Fiji, Sydney, Aukiand, London UK; Manchester and Many More

“York Gentre” 115-12888 80th. Ave Surrey BG VoW 3A8 Rafiq Mohammad
www.skyroutecanada.com Asmaa El Khalil




